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This invention relates generally to wall mounted dis-
pensing devices, and more particularly to a combination
device of this character including a wall bracket or a
mouniing means of simplified construction.

Dispensing devices for nested upright receptacles, such
as ice cream cones, paper cups, and the like, are com-
monly employed in connection with a wall bracket or
mounting means to hold the container for the receptacles
in appropriate upright position. Base plates are generally
provided for attachment to the wall or supporting str-
face, and the container or dispensing mechanism for the
container is mounted upon the base plate. While devices
of this type have been widely sold and used, they have not
been satisfactory for general use, for example in the
home. For one thing, the mounting means are relatively
heavy and require screws, nails, or like fastening means
of appropriate strength and size. They are also trouble-
some to mount and dismount from the wall. In addition,
they are frequently of a size and cost which makes them
impractical or undesirable for use in the kitchen or other
suitable area within the home,

The present invention is directed to what now seems a
simple solution to the above and additional problems, as
will appear, and has as a principal object the provision
of a combination dispensing package and wall bracket
for nested upright articles, which is extremely simple in
construction, easily assembled and mounted, and relatively
mexpenswe

It is another object of the invention to prov1de a com-
bination wall bracket and dispensing package of the above
type which is adapted to protectively support a large
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unit in assembled position ready to receive a dispensing
container.

Broadly, the present invention is directed to the com-
bination of an elongated dispensing container of general-
1y polygonal cross section, and a resilient, substantially
U-shaped mounting bracket having polygonally apertured
flexible arms adapted to receive and support the container
in upright position. The container is preferably of a self-
dispensing type wherein an end of the container is pro-
vided with means to dispense packed articles, one-by-one,
as required. As will appear, adhesive or other suitable
attachment means are provided upon a central portion of
the bracket, permitting the device to be mounted in sup-
porting position almost instantaneously.

In a mounted position upon a wall, the apertured arms
of the U-shaped bracket extend in more or less parallel
relation and frictionally engage and support the sides of
the container. More specifically, the arms of the bracket
tend to pivot away from one another due to natural resil-
iency of the bracket material so that the exterior corners
of the openings wedge or bite into the external surfaces of
the container, holding the container firmly within the open-
ings. During subsequent use, the force of pulling the dis-
pensed units from the package, one-by-one, serves to in-
crease this wedging action, causing the container to be
more firmly held within the bracket.

Referring to the drawings in detail, 16 represents a self-
dispensing package which, for purposes of illustration, is
of the type disclosed in copending application, Serial No.
184,154, filed April 2, 1962. As particularly illustrated
in FIGURE 1, such container is provided with a pleated

* closure 12 at either end. The closure 12 is formed of a
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number of nested articles in an upright dispensing posi- _.

tion upon a wall surface.

It is another object of the invention to provide a com-
bination device of such character which can be mounted
almost immediately upon a wall surface, and which makes
possible a simplified mounting or demounting of the ar-
ticle dispensing container.

A further object of the invention is to provide a com-
bination device of such character which can be manipulat-
ed to permit a different positioning of the dispensing con-
tainer during use.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
wall bracket construction for use with a self-dispensing
container, which is outstandingly simple in construction,
easily manufactured, and very low in cost.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will
appear, from the following description and from the draw-
ings in which:

FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of a combination
wall bracket and dispensing container embodymc the in-
vention;

FIGURE 2 is a detail view along the line 2—2 of FIG-
URE 1, showing a preferred means for mounting the com-
bination device upon a wall surface;

FIGURE 3 is a plan view of a dxsassembled wall
bracket unit, according to the invention;

FIGURE 4isa vxew in side elevation of the unit shown
in FIGURE 3;

FIGURE 5 is a view in perspective illustrating the as-
sembly of the wall bracket unit of FIGURE 3; and -

FIGURE 6 is a like view showing the wall bracket
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plurality of overlapping flaps or tabs 14 which function in
the open position to resiliently grasp and hold the lower-
most article in the stack at points of contact established by
the tabs 4. When, in a use of the device, the lowermost
article is grasped and pulled downwardly to withdraw it
from the container, the tabs 14 are spread apart, per-
mitting the article to pass, after which the tabs spring in-
ward to engage and intercept the succeeding article. In
this way the articles are dispensed, one after the other,
in successive fashion.

