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This invention relates to a wall construction
which may be used in new buildings, or for
renovating the walls of old buildings. More par-
ticularly, the invention relates to a wall construc-
tion comprising prefabricated wall sections,
which may be mounted upon any suitable upright
means and s6 arranged as to provide a conduit
adjacent a floor for electric wires, telephone
wires, etc.

The invention also includes a novel metallic
baseboard that may, as one phase of its utility,
be used to conceal wires in a conduit arranged
adjacent a floor level. In accordance with the
present invention, the basebecard is preferably
made of sheet metal and is of relatively plain
construction, inexpensive to manufacture, easy
to install and readily detachable at all times to
permit acecess to the conduit, if and when access
should become necessary. It is to be understood,
however, that the baseboard is not limited to
use with a wall having a base conduit.

The invention further relates to a novel trim
or composite ceiling molding which may be used
with a wall of prefabricated sections for orna-
mentally finishing and concealing the upper ends
of said sections. The trim or molding is designed
to fit over the upper ends of the wall sections
and comprises a channel niember adapted to re-
ceive said erids, a cove molding which fits about
the base of said channel member, and a beaded
clip for covering the edge of the exposed flange
of said channel member. One feature of this
ceiling molding or trim is that the same can be
so adjusted with respect to the upper ends of
the prefabricated wall sections as to compensate
for any reasonable out-of-level condition of the
ceiling.

One object of the invention is to provide a
wall construction comprising vertically disposed
prefabricated wall sections in which the upper
and lower ends of the wall sections are con-
cealed in an ornamental and pleasing manner.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a wall construction including means at the floor
and ceiling for preventing heat losses from the
room and for deadening or impairing the trans-
mission of sound.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a wall construction having a conduit for electric
wires, and which conduit is conveniently ar-
ranged to facilitate quick installation of wiring
and which will afford ready access to said wiring
for purposes of inspection, replacement, or re-
pair.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
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vide a metallic baseboard for use in buildings
and/or with prefabricated wall sections which is
simple in construction, easy to install and re-
move, and inexpensive to manufacture.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a conduit cover in the form of a metallic base-
board which can be easily installed and subse-
quently readily removed at will to gain access to
said conduit without the necessity of removing
any bolts, screws, or like fastening means.

A still further object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for use in sectional prefabricated wall
construction which will ornamentally conceal
the upper ends of the prefabricated wall sections
and also serve to compensate for any out-of-level
condition of the ceiling.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will be apparent to those skilled in the art, and
while more than one form of the invention is
disclosed herein, it will be apparent that the same
may be embodied in additional modifications and
that the shape and proportions of the baseboaxrd,
base molding and ceiling trim may be varied as
desired within the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

In the acccmpanying two sheets of drawings:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary elevational view of a
portion of a wall comprising prefabricated wall
sections or panels and illustrates  the invention
as practiced in renovating an old wall;

Figure 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional
view taken on the line 2—2 of Figure 1 showing
in detail the construction of the baseboard and
ceiling trim; :

Pigure 3 is a sectional view of a modified form
of bracket or panel support and baseboard;

Figure 4 -is a perspective view of a modified
form of hracket for use with the form of base-
board shown in Figure 3; and

Figure 5 is a fragmentary detail view of the
base flange of a molding for use with the brack- -
ets shown in PFigures 3 and 4 and a basebeard
of the kind shown in Figure 3.

Referring now more particularly to Figures 1

53 and 2 of the drawings, the numeral | indicates

a floor, 2 designates a ceiling, and 3 identifies
an old wall structure that has been renovated
by means of the present invention. However, it
is to be understood that the invention is not lim-
ited to the rencvation of old walls and that the
same may obviously be applied directly to the
studding of a new structure.

