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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ATLEEN J.
citizen of the United States, residing at
Tos Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles,
State of California, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Stamp - Applying
Machines, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to a machine for

DowNEY, &

.applying stamps to parcels; particularly for

applying postage stamps to mail articles;
and the chief object of this invention is the
provision of a simple, easily manufactured,
and inexpensive form of apparatus for the
purposes set’ forth. .
- Tt is also an object of this invention to
provide a stamp applying machine which is
convenient in form and 1s easily operated;
and to apply means for locking the machine
against unauthorized removal of the stamps.

I explain my now preferred form of ma-

" chine in the following specification, the de-
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‘tion, extending

vice being illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which, Tigure 1 1s a central
longitudinal section of my improved device,
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, with
the case in section, Fig. 3 is 2 plan section
taken as indicated by line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

In the drawings the numeral 10 designates
a suitable base upon which I mount my ma-
chine. A frame 11 is mounted on the base,
caid frame being preferably made of sheet
metal stamped to the required form. The
frame 11 supports a stamp strip supporting
plate 12, the plate and the sides of the frame
11 forming a horizontal chute along which
the stamp strip is fed. At the outer end of
the chute there is a stationary ghearing mem-
ber 13 having a preferably serrated shear-
ing edge; and the stamp strip is fed along
the chute and over the chearing member, one
or more stamps being separated from the
strip at the edge of the shearing member.
The stamp strip 14 is held in the machine
preferably in the form of a voll 15 sup-
ported on a removable axis 152 which s held
in notches 1% in the frame 11

On each side of the frame 11 I mount an
operating lever 16, pivoted near the rear end
of the frame at 17. These operating levers
normally stand in a slightly inclined posi-
forwardly and slightly up-
wardly to the frent end of the machine
where they carry the stamp applying foot
18. The stamp applying foot 18 has a ser-
rated edge adapted to cobperate with the

. The stamp is applied

serrated edge of the siicaring member to
shear a stamp from the strip.
applying foot 18 normally stands above the:
shearing member in about the position
shown, being supported in that position by
means hereinafter described.  The feeding
mechanism feeds stamps over the shearing
member 13 under the foot 18 during the
movement of the foot down to the shearing
member; during the engagement of the foot
with the shearing member and during the
subsequent movement of the foot down-
wardly to apply the severed  stamp, the
stamp feeding means is held inoperative.
to an envelop or other
article placed upen the anvil 20. The en-
velop is slid under the moistening device 21
and is thereby moistened on its upper face;
and the stamp is then applied to the mois-
tened surface of the envelop. The moistener
91 comprises essentially a small water con-

The stamp
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tainer 22 having a wick 23 dipping into the

water therein. A piece of wicking 24 is car-
ried on a pivoted member 25. The wicking
o4 absorbs moisture from the wick 23 and
applies moisture to the surface of the en-
velep when it is slid under the pivoted mem-
ber 95. The anvil 20 preferably has a rub-
ber or other resilient surface member 26 so
that the stamp may be effect.vely placed
upon the envelop. A handle or knob 27
serves to operate the device. ' :
The feeding mechanism includes two ap-
proximately vertical arms 30 pivoted at 31
one on each side of the frame 11; and a num-
ber of stamp engaging fingers 32 are pivoted
on an axis or pin 83 carried by the arms 30.
The fingers 32 normally rest with their ends
upon the stamp strip 14; and their ends are
so shaped as to engage the perforations in
the stamp strip. A pair of small spring
pressers 34 serve to hold the stamp strip
down on the plate 12 and to create sufficient
friction to prevent the fingers 82 from mov-
ing the stamp strip when they drag rear-
wardly over it. ~These spring pressers 34
are mounted on a small holder 35 removably
held in the frame 11; so that the spring
pressers Iay be removed when a fresh
stamp strip is placed in the machine. Each
of the pivoted arms 30 has a cam surface
formed in two parts 36 and 37; and each of
the operating levers 16 carries a pin 38 co-
operating with the cam surfaces of the arms
30. When the parts are in their normal po-
Gitions the pins engage the portions 36 of .

