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UNITED STATES 

1,661,382 

PATENT OFFICE. 
WAYNE. I. NoBLE, of CHICAGO, ILLINoIS. 

BEAD HOLDER, 

Application filed October 5, 1925. Serial No. 60,557. 

This invention relates to building con 
struction and more especially to methods 
and means for setting bead members and other kinds of strips in place on the walls, 
as for instance corner beads and various 
kinds of bead moldings including baseboard 
and picture moldings, such as shown in the 
accompanying drawings. . . - 

Heretofore, for lack of a suitable tool or 
instrument, a great deal of time and atten 
tion by skilled labor has always been neces 
sary for properly adjusting, trueing up and 
manual means, whereas the present inven 
tion involves the use of mechanical means 
in the form of an extensible tool or strip 
holding device adapted for ready adjust 
ment, setting and o 
to hold any desired form of bead member in 
place while it is being attached to the wall. 
The main objects of the invention are to 

provide an improved method and means for 
positioning and holding beads, moldings and 
the like while they are being fastening in 
place; to provide an implement or tool of 
this character adapted for ready adjustment 
as to length, whereby it may be set rigidly 
between the floor and ceiling or between the 
walls of a room in proper relation to the de 
sired position for the bead or molding; to 
provide thereon ready means to assure 
proper trueing up of the device for vertical 
E. ; to provide readily adjusted astening thereon for gripping the object to 
be set in place; to provide for simultaneous 
release of said fastenings after the bead has 
been set in place and secured; and to provide 
such a tool adapted for ready and accurate 
use by the workman using the same. 
An illustrative embodiment of this inven 

tion is shown by the accompanying draw 
ings, in which:- 
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Figure 1 shows an unplastered wall with 
a picture molding set in place and a base 
board molding being held in place by an 
instrument embodying this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the device 
showing the use of the instrument for hold 
ing the corner bead in vertical position. 

Fig. 3 is a plan of the device as used for 
holding a picture molding or baseboard 
molding in place. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the device 

ration by a workman 

taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 2 showing the de 
f vice set in position for attaching a corner 

molding in place, this view being on a much 
larger scale than Figs. 1, 2 and 3. 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are sections taken on lines 
5, 6 and 7 respectively of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 8 and Fig. 9 are sections taken on 
lines S and 9 respectively of Fig. 2. 

In building construction, where the walls 
are to be finished by plastering, it is com 
mon practice to fasten in position before the 
plaster is put on certain trimming members 
Such as corner beads, moldings, finishing 
strips and the like, and then to plaster 
around all except the face part and to leave 
the back portions of the strips embedded in 
the finished wall. - 

In Figure 1 is shown a flush type grooved 
picture molding 10 near the top and a finish 
ing strip 11 near the bottom for the base 
board portion 12 which may be of concrete 
while the upper part of the wall is plastered, 
the finished surface 13 of the wall being in 
dicated by dotted lines. In Figs. 2 and 4, 
is shown a corner bead 14 for forming and reinforcing a protruding edge or corner part 
of the wall in a room having such a corner. 
These trimming members 10, 11 and 14 

and the like are usually made of thin sheet 
metal which is somewhat flexible. Hence 
it is necessary for proper alinement and for 
the sake of good appearance, to have the 
bead strips held positively at several points 
So as to be accurately positioned and prop 
erly alined when fastened. Moreover, since 
the rough walls are likely to be somewhat 
irregular, the process of setting the strips: 
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in true position is often highly exacting and 
requires a good deal of skill. . 

Accordingly, I have provided an adjust 
able length multiple grip holding device, 
which may be readily set in place in com. 
pression and held frictionally between the 
ceiling and floor or between opposite walls. 
A series of allined clamps or gripping de 
vices are attached all in like manner to the 
supporting part or extensible bar of the de 
vice, so that to position a strip clamped in 
the holders is merely a matter of properly 
setting the support, the latter being rigid 
and straight throughout its length. 
As illustrated in the drawings, the sup 

port or alining bar member 15 comprises a 
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lower metallic tubular portion 16 preferably 
of square cross section and an upper corre 
spondingly shaped bar portion 17 which fits 
snugly and telescopes in the member 16, and 

5 is secured in a more or less extended posi 
tion by means of a set screw 16' which fits 
in the threaded hole 16' of member 16 and 
may be turned to engage in any of the vari 
ous holes or dents 17 provided in the men 
ber 17. The upper member 17 may be made 
as a smaller sized metal tube or as a solid 
wooden pole adapted to fit in the member 
16. A broad flat friction bearing 17' is 
fixed on the upper end of section 17 to pre 
vent unintended turning of the pole on its 
axis. 
As is shown in Fig. S, a spring pressed 

length take-up rod or foot member 18 is 
mounted in the lower end of the member 16. 
The rod 18 is provided with a collar 19 held 
adjustably by the set screw 19 (see Fig. 8) 
and is slidable lengthwise in the spaced bush 
ing like stop members 20 and 21 and is 
pressed outwardly by means of the coiled 
compression spring 22 between the adjust 
ing rod collar 19 and the upper bushing 21, 
the bushings 20 and 21 being secured rigidly 
in the post member 16 by screws 20' and 21 
respectively and outward movement of said 
rod being limited by the stop 20. 
A series of bead clamps 23 have forked 