A bracket 4 is arranged at the juncture of the
floor | and the wall 3 and includes a laterally
extending flange § which normally rests upon the
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floor 1. Vertically spaced from the flange 5§ is
a parallel flange 6 which is formed by reversely
bending a portion of the material of the bracket
4. The flanges 5 and 6 thus form legs of what
may be termed a U-shaped portion of the brack-
et 4. The flange 6 also forms a shoulder upon
which rests a horizontal section of a metallic
furring strip 1. The bracket 4 further includes
a third laterally extending flange 8 which has a
downwardly prcjecting flange 8 extending around
an upper portion 10 of the horizontal furring
strip 1. The flange 6 of the bracket 4 serves as
a guide for spacing the furring strip 1 the de-
sired distance from the floor I, and the flanges
8 and 9 serve to retain the furring strip 71 in
proper position relative to said bracket. The
furring strip 7 is fixed in place by one or more
screws [l that extend therethrough and into
the wall 3.

A section of horizontal furring strip 12 simi-
lar to the horizontal furring strip 7T is arranged
adjacent to the ceiling 2 and is secured to the
wall 3 by one or more screws I3 similar to the
screws (1.

Intermediate the horizontal sections of furring
strip T and 12 is arranged a plurality of vertical
furring strips 14. These furring strips are
spaced on centers equal to the width of the pre-
fabricated wall sections with which they are to
be used. The vertical furring strips {4 carry a
series of panel retaining projections 15 for de-
tachably securing the prefabricated wall sec-
tions 16 thereto with the longitudinal edges of
sald sections in abutment. The details of the
preferred manner in which the projections 15 se-
cure the wall sections or panels 16 in place are
shewn in my copending application Serial No.
266,890, filed April 8, 1939. Also, the details of a
preferred form of panel are shown in my copend-
ing application Serial No, 266,889, filed April 8,
1939. As shown in said application Serial No.
266,890 the projections 15 on members secured to
the furring members are received in resilient
channels (not shown) formed in the edge por-
tions of the panels 6. However, any desirable
form of securing means and panel may be used
within the contemplation of the present inven-
tion.

The brackets 4 are secured in spaced relation

aleng the floor, and by means of the flange 6 :

serve to position the lower ends 11 of the pre-
fabricated wall sections 1§ a proper distance
from the floor. The brackets 4, more specifical-
ly, are arranged so that one of said brackets is
disposed adjacent each lower corner {8 of the
wall sections {6.

Each of the prefabricated wall sections or pan-
els 16 carries a resilient U-shaped member 19 at
its lower end 11. Said U-shaped member is of
less length than the width of the wall sections
(see Fig. 1) and comprises a vertical flange 20
arranged to snugly engage an inner surface 21
of the panel and s substantially parallel fange
22 which lies against the outer face 23 of said
ranel, as shown in Fig. 2. The flanges 20 and
22 are connected by an intermediate horizontal
prortion 24 which lies in juxtaposition to the end
portion 1T of the panels I8 and engages the
flanges 6 of the brackets 4. The U-shaped mem-

ber 19 is operatively assembled by slipping the 7

same onto the lower end of a panel {6 and is
frictionally retained thereon by the pressure of
the flanges 20 and 22 bearing against said panel.
The upper longitudinal edge of the flange 22 is
adapted to be flexed outwardly away from the
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panel face 23 for a purpose fully set out herein-
after.

The flange 5 of the bracket 4 has a resilient
finger 25 at each side thereof adapted to overlie
and resiliently secure a retaining member 28
which extends horizontally between adjacent
brackets 4. The retaining member 26 is formed
with an angle portion 27 to receive a sealing strip
28 constituting a heat insulating and sound
deadening means. The strip 28 is preferably of
sponge rubber and is compressed into the chan-
nel formed between the angle portion 27 and the
floor to form a seal. While sponge rubper is
specifically mentioned, it will be apparent that
felt or any other suitable material may be used
in lieu thereof.

A metallic baseboard 31 is provided with an
inwardly bent flange 32 at the lower longitudinal
edge thereof which engages the sealing strip 28
to seal the baseboard to the floor {. 'The upper
longitudinal edge of the baseboard 3{ is plain
and terminates substantially in the same plane
as the edge of the flange 22 of the channel mem-
ber 19.