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



10

15

=3

the cam surfacest and downward movement

of the operating levers 16 will cause move-
ment of the arms 30 and of the feeding de-

vice in the directions indicated in Fig. 1, to

feed the stamp strip forwardly along the
stamping chute. By the time the foot 18

‘has reached the shearing member 13, the

pins 38 have moved onto the cam portions
37. The cam portions 37 ave then im such
position that they are practically circum-
ferential to the pivet 17 of the levers 16.
Further movement of the foot 18 does not
cause further movement of the stamp- feed-
ing mechanism bui holds it dinopéerative in
the position shown in Fig. 2. This further
movement of the foot 18 severs the stamp
which has been fed over the shearing mem-

" ber 13 and applies it to the envelop.
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I provide a pair of springs 40 secured to
the feeder arms 30 at 41 and to the oper-
ating levers 16 at 42. These springs 40 have
a tendency to return the members to. their
normal positions shown in Fig, 1. To aid
in regurning thé members to their normal
positions, 1 provide a heavier spring 48

which bears upwardly against one of the op--

erating levers 16 when 1n its lowermost po-

sition ; but this spring 48 does not follow the,

lever throughout all its movement, only fol-
lowing 1t through the lower part of its
movement.
part of the léver movement the action of the
cam surface 36 with pins 38 tends to raise
the levers 16; while during the lower part
of the lever movement, the engagement of
the cam surfaces 37 with the pins 38 has no
such effect. The spring 43 supplies the
necessary force to start the members back
toward their initial positions. i

I provide a case or cover 50 adaptied to
inclose the roll of stamps and the feeding
mechanism. This case is mounted to slide
in ways 51; the rhechanism may be reached
by sliding the case rearwardly to the right
in Fig. 1. The frame 11 has 4 front exten-

“-gion 11%, forming the front wall of the case
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50 and -inclosing the operating mechanism

in the front. On the inside of this wall 11°
I mount a small lock 55 having s bolt 56
adapted to move out over one of the levers
16 when in its lowermost position. This
bolt at the same time engages behind lug 57
on the forward end of the case 50 and locks
the case from removal. When the bolt is
shot it is impossible te remove the case or
to operate the machine to feed stamps from
it. Xey 55* for the lock 55 is inserted
through an aperture 80 in standard 61
which carries the kuob 27 snd through an
aperture 62 in the wall 112

From the foregoing it will be seen that 1
have provided a device which is capable of
manufacturé cheaply from sheel stampings,

and I have shown my device as 5o TR lue-
tured. It is inexpensive and ai the same

It is seen that during the upper
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time is convenient and efficient in its opera-

tion.

I claim—

L. A stamp applying machine or the like,
comprising a base, a stamp strip support-
ing chute, a stationary shearing member at
the end of the chute, a feeding means adapt-

ed to feed a stamp strip over the chute and

the stationary shearing member, said feed-
ing megns involving pivoted arms one on
each side of the chute and stamp engaging.
fingers mounted on said arms, a pair of
levers pivoted at one end and lying longi-

-tudinally .one om: each’ side of the stamp

chute, a stamp applying foot mounted on
the free ends of the levers and codperating
with the shearing member to sever a stamp
from the stamp strip, cam surfaces on the

- pivoted arms of the stamp feeder, and pins

on the levers to engage said cam surfaces.
2. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip supporting means thereon, 2
stamp feeder thereon, an operating léver for
the feeder, a. removable case surrounding
the stamp supporting. and feeding means,
and a lock adapted to engage both the op-
erating lever and the case to prevent re-

moval of the case and movement of the lever.

8. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip roll supporting means, a
stamp chute and a stationary shearing mem-
ber at its end, a stamp strip feeding means
adapted to feed a stamp strip along the
chute over the shearing member, said feed-
ing means involving a pair of upright piv-
oted arms one on each side of the stamp
chute and stamp engaging fingers pivoted
between said arms over the chute, a pair .of

“horizontal "operating levers lying longitu-

dinally one-on each side of the stamp chute
pivoted at one end and free at the other end
above the shearing member, 2 stamp apply-
ing foot on the free ends of said-operating.
levers, said foot adapted to codperate with

the stationary shearing member to sever a !

stamp from the stamp strip and means eo-
operating the operating levers and the stamp
feeding means so the+ d-wnward movement
of the levers and s, plyiug foot causes op-
eration of the feeding means to feed a stamp
under the foot. o

4. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip roll supporting means, a stamp
chute and a stationary shearing member at
its end, a stamp strip feeding means adapt-
ed.to feed a stamp strip along. the chute
over the shearing member, said feeding
means involving a pair of upright pivoted
arms one on each side of the stamp chute
and stamp engaging fingers pivoted between -
said arms over the chute, a pair of horizon-
tal operating levers lying longitudinally one
on each side of the stamp chute pivoted at

. one end and free at the other end above the

shearing member, a stamp applying foot on
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the free ends of said operating levers, said
foot adapted to codperate with the sta-
tionary shearing member to sever 2 stamp
from the stamp strip, a cam surface on each
of the pivoted arms of the stamp feeding
means, and a pin on each of the operating
levers engaging said cam surfaces.

5. In a stamp applying machine, a base, a
stamp strip roll supporting means, 2 stamp
chute and a stationary shearing member at
its end, a stamp strip feeding means adapt-
ed to feed a stamp strip along the chute over
the shearing member, said feeding means in-
volving a pair of upright pivoted arms one
on each side of the stamp chute and stamp
engaging fingers pivoted between said arms
over the chute, a pair of horizontal op-

erating levers .lying longitudinally one on

each side of the stamp chute pivoted at one
end and free at the other end above the
shearing member, a stamp applying foot on
the fres ends of said operating levers, said
foot. adapted to cobperate with the sta-
tionary shearing member to sever a stamp
from the stamp strip,and means cobperating
the operating levers and the stamp feeding
means so that downward movement of the
levers and applying
o removable case covering the stamp strip
roll supporting means and the stamp feed-
ing means, and a loek hdapted to engage
both the case and the one of the operating
levers to hold them immovable on the base.
6. In a stamp applying machine, a base, a
stamp strip roll supporting means, a stamp
chute and a stationary shearing member at
its end, a stamp strip feeding means adapted
to feed a stamp strip along the chute over
the shearing member, said feeding means in-
volving a pair of upright pivoted arms one
on each side of the stamp chuto and stamp
engaging fingers pivoted between said arms
over the chute, a pair of horizontal op-
erating levers lying longitudinally one en

5 each side of the stamp chute pivoted at one

"end and free at.the other end above the

shearing member, a stamp applying foot on

" the free ends of said operating levers, said
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foot adapted to codperate with the sta-
tionary shearing member to sever a stamp
from the stamp strip, a cam surface on each
of the pivoted arms of the stamp feeding
means, and a-pin on each of the operating
Jevers engaging said cam surfaces, a remov-
able case covering the stamp strip. roll sup-

“porting means and the stamp feeding means
= t= T ?
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and a lock adapted to engage both the case
and the one of the operating levers to hold
them immovable on the base.

7. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip roll suppor.ng means, a stamp
chute and a stationary shearing member at
its end, a stamp strip feeding means adapt-
ed to feed a stamp strip along the chute over

the shearing member, said feeding means

“ary shearing member

foot causes operation,

-means SO

8

involving a pair of uprignt pivoted arms
one on each side of the stamp chute and
stamp engaging fingers pivoted between
caid arms over the chute, a pair of horizon-
tal operating levers lying longitudinally one
on each side of the stamp chute pivoted at
one end and free at the other end above the
shearing member, a stamp
the free ends ¢l said operating levers, said
foot adapted to codperate with the station-
to sever a stamp from
the stamp strip, and means cobperating the
operating levers and the stamp feeding
means so that downward movement of the
levers and applying foot causes operation
of the feeding means to feed a stamp under
the foot, and spring means to move the
stamp feeding means in the direction oppo-
site Lo its movement caused by movement of
the operating levers.

8. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip roll supporting means, a stamp
chute and a stationary shearing member at
its end, a stamp strip feeding means adapted
to feed a stamp strip along the chute over
the shearing member, said feeding means in-
volving a pair of upright pivoted arms one
on each side of the stamp chute and stamp

. engaging fingers pivoted between said arms

over the chute, a pair of horizontal operat-
ing levers lying longitudinally one on each
side of the stamp chute pivoted at one end
and free at the other end above the shearing
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member, a stamp applying foot on the free -

ends of said operating levers, said foot
adapted to codperate with the stationary
shearing member to sever a stamp from the
stamp strip, a cam surface on each of the
pivoted arms of the stamp feeding means,
and a pin on each of the operating levers
engaging said cam surfaces, and spring
means to move the stamp feeding means in
the direction opposite to its movement caused
by movement of the operating levers.

9. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip roll supporting means, a stamp
chute and a stationary shearing member at
its end, a stamp strip feeding means adapted
to feed a stamp strip along the chute over
the shearing member, said feeding means
involving a pair of upright pivoted arms

one on each side of the stamp chute and

stamp engaging fingers pivoted between.
said arms over the chute, a pair of horizon-
tal operating levers lying longitudinally one
on each side of the stamp chute pivoted at
one end and free at the other end abo¥e the
shearing member, a stamp applying foot on
the free ends of said operating levers, said
foot adapted to cobperate with the station-
ary shearing member to sever a stamp from
the stamp strip, and means codperating the
operating
that downward movement of the
levers and applying foot causes operating of

levers and the stamp feeding:
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the feeding means to feed a stamp under the
foot, and spring means to move the stamp
feeding means in the direction opposite to
its movement caused by movement. of the
operating levers, a removable case covering
the stamp strip roll supporting means and
the stamp feeding means, and a lock adapt-
ed to engage both the case and the.one of
the operating levers to hold them immov-
able on the base. ) )
10. In a stamp applying machine, a base,
a stamp strip roll supporting means, a
stamp chute and a stationary shearing mem-
ber at its end, a stamp strip feeding means
adapted to feed a stamp strip along the
chute over the shearing member, said feed-
‘ag means involving a pair of upright piv-
‘oted arms one on each side of the stamp
chute and stamp engaging fingers pivoted
betwéen said arms over the chute, a pair
of herizontal operating levers lying longi-
tudinally one on each side of the stamp
chute pivoted at one end and free at the
other end above the shearing member, a
stamp applying foot on the free ends of
said operating levers, said foot adapted to
codperate with the stationary shearing mem-
ber to sever 2 stamp from the stamp strip, a
cam surface on each of the pivoted arms
of the stamp feeding means, a pin on each
of the operating levers engaging said cam
surfaces, and spring means to move the

1,121,864

stamp feeding means in the direction oppo-
site to its movement caused by movement
of the operating levers, a removable case
coveritig the stamp strip roll supporting
means and the stamp feeding means, and a
lock adapted to engage both the case and
the one of the operating levers to hold them
immovable on the base. .

11. A stamp applying machine or the like,
comprising a base, a stamp strip support-
ing chute, a stationary shearing member at
the end of the chute, a feeding means adapt-
ed to feed a stamp strip over the chute and
over the stationary shearing member, said
feeding means involving a pair of pivoted
arms one on each side of the chute and
stamp engaging fingers mounted on both of
said arms, a pair of levers pivoted at one
end and lying longitudinally one on each
side of the stamp chute, a stamp applying
foot mounted on the free ends of the levers

and codperating with the shearing member

to sever a stamp from the stamp strip, and
means for causing the codperation of said
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levers and said arms, said means including -

‘cam surfaces and menibers adapted to en-

gage said cam surfaces on the levers and

arms. -
ALLFEN J. DOWNEY,
Witnesses: :
Cora E. MonTcoMERY,
Drir. L. Horrmaxn.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents eaeh, by addressing the « Commissio_ner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” :



