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1 Claim.

My invention relates to earrings of the type
which are fixed to the lobe of the ear by screws.
Earrings of this type as now manufactured are
difficult of retention on the ear without so tight-
ening the screws as to lacerate or otherwise injure
the tender skin of the ear lobes, as well as to
cause great discomfort to the wearer. These dis-
advantages stem from the fact that the head of
the clamping end of the screw provides only g
small bearing surface which tends to penetrate
the ear lobe, and since it is fixed to the screw it
turns against the skin of the lobe as it is brought
into clamping engagement therewith, thereby
twisting the skins.

It is a purpose of my invention to provide an
attachment for earrings of the screw clamping
type by which an earring may be quickly, in-
expensively and effectively converted into one
which permits the ready and secure clamping
thereof to the ear lobe so as to prevent accidental
displacement and Possible loss of the earring.

It is also a purpose of my invention to provide
an earring attachment which is designed and
adapted to afford a clamping head for the clamp-

ing end of the screw that presents a relatively

large bearing surface to an ear lobe so that when
brought into clamping engagement therewith it
cannot injure the skin or create any discomfort
to the wearer, and the mounting of the clamping
head rotatably on the screw so that it cannot
rotate as it is brought into clamping engagement
with the lobe to twist and possibly injure the gkin
of the latter.

A further purpose of my invention is the pro-
vision of an earring attachment providing the
advantages above set forth, and which is readily
transferable from one earring to another so that
where a woman has several sets of earrings of
the screw clamping type, she can use g pair of the
attachments on any set.

I will describe only one form of clamping at-
tachment embodying my invention, and in asso-
ciation with one form of earring, and will then
point out the novel features thereof in claim.

In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a view showing in berspective g screw-
type earring having applied thereto one form of
clamping attachment embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged elevational view of the
attachment in the brocess of being applied to the
clamping screw of the earring, with the Iatter
shown in section.

Fig. 3 is an elevationa]l

Fig. 4 is a vertical
line 4—14 of Fig. 3.

view of the attachment.
sectional view taken on the
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Fig. 5 is an elevational view of the attachment
taken from the opposite side to that shown in
Fig. 3. ’

Fig. 6 is an enlarged perspective view of the
spring clip of the attachment,

Fig. 7 is an enlarged sectional view of the at-
tachment showing it applied to the earring screw.

Referring specifically to the drawings, in Fig, 1
I have shown a conventional screw-type earring
having a setting 15 for an ornament {6, and
wherein the setting is constructed to provide a
clamping head I7. To this head is secured one
end of a U-shaped wire frame {8, the other end
of the frame having 3, clamping screw 19 threaded
therein. The outer end of the screw is formed
with an operating head 206, and the inner end
with a fixed clamping head 21 which under ad-
justment of the screw inwardly is caused to co-
operate. with the head {7 for securing the ring
to the lobe of the ear.

The attachment of my invention comprises a
disk-shaped member 25 preferably formed of
metal and of a diameter greatly exceeding that
of the clamping head 21. The attachment also
includes means for attaching the member 25 to
the screw (9, and this means in the present in-
stance comprises a wire spring clip 26. The °
member 25 is best shown in Fig. 7 as being con-
structed of thin sheet metal inturned at its
periphery to provide at one side of the member
an annular channel 21. The disk portion of the
member is formed with openings 28 shown in
Fig. 5 and arranged in circular concentrie series.
These openings allow circulation of air between
the member and the skin of the lobe lessening
skin irritation.

As best shown in Fig. 6 the clip 26 is constructed
from a single length of resilient wire bent to pro-
vide a pair of curved sripping arms 29 between
which is a eircular loop or eye 30 having an en-
trance opening 3 through which the screw 1§
can be extended as will be more fully described
hereinafter. As seen in Fig. 7 as well as Fig. 5
the arms 28 are co-planar, while the loop or eye
30 is disposed in a blane paralleling that of the
arms, )

The clip 28 is applied to the member 25 by con-
tracting the arms 29 to 5 position in which they
can be inserted into the channel 27 as ilustrated
in Fig. 3 to position the loop 30 axially of the
member and in spaced relation thereto as illus-
trated in Fig. 7. It will be understood that the
arms 29 expand into the channel 27 so as to
securely hold the clip in proper position on the
member.
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To apply my attachment to the earring shown
in Fig. 1 or to any earring having a similar
clamping screw, the member 25 is presented edge-~
wise to the screw {8 and the clamping head 21
in the manner {llustrated in Fig. 2 sO that the
screw is opposite the entrance opening 3! where-
by, upon forcing the member in the direction of
the arrow in Fig. 2, the screw will operate to
spread the entrance opening 3f sufficiently to
permit the loop 30 to pass avound the screw. In
this position the attachment is mounted on the
screw as illustrated in Fig. 7 with the loop 33
loosely embracing the screw at the rear side of
the head 21 so that the screw can rotate rela-
tive to the member 25.

When applying the earring to the ear, the lobe
is interposed between the head |71 and the mem-
per 25 whereupon the screw 19 is adjusted to
bring the member against the lobe so that the
heads |7 and 25 coact to grip the lobe and thus
secure the ring on the ear. Since the diameter
of the member 25 greatly exceeds that of the
head 2§, it provides a clamping head with a large
pearing surface which will not only securely re-
tain the earring on the lobe but will not injure
the skin of the lobe or create any discomfort o
the wearer. In bringing the attachment into
ear clamping position, the member 25 does nob
rotate when in contact with the lobe so that
the latter will not be twisted during the clamp-
ing operation.

Since the majority of earrings as now manu-
factured are of the form shown in Fig. 1 without
any attachment, my invention is attachable to
any such earring which one may have in her
possession to provide the clamping advantages
above set forth, and it also may be transferred
from one earring to another so that where a
woman hags several sets of earrings she can use
a pair of my attachments on any set of ear-
rings. The spring clip affords ready detachment
of my attachment from an earring for applica-
tion to another, it being necessaly only to force
the screw 19 out.of the loop 38 when the member
25 is detached from the screw.

Although I have herein shown and described
only one form of earring, it is. to be understood
that various changes and modifications may be
made herein without departing from the spirit
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of my invention and the spirit and scope of the
appended claim.

What I claim is:

A removable terminal member for a headed
securing screw of an earring comprising a disk
of an area greatly in excess of the cross-sectional
area of the screw and the head thereof, said disk
having an unohstructed front surface and hav-
ing marginal portions extending rearwardly and
inwardly and defining an annular channel ex-
tending entirely about the periphery of the disk
and open along its inner side, and 2 clamping
member carried by said disk and consisting of a
strand of resilient wire bent intermediate its
length and providing a screw-receiving eye hav-
ing a side opening at a point about its circum-
ference and disk engaging arms, said arms being
arcuate longitudinally and fitting snugly within
substantially diametrically opposite side por-
tions of the channel, there being portions of the
strand curved longitudinally and extending be-
tween and merging into the arms ang the eye
ab opposite sides of the opening and defining an
expansible throat for the opening, the last men-
tioned porticns of the strand being curved away
from the disk and supporting the eye in a plane
ofiset from the plane of the rear surface of the
disk and thereby allow the screw to be forced
laterally through the throat and into the eye
with the head of the screw confined between the
eye and the rear surface of the disk.
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