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Specification of Letters Patent.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MicurerLe Dz Rosa, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Schenectady, in the county of Schenectady
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Horseshoes, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to horseshoes, and
has for an object to provide a shoe of this
character that can be easily applied to or re-
moved from the hoof of a horse, and which
when in use can be held in an effective man-
ner without the use of the usual nails em-
plo;ized heretofore in retaining shoes to the
oof.

A further object of this invention is to
provide hingedly connected shoe sections,

the heel end an effective bridge member for
holding the shoe sections against swinging
movement so that said sections may be
locked or retained to the hoof of an animal,
said bridge member also serving to prevent
injury to the heel of a hoof by its contact
with stones or the like.

A further object of my invention is to
provide shoe sections provided with a plu-
rality of removable calks.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent as the nature of the invention is bet-
ter set forth, and it will be understood that
changes within the scope of the claim may
be resorted to without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

In the drawing, forming a portion of this
specification and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views:—Figure 1 is a perspective view
of the shoe. Fig, 2 is a cross section through
the shoe. Tig. 3 is a bottom plan view of
the shoe. TFig.4 is a horizontal section taken
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 8. Fig. 5 is a per-
spective view of one of the removable calks.
Fig. 6 is a detail horizontal section taken on
the line 6—6 of Fig. 2.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawing, there is shown a horseshoe 1 com-
prising arcuate sections 2 and 3 disposed in
a horizontal plane and provided at their
outer edges with hoof-engaging flanges 4
hingedly connected to each other as indi-
cated at 5 so that the sections 2 and 3 may
be conveniently moved toward or away from
each other as will be readily understood.
It may be stated that the flanges 4 are dis-
posed approximately at an acute angle with

respect to the horizontally disposed sections
2 and 3 so that said flanges effectively con-
form to the contour of the hoof of an ani-
mal. The sections 2 and 3 are each provided
with a plurality of vertically disposed
threaded passages 6 which as shown in Fig.
2 of the drawing receive shanks 7 of calks 8
of frusto-conical form provided with hori-
zontally disposed shoulders 9 to engage the
under faces of the sections 2 and 3.

While I describe the sections 2 and 3 as
being provided with the removable calks,
it may be mentioned that the said calks are
not absolutely essential when shoes of this
character are in use during the summer,
and the sections 2 and 8 may be provided
at the toe and heel portions with the usual
integrally formed toe and heel calks used
in shoes of ordinary construction,

The section 2 of the shoe is provided at
its heel end with a swinging flat bridge
member 10 preferably riveted as shown at 11
tothe section 2,and this bridge member is ar-
ranged to span the space between the sections
2 and 3 at the heel end of the shoe and is
provided with a lug 12 at one end in which
1s formed a threaded passage 13 for receiv-

ing a set screw or the like 14 carried by the.

section 8 of the shoe so that the bridge
member can be effectively held against
swinging movement and in such position
that the sections 2 and 8 are held against
swinging movement. In order that the up-
per surface of the member 10 will lie flush
with the upper surface of the sections 2
and 3 at the heel end of the shoe, I prefer-
ably form the member 10 with a vertically
extending enlargement 15. To provide a
perfect joint at the hinged end of the two
sections of the shoe I preferably form the
section 3 with a cutaway portion or recess
16 to receive a correspondingly shaped ex-
tension or lug 17 of the section 2.

Irom the foregoing it will be readily un-
derstood that a simple and effective horse-
shoe is provided that can be readily applied
to or removed from the hoof of a horse or
animal with which the shoe is to be engaged,
and by the provision of the bridge piece 10
it is obvious that the sections 2 and 8 are
held engaged with a hoof without the use
of nails or other similar fastening devices
which heretofore have been engaged with
the hoof, and I thus obviate injury to the
hoof. The provision of the bridge piece 10
is also provided to protect the heel portion
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which is the most sensitive part of a hoof
from coming in contact with stones or other
injurious obstructions which would tend to
injure the hoof.

I claim:

A horseshoe embodying members having
horizontally disposed portions and provided
with angularly disposed hoof-engaging
flanges, one of the said horizontally dis-
posed portions having a recess formed there-
in and the other having a lug fitting in the
said recess, the said angularly disposed por-
tions being hingedly connected with each
other at the front of the shoe, a bridge mem-
ber pivotally mounted at one of its ends to
one of the members of the shoe, the other.
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member of the shoe having a recess formed
therein to receive the free end of the bridge
member, the said bridge member being dis-
posed in a common plane with the hori-
zontally disposed portions of the said shoe
members, and a set screw supported by one
of the shoe members and adapted for en-
gagement with the free end of the bridge
member to hold the said bridge member
against pivotal movement.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two. witnesses.
MICHELE DE ROSA.
Witnesses:
CLEMENT ANTONNIO,
G1AMMUSSO ANGELO.
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