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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |: Claims 1-19; directed to a method for recognizing an element of a tooth.
Group II: Claims 20-27; directed to a method of simulating.

The inventions listed as groups | and 1l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The special technical feature of group | is receiving point input data that defines a point on the virtual tooth, which is not present in group
li. The special technical feature of group il is simulating, in three dimensional space, bringing a first virtual element into contact with a
second virtual element, which is not present in group I.

The only elements of commonality between groups | and |l are those of a computer-implemented method, which is known in the prior art
(ref. US 2009/0026643 A1 to Wiest et al. (29 January 2009); para [0105]--"The control unit 62 controls and manages the processes and
data in the system 50 centrally...The control unit 62 can be provided for example by a conventional computer”), receiving into the
computer digital data defining, in three-dimensional space, a virtual tooth, which is known in the prior art (ref. US 2009/0026643 A1 to
Wiest et al.; para [0099])--"the definition means 42, which is provided by a conventional computer with suitable software, receives three-
dimensional geometric data for example for the set of teeth in question”), receiving input data, which is known in the prior art (ref. US
2009/0026643 A1 to Wiest et al.; para [0106]--"The definition means 52 serves to define three-dimensional geometric data and to this
end receives inputs from the contro! unit 62. The extent of these inputs can range from simple basic or even standardised geometric
data through to a complete set of three-dimensional geometric data"), and using the computer’s processor, which is known in the prior
art (ref. US 2009/0026643 A1 to Wiest et al.; para [0106]--"The definition means 52 can also be integrated into the control unit 62 or can
be a separate processor or computer”).

Groups |-l therefore lack unity of invention under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical
feature.
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