yoke portions 24 which fit embracingly on 
the square support members 16 and 17 and 
which may be clamped in adjustable mu 

as tually spaced relation by means of the thumb 
screw 24 in the tips of the fork arms 24'. 
The yoke or body portion 24 has an extend 
ing fixed jaw 25, and pivoted in coactive re 
lation thereto is a movable jaw 26 which is 
mounted on a pivot pin 27 and is pressed 
towards closed position by means of the tor 
sion coil spring 2S. Each of the movable 
jaws for the several clamps 23 may be opened 
independently of one another, but means are 
provided, as will be described, for sinui 
taneously opening all of the clamps, so that 
the finishing strips 10, 11 or 14, or whatever 
kind of strip is to be set, may be readily 
locked in the clamps and then instantly re 
leased there from after it is fastened in place on the wall. 
In order to effect simultaneous opening 

of all the clamp jaws as above referred to, 
a Square key shaft 29 is inserted through 
similarly apertured cylindrical collar men 
bers 30 which are held by said shaft between 
opposite walls of the hollowed shank por 
tion of the clamp body 24 in alinement with 
the circular openings 31 in the said walls. 
Each collar 30 is provided with a headed 
arm member or screw 32 which engages a 
longitudinally slotted plate 33 attached 
loosely by the screw 34 to the rear end of 
the jaw 26. By reason of the slot 33, as 
shown in Figs. 4 and 7, any jay may be 
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opened independently of the others. The 
key rod 29 may be turned by any suitable 
wrench, or by a cross handle 29 set therein. 
This bar 29 is adjustable in length at the 
joint 29', as will be understood. 
To prevent the strips from slipping in the 

jaws and to accomplish similar clamping 
relation at all points, stop members 35 are 
provided to bear against the face of the 
bead. These stops 35 are held adjustably 
in the fixed jaws by shifting the holding 
screw 36 in the screw slot 37. The outer 
face of the jaw 25 is recessed at 25 to ac 
commodate the head of screw 36 (See 
IFig. 4). 8t 

In order to facilitate exact vertical Set 
ting of the device, a plumb line 40 is sus 
pended at 41 on the jaw 25 of one of the 
upper clamps and a lower jaw is gage 
marked to show when the instrument is set 
Square. 

In use the support member 15 is extended 
appropriately and set in position where it is 
held by the end thrust exerted by the 
spring pressed rod 18. The finishing strips 
are held in the clamps and are quickly ad 
justed into proper position by aptly shift 
ing the post member 15, suitably moving 
either or both ends. In some instances the 
strips, as for instance the corner bead 14, 
Fig. 4, is nailed fast and then the plaster 
ing put on, or the strips may be held en 
tirely by the support 15 until they are en 
bedded in the plaster which soon sets rig 
idly. When the work is finished, the clamps 100 
23 are opened by turning the square operat 
ing rod 29. Then pressure is applied 
lengthwise to the support 15 to compress 
the spring 22 and loosen the post for re 
moval. 
Although several variations of method 

and but one spocific structural embodiment 
of this invention are herein shown and de 
scribed, it is to be understood that numerous 
details of the construction shown and some ll0 
of the details of the methods described may 
be altered or omitted without departing 
from the spirit of this invention as defined by the following claims. 

claim: 
1. A bead or molding positioning device 

comprising a telescopically extensible post 
having a spring pressed end extension mcm 
ber, a series of work holding clamps slidably 
mounted in parallel relation on the post and 120 
each having a stationary jaw, a rotatable 
collar carried by said jaw, a spring pressed 
jaw hinged to the first said jaw and con 
nected to said collar, and a rod slidably en 
gaging in said collars in co-rotary relation 125 
thereto for simultaneously rotating the col 
lars to open the clamps. - 

2. A bead or molding positioning device 
comprising a telescoping extensible post 
having a spring pressed end extension mem- 30 
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ber, a series of work holding clamps slid 
ably mounted in parallel relation on the post 
and each having a stationary jaw, a rotat 
able collar, a spring pressed jaw, a link piv 
oted to the rear end of the spring pressed 

and in slotted engagement with said col 
ar, and a rod slidably engaging in said col 
lars in co-rotary relation thereto for simul 
taneously rotating the collars to open the 
clamps. 

3. A bead or molding positioning device 
comprising an extensible post having ends 
adapted to frictionally abut against the 
walls of a room, yielding means urging one 

of said ends outward and work-holding 
means on said post for the purpose set forth. 

4. A bead or molding positioning device 
comprising an extensible post having ends 

15 

adapted to abut against and frictionally en 
gage the walls of a room, yielding means 
formed and arranged to urge endwise ex 
tension of said posts and a series of work holding clamps slidably adjustable on said 
post. 
Signed at Chicago this 28th day of Sept. 

1925. - 

WAYNE I. NOBLE. 
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