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To all whom it may concern: 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HARRY G. HOFFMANN AND GENEVIEVE. B. HOFFMANN, OF OAKLAND, CALLFORNIA. 

A 

1,410,306. Specification of Letters Patent. 

SHOULDER-STRAP HOLDER. 

Patented Mar. 21, 1922. 
Application filed July 6, 1920. Serial No. 394,244. 

N. - 
-2. 

Be it known that we, HARRY G. HoFF 
MANN and GENEVIEVE. B. HoFFMANN, citi 
zens of the United States, and residents of 
Oakland, county of Alameda, and State of 
California, have invented a new and useful 
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Shoulder-Strap Holder, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
Our invention relates to a device for pre 

venting the shoulder straps of garments, 
such as lingerie, from slipping off the wear 
er's shoulders. - 
An object of the invention is to provide 

a simple inobtrusive device which will ef 
fectively retain the shoulder straps of a 
delicate undergarment in proper position 
when disposed upon the wearer. 
The invention possesses other objects and 

features of advantage, some of which, with 
the foregoing, will be set forth in the fol. 
lowing description of the preferred form of 
my invention which is illustrated in the drawings accompanying and forming part 
of the specification. It is to be understood 
that we do not limit ourselves to the show 
ing made by the said drawings and de 
scription, as we may adopt variations of the 
preferred form within the scope of our in 
vention as set forth in the claims. 

Referring to said drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the holder showing it attached to the shoulder straps 

of a camisole. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of the holder. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view thereof. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a modified 

form of the holder. 
Women's under-garments, such as cami 

soles and chemises, are usually supported by 
straps which are secured to the front and 
back of the garment and extend over the 
shoulders of the wearer. Due to the con 
tinued movement of the arms and the 
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natural slope of the shoulders, the straps 
are prone to slip of the shoulders and there 
by inconvenience the wearer. In accordance 
with my invention this undesirable feature 
is eliminated by the provision of an effec 
tive strap holder. 

Briefly expressed the holder comprises a 
pair of engaging members arranged to be 
detachably secured to the straps of the gar 
ment, and an elastic or resilient member 
adapted to lie across the back of the wearer 

SS and connecting said engaging members to gether, 

A detailed description of the present em 
bodiment of the invention follows: 
The device comprises a pair of strap en 

gaging members here shown in the form of 
logies hooks 2 and 3 which are adapted 
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the 'Folier straps 4 and 5 respectively. 
The hooks are preferably constructed of a 
resilient material and the mouth 7 thereof 
formed shallow so that the strap will be 
firmly held and clamped when engaged 
therein. The material out of which the 
straps of lingerie under-garments are made 
is generally of such thin texture that one 
hook can easily engage two straps, so that 
if desirable and as shown in the drawings 
a single holder may be used to effectively 
retain the straps of both the undershirt 8 
and camisole 9 at the same time. 
Means are provided for connecting the 

two hooks together with a member of such length, flexibility and preferably of such 
resiliency that the straps will be retained 
in proper position when engaged by the 
hooks without any discomfort to the wearer 
or in any manner impede the free move 
ment of the wearer's arms or body. The 
connecting member in Figures 1, 2 and 3 
is in the form of an elastic cord 11 adjust 
ably secured at its opposite ends to the base 
12 of the hooks. The base 12 is preferably 
bent so as to retain the knotted end of the 
cord, and should it be desirable at any time 
to vary the normal length of the cord it is. 
only necessary to untie the knot, take up or 
leave out some of the cord and then retie it. 

It is apparent that the holder may be 
constructed so that its appearance and value 
as well as its utility will add to its de sirability, and accordingly in Figure 4 we 
have shown one of a number of ways of 
enhancing the appearance of the holder. 
In this embodiment the connecting member 
is in the form of a gold chain or the like, 
and is preferably connected to the hooks 
through the agency of springs 13 and 14 
so that the desired resiliency of the mem 
ber is provided. 
In the use of the holder it is apparent 

that the hooks may be placed upon the 
wearer with the free end 15 of the hook 
either facing or turned away from the 
wearer, and further it must also be apparent 
that the holder may be made to engage the 
garment either before or after the latter 
is put on. - 
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We claim: . 
1. A device for retaining the shoulder 

straps of a garment in position, comprisin 
hooks adapted to slip over said straps, an 
an elastic member adjustably connecting 
said hooks together, 

2. A device for retaining the shoulder 
straps of a garment in position comprising 
hooks adapted to engage said straps and 
each having the portions of the base folded 
so as to define a longitudinally extending 
passage, and an elastic cord engaging in 
said passages and having knotted end por 
tions normally incapable of being passed 
through said passages. 
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3. A device for retaining the shoulder 
straps of a garment in position comprisin 
hooks adapted to engage said straps E. 
each having the side portions of the base 
folded so as to unitedly define a partially 
closed tapering passage, and a flexible cord 
engaging said openings and having knots at 
the endportions thereof adapted to lie with 
in the respective openings and prevent the 
withdrawal of the cord therefrom. 
In testimony whereof, we have hereunto 

set our hands at Oakland, California, this 
22nd day, of June, 1920. 

ARRY G. HOFFMANN. 
GENEWIEVE B. HOFFMANN. 
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