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Yo alié whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JAMES N. CRABB, of
Indianapolis, county of Marion, and State of
Indiana, haveinvented a certain newand use-
ful Basin-Stopper; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which like
ietters refer to like parts.

Thisinventionrelatestoareversible loosely-
fitting stopper for washbasins, bath-tubs, and
vessels having outlets therefrom adapted to
be closed by stoppers.

The object of the invention is to provide a
stopper of the kind that will by gravity seek
its seat when placed in a basin, which isat the
same time reversible, and therefore it is im-
material how thestopperis placedin the basin
or which side is up or down.

The full nature of my invention will be un-.

derstood from the accompanying drawings,
and the deseription and claims following, of
one form of deviceembodying said invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a central ver-
tical section of the lower part of a washbasin,
the outlet therefrom, and the stopper, which
is in place, and a portion of the chain to
which it is attached. Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the stopper and a portion of the chain.

In detail there is herein shown the lower
part of a washbasin 1, with an outlet-pipe
2 leading centrally from the lower portion
thereof. The chain 3 shown is expected to
be attached atits upper end to the washstand
or other stationary object, as usual, said at-
tachment not being deemed necessary here to
be shown. The foregoing parts are old.

Turning now to the stopper, it consists of a
flexible orresilient disk of a diameter consid-
erably greater than that of the passage-way
through the outlet. It is centrally provided
on each side with the centering deviceor ex-
tension 5, preferably spherical, with its hori-

zontal diameter when in place less than the

diameter of the outlet. The two oppositely-
placed centering devices or extensions there-
fore practically form a ball or sphere, with
the disk eentrally encircling the same. All
of these parts of the stopper are preferably

made of rubber integral with each other, as
shown; but this is not necessaryand I donot
wish to limit myself to this manner of con-
structing the stopper.

The chain for removing the stopper is at-
tached to the edge or peripheryof the disk by
any suitable means, the means here shown
being an ear 7, flexibly connected with the
edge or periphery of the disk. Itispreferably
made of rubber, integral wisth said disk, but
thinner at the point of attachment than the
disk, in order that the flexion when the chain
islifted will not take place in the disk proper,
but outside of it in the ear, and preferably
near the attachment of the ear to the disk,
In this way the disk on theside to which the
ear is attached will not be lifted in the slight-
est degree off its seat when in use, as shown
in Fig. 1, and therefore the disk will fit tightly
in place and prevent the escape of water or
other fluid at that point.

In operation this stopper, at least when the
centering portion thereof is made of metal,
need only be thrown in the basin of water,
where the basin is spherical, and it will at
once seek its seat, and when made of rubber
it need not be aceurately located nor need
any attention be given as to which side is up
or down. Gravity and the flow of water will
tend to carry it to its seat, while gravity and
the weight of water will hold it in place in its
seat and make the joint water-tight.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A stopper for washbasins, bath-tabs,
&c., comprising a flexible disk, a centering
device located on each side of said disk, and
means for attaching a chain to the periphery
of said flexible disk.

2. A stopper for washbasins, bath-tubs,
&e., comprising a flexible disk, a centering
device or extension centrally located on each
side thereof, and an ear integrally connected
with the edge or periphery of said disk for
the attachment of a chain. :

3. A stopper for washbasins, bath -tubs,
&e., eomprising a flexible disk, a centering
device or extension centrally located on each
side thereof, and an ear connected with the
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edge or periphery of said disk for the attach- | my signaturein the presence of the witnesses
ment of a chain, the ear, disk and centering | herein named.
device or extension being -made integrally of
rubber with a crease at the junction of the JAMES N. CRABB.
5 ear with the disk to locate the point of flexion ‘Witnesses:
of said ear. V. H. LOCKWOOD,

In witness whereof I havehereunto affixed M. C. Buck.



