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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLriam HArvEY
RAYMOND, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Marshall, in the county of Calhoun
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Neek-Yoke
Retainers; and I do declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form apart
of this specification. _

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in neck-yoke supports
or retainers; and it has for its object the pro-
vision of a simple and inexpensive and at the
same time efficient and durable device of the
character mentioned, which, while being
adapted to ready engagement with the ring

-at the end of the neck-yoke and to effectually

hold the same against accidental displace-
ment, at the same time will permit the ready
disengagement of the ring when desired.

To this end and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain, the same consists in the
novel construction of the device, as hereinaf-
ter described, shown in the accompanying
drawings, and then specifically claimed.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which drawings—

Figure 1is a perspective view of the neck-
yoke refainer embodying the present inven-
tion.  Tig. 2 is a vertical transverse section
of the same. Iig. 8isa horizontal section
upon the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A represents a block
of wood, metal, or other material adapted to
the purpose. Thisblockisofa width sli ghtly
greater than the wilth of the hame-strap
loops B B and in vertical cross-section the

- block is in the form of a truncated pyramid,

as is clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
Passing through the center of the block A is

"~ an opening C, communication with which
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opening throughout its entire length is had
from the top of the block through a slot ¢,
which extends diagonally across the top of the
block, as shown,

The hame-strap loops B B are formed of a
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single piece of wire, which is bent around the
outer face of the block A and seated within
recesses formed for the reception of the wire
in the face of the block, the portions of the
wire which are bent to form the strap-loops
extending above the upper face of the block,
as shown, )

D is a casting made to conform to the shape
of the block A in cross-section and of a width
corresponding with the width of the block.
This casting is fitted over the block after the
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wire forming the hame-strap loops has been .

placed in position, the inner walls of the cast-

ing being provided with suitable recesses to

engage the said wire, and the parts when thus
united are held together by means of bolts or
rivets a o passed therethrough.

From the foregoing deseription the opera-
tion of the device will be readily understood.

When it is desired to place the neck-yoke
ring within the opening C in the block A, it
is simply necessary to turn the block so as to
have the slot ¢’ register with the ring, when
the ring is readily permitted to enter the
opening C throughthe slot ¢'. When the re-
tainer is secured to the hame-straps of the
harness, the block is necessarily thrown into
such a position as to hold the slot ¢ out of
alinement with the ring within the opening C
and thus prevent the possibility of the ring
being accidentally thrown out of the said
opening through the slot .

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to benew, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The herein-described neck-yoke retainer,
the same consisting of a hlock havingan open-
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ing for the reception of the ring upon the

neck-yoke and a slot extending from the up-
per face of the block downward and communi-
cating with the said opening at an angle to
the direction of the length of the opening, the
hame-strap loops formed of a single piece of
wire bent around the block as described, the
outer casting covering the sides and bottom
of the block and the means, as the rivets a,
for holding the parts together, substantially
as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
’ WILLIAM HARVEY RAYMOND.
Witnesses:
Epgar H. GRANT,
AporPH W. RAYMOND,
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