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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
ISA BE L E D GA. R. M. A. L. A. R. KEY, OF Po RTL AND, O. R. E. G. O. N. 

Trry FRSIBLE SANITARY MATTRESS FOR INVALIDS. 

j,107,683. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 18, 1914. 
Application filed January 24, 1914. Serial No. 814.171. 

To all chon, it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, Is ABEL EDGAR MA 

(ARKEY, a citizen of the inited States, and a 
resident of Portland, in the county of Mult 
nomah and State of Oregon, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Reversible Sanitary Mattresses for Invalids, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

seful improvements in mattresses which are 
especially designed for the use of invalids, 
and the invention primarily has for its ob 
ject to provide a mattress that can be used 
on the ordinary type of bed without any re 
construction of the bed or of the bed springs, 
and in its generic nature, the invention pro 
vides a mattress having an opening through 
the same, the mattress being covered by a 
sheet of rubber or other suitable material, 
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which sheet has a pocket that conforms to 
and fits within the opening in the nattress, 
there being also provided suitable plugs to 
fit in the pocket of the sheet and close the 
same whereby the upper surface of the mat 
tress will be substantially flush throughout, 
one of the plugs being shaped in a manner 

that when removed the resultant opening 
ll be such as to receive a vessel or chamber 

which is designed to fit therein. 
In its more subordinate nature, the in 

sention provides means for preventing 
spreading of the mattress around the open 
ing, means for retaining the sheet in place 
and such other details of construction, ar 
rangement and combination of parts, as will 
provide a ready and convenient assemblage 
of parts so that the vessel or chamber may 
be put into position, or removed and the 
corresponding plug inserted without dis 
turbing the position of the patient on the 
bed. 

In its further detailed nature, the in 
vention also includes those novel details of 
construction, combination and arrangement 
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of parts, all of which will be first fully de 
scribed and then be specifically pointed out 
in the appended claims, and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing, in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
mattress, the sheet and plugs being removed. 
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of a 
portion of the mattress with the sheet in 
position. Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal 
section taken substantially on the line 3-3 
on Fig. 2, but showing the plugs and cham 
ber in place. Fig. 4 is a plan view of one 

cf. the reinforcing frames. Fig. 5 is a detail 
perspective view of a vessel or chamber 
adapted for use in connection with my in 
vention. Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view 
of the plug which is used to fill tip the cham 
ber or vessel space when the vessel has been 
removed. Figs. 7 and 8 are detail perspec 
tive views of the wedge plugs that coöperate 
with the plug shown in Fig. 6, or the cham 
be shown in Fig. 5. 

in the accompanying drawing, in which 
like numerals and letters of reference in 
dicate like parts in all of the figures, A rep 
resents the mattress which is provided with 
a suitably located opening of suitable di 
Innensions, the mattress around the opening, 
being reinforced by frames 1-2 that are em 
bedded in the mattress structure. 

3 designates a sheet of rubber, or other 
suitable material, which is extended trans- . 
versely over the top of the mattress. and 
upon the sides thereof, the sheet 3 being se 
cured in place by suitable strap fastening de 
vices 4-5. The sheet 3 is provided with a 
pocket 3 shaped to closely conform to the 
dimensions of the mattress opening, the bot. 
tom of the pocket 3 lying substantially in 
the same plane as the bottom of the mat 
tress, the sheet 3 and pocket 3 forming, as 
it were, a Santiary guard for the mattress 
structure. 
8 is a wedge or filler block constructed of 

substantially the same material as the mat 
tress, and the block 8 is adapted to fit into 
the pocket 3 and coöperate with a second 
wedge filler block 9 that is also constructed 
of substantially the same material as the 
mattress, and lies in the pocket 3 above the 
block 8. 

10 is a filler block, that conforms generally 
in shape to the chamber or vessel 6, which is 
adapted to be located in the pocket 3° in con 
nection with the filler blocks 8-9, as shown 
in Fig. 3, it being understood that the plug 
or block 10 is employed when the vessel 6 
is not in use. The plug 10 and filler blocks 
8-9 are preferably provided with a cover 
ing of rubber cloth or other suitable fluid 
proof material so that they may be washed 
should occasion require. The chamber or 
vessel 6 is of the ordinary construction ex 
cepting that it is provided with a ring or 
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flange 7 that is fitted into the top of the ves 
sel and is provided with a guard or lip 7 to 
direct the matter into the vessel 6 and pre 
vent its spilling over and soiling the bed 
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clothes, as will be clear to those skilled in the 
art. It will be noticed that the plug 9 has 
its deeper end curved to conform to the 
curvature of the vessel 6 o' of the plug i0, 
as the case may be, so that when the vessel 6 
is in position, as shown in Fig. 3, the plug 9 
will, by engaging the vessel, serve to 'lock' 
the vessel 6 in place, as it were, to prevent its 
accidental displacement. 
By my construction, it will be observed, 

that the mattress is readily reversible and in 
order to reverse the mattress, the sheet 3 is 
removed, the mattress turned over, and the 
sheet 3 placed on the new upper side. 

In practice, in order to locate the vessel 6 
in the pocket 3, after the plug 10 is re 
moved, it is only necessary to draw up the 
wedge 9. It is not necessary to remove the 
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disclosed is the 

wedge block 8 unless it is desired to turn 
over the martress. 
From the foregofing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawing, 
it is thought that the complete construction, 
uses and advantages of my invention will be 
clear to those skilled in the art to which the 
invention appertains and desire it under-, 
stood that the form of the invention herein 

preferred one, although 
slight changes in the details of construction 
and arrangement of parts may be made 
without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the appended claims. 
What claim is: 
1. A nattress having an opening througi 

the same, a sheet secured over the iaities. 
and having a pocket substantially confori 
ing to the dimensions of said opening, a set 
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of filler members located in said pocket, said filler in embers including a pair of r 
wedge biocks resting tile oil the other all 
anember of cylindrical fo 

2. A nattress by virg 
the Sanhe, a sheet seki; ; ; ; ; ; 
and having a pocket stilisian 
ing to the dimensions of said opening, a set 
of filler members located in said pocket, said 
filler members including removable biocks 
resting one on the other, and a member of cylindrical form. 

3. A mattress having an opening through 
the same, a sheet secured over the mattress and having a pocket substantialiy conform 
ing to the dimensions of Said opening, a set 
of filler members located in said pocket, said 
filler menbers including removable blocks 
made of resilient material and resting one 
form. - 

. . attless having an opening through 
the sane, a sheet secured over the mattress 
and having a ps.cket substantially conform 
ing to the dimensions of said opening, a set 
(f filler lenbers located in Said pocket, said 
filler nigmbers including renovable wedge 
blocks inade of resilient material and rest 
ing one on the Cther, and a member of cy 
indrical form. 

in testimony whereof, I have here into 
set uny hand in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

S.A. . . . ) {: AiR is 3. . . i S. A 'ARK F. Y. 
- y 

E: is EH! . 
. DoR THE.A REBE. 

on the other, and a member of cylindrical 
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