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This- invention relates to-an improved dispenser for
sheet material, such-as roll paper. Rt
- The -primary ‘object- of -the -inventionis_to-provide a
more practical :and efficient device of the kind indicated,
which has superior, and more’ easily- used sheet -material
cutting means, ‘which serves:.also -as-means-for: position-
ing material. for- a-subsequent cut, and which -has means
for preventing sidewise rolling-of -a-sheet .material roll
therein;. even after the roll has been .consumed-to a frac-
tion of ‘its starting-diameter.: ;=m0 e

.. Another object-of the invention-is to-provide a- device
of-the character indicated above  which. has a ‘hinged cover
having a depending, flange-on itsfree edge, provided with
a cutting edge, the flange serving.in-the closed ‘position of
the cover, to hold.a length-of-sheet :material -between
itself -and- the . front. of the-container of the device,-long
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- and preferably somewhat deeper.

15

2

24 has a rear longitudinal edge 26 which is connected by
hinge means, preferably in the form of longitudinally
spaced hinges 28, to the upper edge of the back wall 14.
The cover wall 24 has a front longitudinal edge 30 which
reaches slightly forwardly beyond the front wall 16, when
the cover is in closed position, as seen in Figure-3, and
has on and along the front edge 30 a relatively -deep
depending flange 32, which has a serrated lower: free
cutting edge 34.  As seen in Figure 3, the flange 32 is
of a depth at least half the height of the front wall 16;

The container 10 and the cover 20 are made of rela-
tively stiff- sheet material having some resiliency . ‘and
having sufficient rigidity .and resistance to distortion in
service, that the container will not be substantially col-

. lapsed by operation of the cover 20, and that: the: right-
angular relationship between the cover wall 24 and the
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flange 32 will not be substantially. altered in service. . A -
centered pivoted latch hook 35 can be provided on the
container:front wall 16, below the flange 32, for engage-

- ment with a keeper. eye 36 provided on the flange 32, for
_ securing the cover 20-in closed.- position-on the container
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10. . Coe
‘The container:bottom wall 12 has means thereon; with-
in the containér 10, for resisting crosswise or side to-side

~ rolling, in the container.of a Toll 38, of such as paper
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enough to provide an adequate-hand-hold-for.a dispensing - -

and -cutting operation, following a cutting .operation-done
along the cuttingedge of -the flange with: the-‘cover in
closed position: « : i« e gt o cooanis Sl
A further -object-of -the invention-is- to provide,-in a
device- of the character indicated: aboye, :an-arrangement
wherein, in the closed position .of the «cover, the. cover
flange makes frictional - engagement: ‘with,:a; length- of
sheet ‘material located between-itself and the front of
the container,.so.that the cover;is-maintained in closed
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position, and wherein spring means is provided for swing- -

ing the cover to open position when: the cover.is normally
started toward open :position, ;.- - : :

. Other important objeets. and:.advantageous féatures of ‘

the invention will be apparent from the following descrip-
tion and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for-pur-
poses of illustration only, a specific form of the invention
is set forth in detail.

In the drawings: . =

Figure 1 is a schematic front perspective view of a
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toweling . and - the- like, even..after the diameter, of the
roll.has become a fraction of the starting diafneter,.as-a
result- of dispensing of material from.: the roll... The-roll
means can take the form of an upstanding or longitudinal
rounded ridge.40,- spaced -from :the: back. ‘wall-14. and
the: front-wall 16, and preferably in the form of.an up-
ward indentation of the bottom wall. . The indentation 40
is. spaced closer :to' the back. wall 14 than to:the front
wall 16, as seen in Figure 3, so.that:the roll .38 will
always be larger in diameter than the distance between
the indentation and the back wall,.and be thereby pre-
vented -from ever lodging between . the indentation -and
the back wall 14, and so as to be thereby forced to. oc-
cupy a forward position in a roll seat 49 formed be;
tween the indentation and the front wall 16. In such
forward position,. the roll 38, .and: the strip 42 .coming
off the bottom:of the roll, :are held against the -front
wall, instead of. merely reaching at an angle from:the
roll to the upper edge -of the front wall 16. .- - )
The indentation 40 is preferably formed to. have-arcu-

" ate rear and-top portions.44, 46 and:a forwardly declin-
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device of the invention, showing an-operator’s left and .-

right hands severally applied to-depress the cover from
open position ‘and . tear sheet material -along the cutting
edge; —_—

- Figure
showing the:cover in open position;. .. -~ T

Figure 3 is a transverse vertical section taken on the
line 3—3 of Figure 1; and,

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical section taken on the
line 4—4 of Figure 2. :

Referring in detail to the drawings, wherein like nu-
merals designate like parts throughout the several views,
the illustrated dispenser comprises a horizontally elon-
gated, rectangular open-tdp container. 10, having a bot-
tom wall 12, a back wall 14, and a front wall 16, extend-
ing between full height end walls 18, and a cover 20 for
its open top.