It will be understood that the container 26 can be con-
structed of conventional material, such as paper board,
or other heavy paper suitably sized and calendered to a
Alternatively, it can be constructed of
foil coated paper, plastic, or other suitable material. . In
any event, the weight and thickness of the material should
be adequate to provide the right amount of resiliency for
dispensing such items as ice cream cones, paper cups, or

. the like.
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It is a feature of the invention that the container is sup-
ported in upright position by a U-shaped mounting
bracket 28 of extremely snnple construction. Referring
to FIGURE 3, the bracket is seen to comprise (in de-
mounted position) a simple planar member subdivided
by transverse score lines 22 into two extending arms 24.
In a preferred embodiment, the grooves or score lines 22
subtend at an angle of approximately 90° to facilitate
the folding of the device 2@ into the desired U-shape.
As particularly illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 6, .the
arms 24 of the bracket are suitably provided with en-
larged polygonal openings or apertures 28 which general-
Iy correspond to the cross section of the container 10.
The finger tabs 39 at the ends of these arms facilitate the
manipulation of the bracket into mounting position, as
will be explained.

FIGURES 5 and 6 illustrate the folding of the bracket
about the score lines 22 to place the arms 24 in position
to receive the dispensing container 18. In the mount-
ing position, shown in FIGURE 6, the arms are arranged
in substantially parallel relation with respect to one an-
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other, thus facilitating insertion of the container 10
through the aligned apertures 28.

In general, it has been found that the bracket 20 can
be simply and easily fabricated -from a -suitable .plastic
material in a simple molding operation. Low cost ther-
mosetting or thermoplastic resins are preferred, for ex-
ample, phenolic, alkyd, and polyester resins (thermo-
setting), and polyethylene, acrylate, vinyl, and styrene
tesins (thermoplastic). The essential requirement is that
the material employed be easily molded, relatively strong
and flexible, and generally adaptable to household use.
It should also have a relatively high modulous elasticity
and good structural strength to insure bending about the
score lines 22 without cracking or breaking.

As best illustrated in FIGURES 2 and 4, attachment
means 40 are provided on the central portion 26 of the
bracket to permit the bracket to be suitably mounted upon
a wall or other supporting surface 42. In the preferred
embodiment illustrated, the attachment means 49 com-
prises a resilient, pressure-sensitive adhesive strip 44
which prior to assembly may be covered or protected by
a strip of paper or other suvitable material 46. Adhesive
strips of this type are well known in the trade and make
use of a resilient strip of conformable plastic foam coated
and impregnated on both sides with a normally tacky and
pressure-sensitive adhesive, for example as particularly
described in U.S. Patent No. 2,921,916, adapted to adhere
to substances upon appropriate application of pressure.
Once the bracket 20 has been folded into the position
shown in FIGURE 6, the outer protective strip 46 can
be removed and the bracket pressed against the wall sur-
face to cause adherence of the adhesive strip and bracket
in a supporting position.

If desired, provision can be made for supplementary
fastening means such as wood screws and the like. Thus,
as shown in FIGURE 3, holes 48 for this purpose can be
provided in the central portion 26 of the bracket. In the
device illustrated, the central portion 26 is also provided
with an intermediate score line or groove 5¢, which serves
to accommodate the interior corner of the container 19
and thereby provide a close, wall-hugging support for the
combination device.

Following attachment of the bracket 2@ to the wall
surface, the arms 24 are in position to receive a container
19 through the openings 28. During this operation, the
tabs 30 can be manipulated between the fingers to insure
alignment of the openings, and ready passage of the con-
tainer through the openings to a desired position. Upon
releasing the tabs, the natural resiliency of the bracket
material causes the arms 24 to spring apart-and to wedge
or bite into the exterior wall surfaces of the container.
This relationship is shown in somewhat exaggerated form
in FIGURE 2 by the outermost dotted line positions of the
arms 24. As will be apparent from this view, the outer-
most corners of the inner periphery of the openings 28
engage the container at points 52 extending about the
carton, to securely wedge the container in a desired verti-
cal position. Thus positioned, the only way to release
the container from the bracket is by re-alignment of the
polygonal openings 28 through use of the tabs 3. Other-
wise, attempts to pull the container from the bracket will
only result in causing the container to become more firm-
ly wedged within the openings 28.

