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- RETRACTABLE SLING FOR GUNS.
Arthur P, Rogers, Harris, and Donald MeLaugh-
7. lin, Monticello, N, Y., assignors to Romac Com-
‘pany, Inc,, Harris, N. Y.,"a corporation of New

York -

. 'The present invention relates to the art con-

<cerning slings for rifles, shotguns or the liké and
s ‘especially concerned 'with the ‘provision of a
. disappearing type of sling. . Sl
.. In the use of rifies, shotguns of the like con-
siderable inconvenience .is encountered in con-
nection with the sling. :Such slings as have been
customarily used require réadjustment each time
the rifle or gunis.changedfrom the carrying con~
dition fo a condition of use. According‘to the
“present ‘invention ‘this" inconvenience is ‘com-
pletely eliminated by the provision 'of ‘g retract-
able sling.” ‘When the rifis ior £un s to be used
the sling may be disengaged and then automadti-
«cally retracts itself into the stock -of the gun-and
s thereby completely out of the way and offers
no impediment to ready use of the gun. When
the sling is desired to be used it may be readily
withdrawn from its retracted position and, in a
very simple manner; reattached and put in opera-
tive condition. ‘

These and other advantages and objects of the
present invention will become more apparent
from the following detailed specification of a
breferred embodiment of the invention, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which— K

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a rifle
showing the sling of the present invention in
attached position;

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sec-
tional elevation view of the stock of the rifle of
Figure 1 showing the sling in retracted position;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the sling hous-
ing box used in Figure 2; :

. Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view,
partly in elevation, taken along line 4—4 of Fig~
ure 2;

Figure 5 is an end view of Figure 4 viewed in a
direction 55 thereof;

Figure 6 is a perspective view
shaft and spring holder; and

Figure 7 is a fragmentary elevation view, partly
in section, of the eyelet for attaching the sling
to the gun forearm. ,

Referring more in detail to the drawings, there
is shown a rifle having a barrel 9, a forearm 18,
generally of wood, and a stock 17. Stock {7 is
hollowed, as shown in Figure 2, to contain a
housing box | at whose center is fixed a shaft §
serving as & bearing and spring holder.  An-

of the bearing

chored to the shaft 6 is a spiral spring 5§ similar
to the conventional clock spring. The outer end
of spring 5 is fixed to a spool 4 to which is also
fixed the sling strap or rifle carrying strap 2, such
as of 'leather or other suitable material.
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In manufacture a bore 2§ is formed, ‘as by
drilling, in the stock from the lower part thereot

‘perpendicularly ‘to the axis of the barrel 19 and

- extending only partially through the stock -for
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a distance less than the width of the stock at
that point.” The opening for the sccomimoda~

tion of the housing box 1 is then formed by cut-

ting out the portion of the stock between ‘the
hbote 25 and the righthand edge or butt of the rifle,
the bore 25 thereby serving to define the extent

of "thé hollowing otit .of the stock.  .After hous-
g fis irise;‘téd within'thé stoek it ig retaimed in

place by means of a butt plate 2( fastened to the

stock 1T by suitable butt plate serews 20,
15 ] ,
- forming to the bore 25 and having therein o slot
26 ‘adaptéd to accommodate the strap 2 is then

A cylindrical plug 8 of Guter configuration con-

force fitted into the bore 25. Plug 8 is generally
concave at its outer end, as shown at 21, to per-
mit grasping of a ring 9 which is fastened to the
end of the strap 2 as by a metal clip T and rivets
29. Plug 8 serves both as g guide for the strap
and as a stop by engaging ring 9 which is larger
than the width of the slot 26. It will thus be ap-
parent upon pulling ring 9, strap 2 will be drawn
irom its place within the housing | against the
tension of spring 5 and upon release of the strap
2 and ring 9 the spring 5 will retract the strap
within the stock.

