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This invention relates to garment fasteners, 
and has particular reference to improvements 
in placket closers for dresses and other - gar 
ments. 
Generally speaking, the object of the inven 

tion is to provide a placket closer Which is corn 
posed of pivotally connected strips or links of 
any suitable thin, flat, flexible material and 
which, therefore, is of exceptionally low produc 
tion cost; which may readily and easily be emi 
bodied in a garment; which may readily and 
easily be manipulated to open and close the 
placket; which insures a neat closing of the 
placket, and which possesses all necessary flex 
ibility to conform readily to the contour of the 
body of the person wearing the garment, and 
also to permit all normal body movements as 
when walking, sitting, arising, bending and the 
like, Without imposing undue stress on the gar 
ment or affecting the closing of the placket or 
producing any feeling of stiffness or discomfort. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

which will become more fully apparent as the 
nature of the invention is better understood, the 
same consists in a placket closer embodying the 
novel features of construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts as will be hereinafter more 
fully described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing and defined in the appended claim. 

In the accompanying drawing, wherein like 
characters of reference denote corresponding 
parts in the different views: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the waist por 
tion of a dress showing the improved placket 
closer embodied in the dress and closing the 
placket. 

Fig. 2 is an elevation looking from the inner 
Side of the garment and showing the placket 
closer on an enlarged scale and holding the 
placket closed. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross section on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an elevation of the placket closer re 
moved from the garment and shown in a posi 
tion corresponding to an open position of the 
placket; and 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective illustrat 
ing a special form of strip material which may 
be used in the production of the placket closer. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, it will be 
observed by particular reference to Fig. 4 that 
the present placket closer is of very simple con 
struction in that it primarily comprises simply 
four links to of thin, flat material pivotally con 
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These links may be of bone, metal or any other 
preferably low-cost, flexible material, and they 
are, or may be, duplicates of one another. More 
over, they may be pivotally connected together 
by hollow rivets , as shown, or in any other 
Suitable, inexpensive manner. Therefore, the 
closer is, or may be, of very low production cost. 
The links are divided into two sets or pairs 

designated as A and B, respectively, the Set Or 
pair A comprising the links designated as a, (a, 
and the set or pair B comprising the links desig 
nated as b, b. At adjacent ends the links a, a 
are disposed in overlapping relationship and 
pivotally connected together by a rivet if, as in 
dicated at c, while likewise the links b, b. at ad 
jacent ends are disposed in overlapping rela 
tionship and pivotally connected together by a 
rivet , as indicated at d. Similarly corre 
sponding links d. and b of the two sets or pairs 
A and B are disposed in overlapping relation 
Ship at their ends and pivotally connected to 
gether by rivets , as indicated at e and f, re 
Spectively. Thus, the closer comprises "what 
may be considered as two pairs of toggle levers 
which may be swung between a closed position 
in Which they are disposed in overlying, straight 
line relationship to each other, as shown in 
FigS. 1 and 2, and an open position in which 
the pivots c and d thereof are spaced apart and 
the links collectively form a diamond-shaped 
figure, as illustrated in Fig. 4. 
The links d. and b are of sufficient width so 

that they are not bendable in the planes there 
of, but they are sufficiently thin and flexible so 
that they may readily be flexed or bent in direc 
tions at right angles to their plane. 
The closer may be embodied in a garment in 

any suitable manner, but essentially one of the 
sets or pairs of the links A or B is fastened to the 
material of the garment along one edge of the 
placket opening O in the garment, and the 
other Set or pair of said links is fastened to the 
material of the garment along the other edge of 
the placket opening therein. Thus, by swinging 
the links ?o to the position shown in Figs. 1 and 
2, the placket obviously will be closed, while by 
Swinging said links to a position such as shown 
in Fig. 4, the placket obviously will be opened. 

Usually a placket opening is formed by inter 
rupting a seam, and usually, too, a seam is formed 
by joining together two marginal portions of the 
material of a garment at points spaced inwardly 
from their free edges, leaving strip-like marginal 
portions of the material free and loose at the 

nected together in end to end relationship. 55 inner side of the garment along and to either 



2 
side of the seam. In this connection a seam 
Such as described is designated in FigS. 1 and 2 
aS S and is interrupted as indicated at S, S to 
form the placket opening O, while in Fig. 2 the 
free, interior marginal portions of the material G 
of the garment to either side of the seam S are 
designated as 2. 
One Single, practical manner of embodying the 

