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5 Claims. (CI, 311-84) 
The invention relates to tables the height of 

which is adjustable, Hitherto such tables had 
legs which consisted of two or more parts shift 
ably connected to one another, whereby the length 
of the legs, and with it the height of the table, 
could be altered within certain limits. The ma 
nipulation for altering the length of the legs was 
Complicated, especially in view of the requirement 
that all legs must uniformly be brought to ex 
actly the same length for every height to which 
the table shall be adjusted. 

Object of the present invention is to create a 
simple mechanism for altering the height of a 
table to two different levels so that the same 
table may be used as a dining table of height 
usual for this purpose, or as a lower table as 
preferred for serving coffee, tea, sandwiches or 
the like. - 
The table according to the present invention 

is provided with supporting members which are 
directly or indirectly-connected to the tabletop 
in a jointed way, turnable around horizontal axes, 
and have two supporting surfaces of different 
distances from the said axes. According to 
Which of these Surfaces of the supporting mem 
bers are brought into the supporting position by 
turning the members around their axes, the 
height of the table is either large or Small. . . . 
With a simple convenient and pleasing mode 

of execution of the table according to the pres 
ent invention, the supporting members are shaped 
as rectangularly bent legs in the approximate 
form of the letter L, the sides of which are of 
different length. This fills the requirement that 
the legs should be provided with two supporting 
surfaces of different distances from the axis. 
The turning axis of the joint by which such a 
leg is connected to the tabletop may be arranged 
either on the end of one of the sides of the L 
shaped leg or Onits vertex. 
Of course it is necessary to provide means for 

locking the supporting members in the desired 
position. 

In the annexed drawing there are shown two 
modes of execution of the invention. The first 
mode of execution is shown 
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In Figure 1 in elevation. With the Supporting . 
members in such a position that the table stands 
up to its larger height, 
In Figure 2 in a view from below, 
In Figure 3 in elevation with the Supporting 

members in such a position that the table stands 
up to its Smaller height. 
The second mode of execution is shown 
In Figure 4 in elevation. With the Supporting 
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members in such a position that the table stands 
up to its larger height, , 

In Figure 5 in a view from below, and 
In Figure 6 in elevation with the supporting 

members in such a position that 
up to its smaller height, 

In Figure 7 a locking device for the turntable 
legs of the table is shown. . . . . 
With the first mode of execution according to 

the Figures 1-3, the tabletop f is supported by 
two pairs of legs 2 each pair of which is ar 
ranged on one of the narrower sides of the 
right-angular tabletop. The legs are L-shaped, 

the table stands 

the one side 3 of which is longer than the other 
one 4. The legs of every pair are fastened to 
a horizontal bar 5 which is connected to a bar 
6 by means of a joint 7 having a horizontal axis, 
this bar 6 being horizontally movable and guided 
in grooves 9 of a frame 9 fixed to the underside 
of the tabletop . Besides the bar 5, the two 
legs of each pair may be rigidly braced and-con 
nected to one another by cross-bars 8. Each pair 
of legs 3 can be turned around the horizontal 
axis of its joint 7 so as to bring it from the 
position shown in Figure 1 to the position shown 
in Figure 3. In the position according to Fig 
ure 1 the longer portions 2 of the legs stand up 
right and therefore the legs as supporting mem 
bers, hold the tabletop - at a larger height than 
in the position-according to Figure 3 where the 
shorter portions 4 of the legs are upright, while 
the longer portions 3 of the legs are lying hori 
Zontally on the floor. In order to lower the table 
out of the position according to Figure 1 it is 
only necessary to turn the legs around the joints 
5 into the position as shown in Figure 3, and vice 
versa. This.turning of the pairs of legs can be 
performed either when the table is lifted a little 
from the floor or when the table is laid sideways 
upon the floor. 
A device for locking the legs in each of the 

two positions in which they have to support the 
tabletop may be executed in several ways. The 
locking device according to Figures 1-3 consists 
of a pawl O and a cam fixed to the bar 5 
and provided with a recess into Which the end 
of the bolt 9 catches when the Supporting mem 
bers or legs 2 are in the position shown in Fig 
lure 1. In this Way the legs cannot turn toward 
the middle of the table, nor can they turn in the 
opposite direction because their portions 4 are 
in contact With the under surface of the frame 
9. The pawl O is fastened to a plate 2 which 
is horizontally movable and guided in grooves 
of the frame 9. In this way the plate 2 together 
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With the pawl O may be shifted into a position 
in which the end of the bolt catches into the 
recess of the cam for locking the legs, Or the 
pawl O may be withdrawn when the locking 
should be released. In the position according 
to Figure 3 no Special locking device is neceS 
sary if the joints are eXecuted and arranged as 
shown in Figure 3 because the fact that none 
of the two joints admits turning the legs toward 
the middle of the table, gives the table a sufficient 
Stability. 
The mode of execution shown in Figures 4-6 

differs from the first one in the main by the fact 
that the legs shaped as right angles are con 
pected to joints of the tabletop not With One of 
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table top, the legs being turnable around the 
horizontal axes of the said joints, in such a man 
ner that two positions of the right angle-shaped 
legs may be obtained in Which the longer Or the 
shorter of the two sides of each of the legs may 
be brought into an upright position for support 
ing the tabletop in two different heights. 