The walls of the container 10 are all of the same height
and have a common upper edge 22. The cover 20 com-
-prises a top wall 24 of the full length of the container,
and of a width slightly greater than the spacing of the
back and front walls from each other. The cover wall

2-is a _front peré;i_ective view: of said device
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ing, substantially flat forward ramp.portion 48; so. that,
as seen-in Figure 3, a.full roll 38 rests-upon the top
portion 46, and a depleted roll rests;upon the ramp por-
tion 48, as shown in Figure 4. As also.shown in Figure
4, a -dispensing -operation :is prepared for and. initiated
by pulling the strip. 42 off the underside of the roll 38,
over the upper edge of the front wall 16 and down along
the. front side of the front wall 16, with: the cover 20 in
OPen- POSIHON. . .~ i e e e e e
. For holding the -cover.20..up.in-open position, spring
méans is. provided, which preferably comprises a ver-
tically elongated, upwardly and forwardly bowed spring

“leaf 50 which is fixed at its lower end, as indicated at 52,

to an intermediate height part of the front of the back
wall 14. 'The spring leaf has a free upper end 54 reach-
ing above the upper edge 22 of the container 10, and
bearing slidably against an intermediate part of the un-
dersurface 56 of the cover wall 24. More than one
spring 50, such as one at each of the containers 10 can
be provided, if desired. )

A dispensing operation having been prepared, as de-
scribed above, and shown in Figure 4, the operator pulls
down on the terminal edge portion 43 of the strip 42,
vntil the desired length of strip 42 has been pulled out,
whereupon the cover 20 is depressed with one hand
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against the resistance of the spring leaf 50, as shown in
Figures 1 and 3, until the cover flange 32 comes down
and frictionally clamps the strip 42 btween itself and the
front side of the container front wall 16, as shown in
Figures 1 and 3, whereat. the dispensed length of strip
42 is torn off along the cutting edge 34 with the other
hand. ’

Because of the designedly deep flange 32 and the
frictional retention of a corresponding long length of
strip 42 therebeneath along the container front wall 16,
opening of the cover 20, preparatory to a following dis-
pensing operation, leaves said long length of strip as an
adequate handhold for pulling out more strip. Open-
ing of the cover 20 is done manually, as by pushing up
on the keeper eye 36, until the frictional grip of the
flange 32 on the strip 42 on the front of the container
10 is sufficiently reduced to enable the spring leaf 50 to
complete the opening of the cover 20 and hold it open
for a following closing of the cover.

While there has been shown and described herein a
preferred . form of the invention, it is to be understood
that the invention is not necessarily confined thereto, and
that any change or changes in the structure of and in
the relative arrangements of components thereof are con-
templated as being within the scope of the invention as
defined by the claims appended hereto.

What is claimed is:

1. ‘A sheet material dispenser comprising an elongated
open-top container having a bottom wall, a back wall,
a front wall, and end walls, a cover comprising a top wall
of the length of the container and of a width slightly
greater than that of the container, said cover top wall
having a rear longitudinal edge hinged on the upper edge
of the back wall and a forward longitudinal edge reach-
ing slightly forwardly beyond the front wall, a depend-
ing flange on and extending along said forward edge,
said flange being of a depth to reach relatively far
downwardly below the upper edge of the front wall
when the cover is in closed position and having a free
lower cutting edge, said flange being of limited resilience
and being resistant to distortion out of a right-angular
relation to the cover top wall, a sheet material roll
within the container having a strip of material pulled over
the upper edge of the container front wall and down
along the front side of the front wall, said cover flap
being rearwardly tensioned toward the front wall so as to
frictionally hold the strip between itself and the front
wall, and an upstanding longitudinal non-roli ridge on

the container bottom wall, said ridge being spaced from

the back wall at a distance less than the roll and spaced
from the front wall at a distance to provide a seat for
the roll between the ridge and the front wall.

2. A sheet material dispenser comprising an elongated
open-top container having a bottom wall, a ‘back wall,
a front wall, and end walls, a cover comprising a top
wall of the length of the container and of a width slightly
greater than that of the container, said cover top wall
having a rear longitudinal edge hinged on the upper edge
of the back wall and a forward longitudinal edge reach-
ing slightly forwardly beyond the front wall, a depend-
ing flange on and extending along said forward edge,
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said flange being of a depth to reach relatively far down-
wardly below the upper edge of the front wall when the
cover is in closed position and having a free lower cut-
ting edge, said flange being of: limited resilience and
being resistant to distortion out of a right angular rela-
tion to the cover top wall, a sheet material roll*within
the container having a strip of material pulled over the
upper edge of the container front wall and down along
the front side of the front wall, said cover flap being
rearwardly tensioned toward the front wall so as to
frictionally hold the strip between itself and the front
wall, and upstanding longitudinal non-roll ridge on the
container bottom wall, said ridge being spaced from
the back wall at a distance less than the roll and spaced
from the front wall at a distance to provide a seat for
the roll between the ridge and the front wall, said ridge
comprising an -upward indentation of the bottom wall,
said indentation having convex arcuate rear and top

- portions and a flat forwardly declining forward ramp
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portion, )

3. A sheet material dispenser comprising an elongated
open-top container having a bottom wall, a back wall,
a front wall, and end walls, a cover cOmprising a top
wall of the length of the container and of a width slight-
ly greater than that of the container, said cover top wall
having' a rear longitudinal - edge hinged on the upper
edge of the back wall ‘and a forward longitudinal edge
reaching slightly forwardly beyond. the front wall, a de-
pending flange on and extending along said forward
edge, said flange being of a depth to reach relatively far
downwardly below the upper edge of the front wall when
the cover is in closed position and having a free lower
cutting edge, said flange being of limited resilience and
being resistant to distortion out of a right-angular rela-
tion to the cover top wall; and a sheet material roll within
the container having a strip of material pulled over the
upper edge of the container front wall and down along
the front side of the front-wall, said cover flap being
rearwardly tensioned toward the.front wall so as to
frictionally -hold - the strip. between itself and the front
wall, an upstanding longitudinal non-roll ridge on the
container. bottom  wall, said ridge being spaced from the
back wall at a-distance less than the roll and spaced from
the front wall at a distance to provide a seat for the roll
between the ridge and the front wall, cover opening spring
means mounted within the container and operatively en-
gaging the cover top wall, said spring means serving to
move the cover to and hold the cover in upwardly hinged
position, upon manual release of the frictional engage-
ment of the cover flange from the roll strip on the front
wall. X
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