To hold the strap in its useful position an eye-
let 10 is utilized which is fastened to the fore-
arm (8. Eyelet 10 is preferably fastened to &
machine ‘screw 31 which is screwed into an
escutcheon - 16 suitably anchored in the wood
forearm 18. If desired, screw 31 may be tapped
directly info barrel 19. ' Eyelet 10 has a gap 12
therein which cooperates with the thin section
Il in ring 9. The major part of ring 8 is too
large to pass through gap 12. However its thin
portion {f will easily pass through gap (2.
Therefore in fixing the ring 9 to eyelet 10 ring 8
is manipulated until the flat spot I passes
through eyelet gap 12. Since this thin spot {1 is
on the side of ring 9, and since the tension on
spring 5 causes the end portion of ring 9 to abut
eyelet 10, it will be apparent that the ring 9
cannot disengage itself of its own accord.

In fabrication and assembly the stock {7 is first

" bored as at; 25 and then hollowed out to accom-
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modate the housing I. Plug 8 may bé inserted in
bore 25 at this point, The spring 5 is fixed to the
shaft 6 and both strap 2 and spring 5 are fixed
to the spool 4. This subassembly is then mounted
within the housing 1, the shaft 6 being splined as
at 15 to fit within corresponding slots 30 of hous-
ing { to retain shaft 6 against rotation. Spring
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5 is given the desired tension at this time and

the subassembly is then inserted into the stock -

i1 and the strap 2 is fed through the slot 26 of
plug 8. If necessary the tension of spring 5 is
overcome by holding the strap 2 in its-extended
position. while the ring 9 is fixed to.strap. 2 by
clip 1. and rivets 29, - There is thus prov1ded a
readily “manufactured and assembled retractable
strap or sling for rifles or the like which does not. .
add materially to the weight or balance of the:

rial removed from the stock itself. The strap or
sling may be readily placed in. -operative position

or easily detached and then automatically. re-
tracted as desired, thereby affording greatly in-

creased convenience of use of the rifle.
It will be understood that the above descriptmn

represents merely one illustrative embodiment of.-

the invention and that other equivalent ‘con-
struction could also be émployed. The present
mventlon therefore is not to be consulered lim-~
'1ted by the present descnptlon but 1s deﬁned
jsolely by the appended elaims. .

: We clalm ‘as our 1nvent1on

»_s1des contamed within said hollow stock; a coiled
fla sprmg havmg 1ts ‘inner end ﬁ‘«:ed rela.tlve to
"“said housing, a spool mounted in’said housmg
o'u‘ndinnr and fixed’ to the outer ‘end ‘of; said
ng, d ‘sling- strap c011ed about’ sa1d spool said
jvstock havmg a:cylindrieal bore extending from
its hollow’ portwn £0" the ‘bottom  edge:'of said

stock, &, plug fixed, wzthm said bore and havmg a
g

k ,ﬂat slot extending, ‘transversely of said rlﬂe stock,
. 'j‘,sultable for accommodatmcr sald strap, sard plug
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‘rifle since the parts added merely replace mate-=: "

A O In a’ rxﬂe Wlth retractable shncr hav’ng a9
hollow stock ‘o ‘housing having an end and two‘

4
having a concave recess at its end adjacent ‘the
bottom edge of said stock, the end of said slot -
forming a-shoulder within said recess, said strap.
extending’ through said slot and having a ring

6 at its end exterior to said stock, said ring being
.of .a larger .width than the width said slot
whereby said: shoulder serves” . p;for said ,
‘ring. . ‘ )

.2.In & combmed rlﬁe and 1etractable slmg

comprlsmg a rifle having a stock with a hollow

‘communicating: with the butt end thereof, a

housmg mounted in said hollow, and a cylindrical

cting ‘said hollow with the lower edge
 of. gaid stock; a, cyhndncal plug within said bore,
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versely. of said stock a resiliently retained nor- -
< mally” ‘colled stiap mounted within said housing,-
an end of. said strap passing through. said slot,: -
‘cooperating means comprising 4 ring on said
strap end and a, shoulder at the end of sal slot
i : I g 4f sald plu

es

“and 4"fetaining element
y holdmg
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sald plug having.a flat slot extending trans-- .