2. A table comprising a tabletop, supporting 
legs shaped as right angles the two sides of Which 
are of different length, and joints. With horizontal 
axes for connecting One of the ends of the legs 
to the tabletop, the legs being turnable around 
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their ends as it is shown in Figures 1-3, but with 
their Vertex. 

In horizontal grooves 3 of the frame 4, fixed: 
on the underside of the tabletop 5, there are 
guided two bars f6, each of which carries joints 

T. With a horizontal axis to which the Vertex 
of two leg-systems 8 is connected. Each leg 
system consists of two legs. 9, 20 which are 
formed of one piece in the shape of a right angle 
or the letter L. The side 9 of this right angle 
is longer than the other side. 20. TWO. Such 
systems of legs on one side of the table form a 
couple or pair with the vertices of the leg-System 
turnable around an axle 2 of the joints iT. 
When the leg-systems are in the position shown 
in Figure 4 in which the longer sides of the leg 
systems are upright and support the tabletop, 
the height of the table is larger than after turn 
ing the leg-systems around the vertices until 
the shorter sides of the legs get into the upright 
position, as shown in Figure 6. The bars 6 
are movable in order to admit in every case a 
position of the leg-systems which, at the same 
time, secures the highest degree of stability of 
the table, and avoids projecting of the horizontal 
portions of leg-systems over the edge of the 
tabletop. 
Also with this mode of execution locking de 

vices for the two different positions of the leg 
systems may be used. Such a locking device may 
consist, for example, of a couple of Spring-hooks 
22 (see also Figure 7 which shows this couple 
of Springs in a front view) for each of the legs. 
We do not want to limit the scope of our in 

vention to the modes of executions We have here 
described and represented in the drawing, for it 
is obvious that the movable supporting mem 
bers with their two supporting surfaces of dif 
ferent distances from the tabletop may be exe 
cuted also many other WayS. 
What we claim is: 
1. A table comprising a tabletop, Supporting 

legs shaped as right angles the two sides of 
which are of different length, and joints with 
horizontal axes for connecting these legs to the 
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the horizontal axes of the joints, in Such a man 
ner that tWO positions of the right angle-shaped 
legs may be obtained in which the longer or the 
Shorter of the two sides of each of the legs may 
be brought into an upright position for Support 
ing the tabletop in two different heights. 

3. A table comprising a tabletop, Supporting 
legs shaped as right angles the two sides of which 
are of different length, and joints with horizontal 
axes for connecting the vertices - of the right 
angle-shaped legs to the tabletop, the legs being 
turnable around the horizontal axes of the joints, 
in such a manner that two positions of the legs 
may be obtained in which the longer or the 
shorter of the two sides of each of the legs may 
be brought into an upright position for Sup 
porting the tabletop in two different heights. 

4. A table, comprising a tabletop, two pairs of 
supporting legs, the legs of each pair being 
shaped as right angles the two sides of which 
are of different length and being rigidly con 
nected to each other, and joints with horizontal 
axes for connecting the said pairs of legs to the 
tabletop, the pairs of legs being turnable around 
the horizontal axes of the joints in such a man 
ner that the right angle-shaped legs may be 
brought into two different positions in which the 
longer or the shorter side of each leg may stand 
upright for supporting the tabletop: in different 
heightS. . . . . . . 

5. A table, comprising a tabletop, supporting 
legs shaped as right angles the two sides of 
which are of different length, joints with horizon 
tal axes for connecting the legs to the tabletop, 
cams fastened to the legs and having a recess, 
and pawls movably connected to the tabletop, 
the legs being turnable around the horizontal 
axes of the said joints in such a manner that 
the right angle-shaped legs, may be brought into 
two different positions in which the longer or 
the shorter side of each leg may stand upright 
for supporting the tabletop in two different 
heights, the said pawls being fit to catch into 
the said recesses when the legs should be locked 
in the one or the other of the two positions into 
which they have been turned. . . . 

RICHARD J. NEUTRA. 
PAUL R. WILLIAMS.- 

  