present placket closer in a garment having a 
seam as described is to place one of the tWo sets 
or pairs A or B of the links at the inner Side 
of the material of the garment along one edge of 
the placket opening O beneath the contiguous 
free marginal portion 2 of the garment ma 
terial; to place the other set or pair of said links 
at the inner side of the material of the garment 
along the other edge of the placket opening be 
neath the other contiguous free marginal por 
tion 2 of the garment material, and then to sew, 
as indicated at 3, or otherwise fasten the said 
free marginal portions 2, 2 to the gainent na 
terial in covering relationship to the two sets or 
pairs A and 3 of the links 3, so that one set or 
pair of said links is contaired in a pocket of the 
garment material along one edge of the piacket, 
opening O and the other set cir pair of said links 
is contained in a pocket along the other edge of 
said placket opening. Alterinatively, pieces of 
material Sega, rate from the rateria. Of the gar 
ment may be enployed to provide pocketS along 
the two edges of the placket opening to contain 
the two sets or pairs of the links 3, respectively, or, 
as aforesaid, the two sets or pairs of Said links 
may be secured to the gaitinent material, One 
along one side and the other along the other side 
of the placket opening C therein, in any other 
Suitable manner. If any event, the closer, Whe 
in its closed, Straight position illustrated in Fig. 
2 is approximately as long as the piacket Open 
ing O and preferably is suitaioly fasterned at its 
upper and lower ends or pivot points e and f to 
the garment at the upp3r and tie lower ends, 
respectively, of the placket opening Otherein, as, 
for example, by Sewing through the hollow rivets 

at the pivots e and f, as indicated at fi, so 
that Wen the packet is ciosed the gainent ina 
terial at the placket opening is aaintained Ver.- 
tically distended and smooth and against pucker 
19. 
Any suitable means, such as one or more hooks 

and eyes, Snap fasterner's, or the like, fastened to 
corresponding links of the tWO sets Of pairs 
A and B may be employed to secure said setS or 
pairs of links in placket Cliosing position, and in 
this connection and by Way of eXa.Inple, the links 
a, d. of the set or pair A. ai'e illustrated in the 
present instance as having eye elementS is faS 
tened thereto adjacent to their point c of pivotal 
connection. With each other, and the links b, to 
of the set or pair is aire illustrated as having 
hooks f fastened thereto adjacent to their point 
d of pivotal connection. With each other for CO 
operation with the eyes 5. 
The hooks and eyes 3, 3 or equivalent Se 

curing means may be fastened to the links in 
any suitable manner, but Conveniently they may 
be sewed thereto, and to facilitate their attach 
ment in this Khanner said links I?aay be groVided 
With Suitably located thread accommodating 
openings . As Will be understood, of course, 
the closer may be provided with Only a single fas. 
tener or any desired plurality of fasteners ar 
ranged at any desired point, or points. 
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Figure 5 of the drawing illustrates that, if de 

sired, the links to may have transverse Serrations 
or flutes 8 to increase their fiexibility. Obvious 
ly, such serrations or flutes may be provided on 
either or both faces of said linkS. 
While the two sets of links of the present closer 

have been illustrated in the drawing as compris 
ing two links each, each set may comprise three 
or more linkS. in any event, each set comprises 
at least two links, and since the links are disposed 
as shown, fiatly relative to the garment, and rel 
ative to the body of the Wearer of the garment, 
and since the axes of the pivotal connections be 
tween said links are at right angles to the planes 
thereof, it is apparent that the inherent flexi 
bility of the links in directions at right angles to 
their planes perimits thern readily to conform to 
the contour of the body of tile Wearer of the gar 
Inent and that the pivotal connections between 
said links, especially the pivots C and d permit 
the links to SWing relative to each other in their 
planes to, in turn, freely perit Such normal 
bending noveralents of the body as in walking, 
sitting, arising and the like, without imposing 
any Ligue streSS on the garment or producing 
any feeling of Stiffness C discomfort. 

Witholit further description, it is believed that 
the features and advantages of the invention will 
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, 
and it Will Gf COU Se be understood that changes 
in the fortin, proportion and minor details of con 
Struction inay be resorted to without departing 
from the Spirit Of the invention or the scope of 
the appended clain. 
We cairn: 
A device for Opening and closing ... garment, 

placketS formed in a gainent seam, said device 
eXtending above and below the waistline of the 
gainent and bounded OIn all sides and at its ends 
by the cloth of the garment, comprising, right 
and left hand pairs of Superimposed links of thin 
flat form Sustaining flexible material non-bend 
able in the fiat planes of the links, pivots con 
necting the inner ends of each pair of links, said 
pivots having their axes disposed at right angles 
to the pianes of the overlapped inner ends of 
each pair of links, other pivots permanently con 
r28cting the outer overlapped ends of each pair 
Of links and Secured to the cloth of the garment 
at the ends of the placket, said pivots also hav 
ing their axes disposed at right angles to the 
planes of the overlapped outer ends of each pair 
of links, whereby, when the right hand pair of 
links is Sewed in One half of the seam and the 
left hand pair of links are sewed in the other half 
of the Sean and the pivots permanently connect 
ing the Outer ends of each pair of links are an 
chored to opposite closed ends of the placket, 
the said pair of links will assume a diamond 
shaped relation when the placket is open to pro 
vide Slack in the cloth of the garment at the 
Waistline and Will assume an overlapping recti 
linear relation when the placket is closed there 
by to take up Said slack by stretching the mate 
rial at the ZOne of the packet into a flat invisible 
Sean, and Cooperating means respectively carried 
by the inner ends of the links of each pair for 
holding the links in overlying registering relation, 

JUTIA SMITH, 
WIOLET BURGER, 


