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57 ABSTRACT 

A flexible bag body portion has a substantially rigid blade ele 
ment permanently attached to one side wall thereof adjacent 
the open mouth of the bag body portion. A flexible closure 
flap is carried by the opposite side wall of the bag body portion 
and has an adhesive sealing area to coact with a like area on 
the side wall of the body portion carrying the blade element. 
The bag is sealed with the litter and the blade element therein 
prior to disposal. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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DISPOSABLE LTTER PACKAGE HAVING ASCRAPNG 
BLADE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The rapid increase of urban populations coupled with the 
increasing popularity of dogs and other pets has created a seri 
ous sanitary problem in connection with the disposal of dog 
litter. In recognition of this growing problem, a number of 
large cities have recently enacted ordinances requiring dog O 
owners under penalty of a fine to retrieve and dispose of litter 
created by their pets. This, in turn, gives rise to an immediate 
need for a highly simplified, economical, and convenient 
disposal device which is sanitary and which enables the user to 
package the litter without the use of other implements and to 15 
seal the same in a hygienic manner before ultimate disposal in 
an approved manner. 

Accordingly, the object of the invention is to satisfy the 
above need by the provision of a very economical unit which is 
easy to use and which is self-sealing with all contaminated sur- 20 
faces arranged inside of the container body portion. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will be ap 

parent during the course of the following description. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING FIGURES 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a litter disposal package em 
bodying the invention showing the same in a closed and sealed 
condition. 

FIG. 2 is another side elevation of the package with the clo 
sure flap and blade attachment extended. 30 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the use of the blade 
attachment. 

FIG. 4 is another perspective view showing a further step in 
the use of the package. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the package closed and 35 
sealed with the litter therein. 

FIG. 6 is a vertical section taken on line 6-6 of FIG. 5. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
40 

Referring to the drawings in detail wherein like numerals 
designate like parts, the numeral 10 designates a dog litter 
disposal package in its entirety comprising a preferably 
rectangular bag body portion 11 having an integral longitu 
dinally extended flexible closure flap 12 formed as an exten- 45 
sion on one side wall 13 of the body portion. The opposite side 
wall 14 of the bag body portion terminates at the base of the 
flap 12 and the open mouth of the bag body portion is formed 
between the two side walls 13 and 14 at the terminal edge 15 
of the side wall 14, as shown. Preferably, the bag body portion 50 
11 including its two side walls 13 and 14 and the closure flap 
12 are formed of a thin highly flexible tough plastic of the type 
commonly used for lining garbage or trash cans. In some in 
stances, other flexible sheet material may be employed, such 
as coated paper, foil or the like. 55 
Attached to the side wall 14 adjacent the terminal edge 5 is 

a relatively stiff or rigid blade attachment 16 which is en 
ployed as a scraping and lifting element in connection with the 
retrieving and packaging of litter in a sanitary manner. The 
blade element 16 may be formed of stiff cardboard, plastic or 60 
the like and may be permanently secured to the bag side wall 
14 in any preferred manner. In the illustrated embodiment, a 
longitudinal extension 17 of the side wall 14 is attached to the 
blade element 16 with staples 18. In lieu of this, stitching or 
riveting could be employed. If compatible materials are in- 65 
volved, the blade attachment could be heat sealed to the bag 
side wall 14. Preferably, although not necessarily, the blade 
element 16 is somewhat tapered toward its leading end and is 
somewhat narrower than the overall width of the bag body 
portion, as best shown in FIG. 2. These details may be varied 70 
somewhat. Also, the overall dimensions of the bag body por 
tion and blade attachment may be varied to meet the particu 
lar needs of the situation. In all instances, however, the 
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2 
general proportions indicated in the drawings will prevailand 
the device will consist of an open-ended bag with a per 
manently attached substantially rigid blade element and a 
readily foldable closure flap which may be sealed. 

In connection with the sealing of the package, the exterior 
of bag side wall 14 is provided with a pressure-sensitive adhe 
sive strip or area 19 spaced from and parallel to the edge 15. A 
coacting pressure-sensitive adhesive strip 20 is formed on the 
interior face of the closure flap 12 near the free edge thereof. 
Both of these adhesive portions may be protected prior to use 
by readily removable masking strips 21. When the package is 
finally sealed, after closing, as shown in FIG. 6, the two adhe 
sive strips 19 and 20 are pressed into contact. 

In using the device, the first step is shown in FIG. 3 where 
the blade element 16 is manipulated to scrape up or pick up 
the litter. With the mouth of the bag held open and the flap 12 
extended, the litter is delivered to the inside of the bag by 
simply swinging the blade element 16 inwardly around the 
edge 15 so that both the litter and the blade element are now 
disposed inside of the bag with the flap 12 still extended. This 
is shown in FIG. 4. 

Following this, the flexible flap is folded over to close the 
mouth of the bag, FIGS. 5 and 6, and the flap 12 overlaps the 
side wall 14 and the two adhesive strips 19 and 20 are pressed 
into contact after removal of the masking material 21. As best 
shown in FIG. 6, the package is firmly sealed with the litter 
and the blade 16 fully enclosed in the bag body portion. The 
litter package is now disposed of in any approved manner. 

It is to be understood that the form of the invention 
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a preferred ex 
ample of the same, and that various changes in the shape, size 
and arrangement of parts may be resorted to, without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention or scope of the subjoined 
claims. 

claim: 
1. A litter disposal package comprising a flexible material 

open mouth bag body portion having a flexible closure flap on 
one side wall of the body portion extending considerably 
beyond the leading edge of the opposite side wall, a relatively 
rigid blade element secured to said opposite side wall and ex 
tending for a substantial distance beyond said free edge and 
adapted to be manipulated as a scraper and lifting element for 
litter and adapted to be swung with the litter through the open 
mouth of the bag body portion so as to be positioned bodily in 
side of the bag body portion, and coacting adhesive sealing 
means on the closure flap and said opposite side wall of the 
bag body portion. 

2. The structure of claim 1, and said sealing means compris 
ing strips of pressure-sensitive adhesive on the interior face of 
said flap and on the exterior face of said opposite side wall in 
spaced relation to said free edge. 

3. The structure of claim 1, and an integral extension on 
said opposite side wall of the bag body portion, said blade ele 
ment permanently attached to said extension. 

4. The structure of claim 1, and said blade element being a 
substantially flat plate-like element and being somewhat nar 
rower than the overall width of the bag body portion and being 
centered between the longitudinal edges of the bag body por 
tion. 

5. The structure of claim 4, and said bag body portion and 
closure flap formed of thin highly flexible tough plastic, and 
said blade element comprising a relatively thick stiff sheet 
material element. 

6. The structure of claim 2, and said pressure-sensitive ad 
hesive strip on the interior face of said flap disposed adjacent 
to the leading edge of the flap, said coacting strip of pressure 
sensitive adhesive on said opposite side wall being parallel to 
said free edge and spaced from the free edge a distance ap 
proximating the length of the flap when the flap is extended 
beyond the free edge, whereby folding of the flap on the free 
edge will bring said strips of adhesive into face-to-face con 
tact. 
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