To use the combination device, the lower end closure
12 is opened by pulling downward on one of the locking
tabs 14, causing the stacked articles 60 to feed by gravity
through the bottom opening. This movement is resisted,
however, by the resiliency of the tabs, so that the stack
assumes the position generally illustrated in FIGURE 1.
The articles can now be dispensed ome after another
through the bottom of the container, against the pressure
of the tabs.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that the combina-
tion between an elongated dispensing container of polyg-
onal cross section and the U-shaped bracket makes pos-
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sible an unusually convenjent mounting and support of a
self-dispensing container. The bracket itself is adaptable
to mounting on any vertical wall surface, as in the kitchen,
office, work shop, etc., almost immediately, and with a
minimum of effort. One installed, the container is at all
times held in rigid wedged relationship by the flexible arms
24 but without placing undue stress upon either the mount-
ing bracket or the wall during use.

The invention also makes possible the simple easy
mounting of dispensing packages for use without the use
of separate mounting plates, or heavy permanent attach-
ment means. The mounting brackets themselves can also
be mass produced at relatively low cost and packaged in
flat, stacked relationship for ready shipment to the point
of sale. Moreover, the brackets are so simple in construc-
tion and inexpensive to produce, that they can be made
readily available for use in a plurality of locations, and
just as easily removed when their usefulness has ended.
These and other advantages make the mounting bracket
and combination dispensing container of the invention par-
ticularly useful for the purpose stated.

Those skilled in the art of this invention will also rec-.
ognize that many changes in construction in widely differ-
ing embodiments and applications of the invention will
suggest themselves without departing from the spirit and
scope thereof. For example, although:- the illustrated em-
bodiment of the invention relates to a dispensing package
of hexagonal cross section, devices employing a greater
or smaller number of sides can be employed without sub-
stantial variance from the principles of the invention.
Thus, the package 1¢ might be triangular, square or even
octagonal in cross section without in any way detracting
from the advantages herein described. In like fashion,
the packages 10 could be provided with varying types of
dispensing means, including detachable means, without
substantial change in the invention. It should be under-
stood therefore that the disclosures and description herein
are purely illustrative and are not intended to be in any
sense limiting. :

I claim:

1. A combination wall bracket and dispensing package
for ice cream cones, cups and similar articles, compris-
ing, an elongated container of generally polygonal cross-
section, a plurality of articles stored in nested relation
within the container, dispensing means at one end of said
container, a cooperating wall bracket supporting said
container in upright position, said wall bracket comprising
a pair of extending arms integrally attached to a central
bracket portion by scored and bent portions of reduced
thickness whereby said bracket assumes a substantially
U-shaped configuration, each of said arms being provided
with a polygonal opening corresponding in shape and di-
mension to the polygonal cross-section of said container
$0 as to receive said container, said arms being urged apart
and into frictional supporting relationship with said con-
tainer by a natural resistance to bending of the material
of the wall bracket, and attachment means secured to the
central portion of said wall bracket whereby the container
can be supported in upright dispensing position upon 2
wall surface.

2. A combination device as in claim 1 wherein said
wall bracket is constructed of a resilient plastic material
bent into the U-shaped configuration about transverse
score lines.

3. A combination device as in claim 2 wherein the arms
of said wall bracket are provided with finger tabs, whereby
the arms can be pivoted about said transverse score lines
to positions of alignment of said polygonal apertures with
the polygonal cross-section of said container.

4. A combination device as in claim 1 ‘wherein the
attachment means secured to the central bracket portion
comprises a resilient adhesive strip, and a pull strip of
nonadhesive material overlaying said adhesive strip.

5. As a new article of manufacture, a wall bracket
formed of molded plastic material, said wall bracket com-
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prising a substantially planar central bracket portion hav-
ing integrally -attached thereto a pair of extending arms,
said extending arms being attached to the central bracket
portion by scored and bent portions of reduced thickness,
said wall bracket assuming a substantially U-shaped con-
figuration wherein said arms are urged apart by a natural
resistance to bending of the molded plastic material, said
central bracket portion being provided with an adhesive
strip on a side opposite said extending arms, each of said
extending arms being substantially planar and being pro-
vided with a polygonal opening adapted to frictionally re-
ceive a dispensing package of cross section corresponding
to said opening, said extending arms being pivotally mov-
able about said scored and bent portions of reduced thick-
ness fo permit alignment of said openings with one an-
other to receive a dispensing package and thereafter to
frictionally engage the package to hold the same against
movement relative to the bracket during dispensing oper-
ations.
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