A clip member 35 is employed to detachably
secure the baseboard 31 in place. The clip mem-
ber 35 is preferably made of a suitable strip of
resilient material and comprises a web 36 and a
head 31. The web 36 of the clip 35 is adapted to
be inserted between the panel sections {§ and
the vertical flanges 22 of the channel members
19 carried at the lower ends of said sections.
The bead 37 of the clip member 35 lies against
the outer face of the baseboard 31 and serves to
press said baseboard against said flange 22. The
channel member {9 is also preferably made of
resilient material so that the flange 22 thereof
tends to urge the web 36 of the clip 35 tightly
against the outer face of the wall panels or sec-
tions 16. In the above manner, the plain longi-
tudinal edge of the baseboard 31 is effectively
concealed and secured in place.

The lower longitudinal edge of said baseboard
is held in place by a strip of sheet metal cove
molding 88. This strip of molding has a flange
39 which engages the outer face of the baseboard
31 and a flange portion 40 which is adapted to be
inserted under a resilient finger 40’ forming part
of the flange 5 of the bracket 4. The resilient
finger 40’ is longer than the resilient fingers 25
and is disposed between the fingers 25 on each
bracket 4. The flange 40 is inserted under the
resilient finger 40° by springing the finger away
from the floor and thus the flange 49 is tightly
pressed against the floor and held in place. The
positioning of the flange 39 against the baseboard
31 will simultaneously urge the edge portion of
the flange 32 of the baseboard 31 into compres-
sive engagement with the sponge rubber 30 and
thus seal the baseboard to the floor. The cove
molding 38 includes an offset portion 41 which
may be of any suitable height from the floor.
The purpose of said offset portion is to provide a
recess 42 for receiving an edge portion of a floor

5 covering 43.

It will be seen from Figure 2 of the drawings
that the floor {, the wall 3, the lower side of the
horizontal furring strip 1, the lower edge |7 of
the wall panel section i§, and the baseboard 31
cooperate to form a substantially rectangular
conduit C. In the present instance, this conduit
is designed to receive the usual wiring W for elec-
tric lights, telephone, etc. It will also be appar-
ent from Figure 2 that access to the wiring W
may be readily gained by simply removing the



2,277,794

resilient clip 35, the cove molding 38 and finally
the baseboard 31. Thus, an arrangement is pro-
vided which greatly facilitates the original in-
stallation of wiring and also afords means
whereby the wiring may be quickly and com-
bletely exposed for inspection, alteration, re-
placement or repair. It will be further apparent
that to close the conduit C, it is merely necessary
to replace the baseboard 31, the clip 35, and the
cove molding 28.

Referring now to the upper portion of Figure
2, the upper ends 44 of the wall panel sections
[6 are received in an opening 45 of a longitu-
dinally extending resilient channel member 46.
The channel member 46 comprises a substantial-
ly vertically extending inside flange 47 and a
corresponding outside flange 48. The flange 41
engages the inner portion of the panel 6 to
thus resiliently clamp the upper ends 44 of the
sections {6 between the inner flange 47 and the
outside flange 48. The exposed longitudinal edge
of the flange 48 is covered by a resilient orna-
mental clip member 5¢ similar to the previous-
ly described clip 35.

A strip of molding 52 is mounted adjacent the
channel member 45 and comprises a flange por-
tion 53 which engages the outside flange 48 of
said channel member and a second flange 54
which engages the ceiling 2. The molding 52 is
held in position by the lower edge of its flange
portion $3 being resiliently retained by the clip
member 51.

A sealing strip 59 is compressed between the
upper portion of the channel member 46 and the

ceiling 2 and constitutes a heat insulating and :

sound deadening means. The strip 59 is pref-
erably of sponge rubber and serves a purpose
similar to that of the strip of rubber 30 adja-
cent the floor, but may be of felt or other similar
material. .

In forming a wall construction such as shown
in Figures 1 and 2, the furring strips 1, (2 and
14 are first applied. The channel members (9
and 46 are then applied to the lower end 17T and
the upper end 44 respectively of the panel I8§.
The lower ends of the panels carrying the chan-
nel members 19 are positioned so as to rest upon
the flange 6 of the bracket 4. The panels or wall
sections 16 are then secured in place upon the

furring members 14 by the projecting fastening

members 5. After all of the sections i6 are in
place, the clip member 51 is inserted under the
flange 48 of the channel member 46 adjacent the
ceiling; the flange 53 of the molding 52 is in-

serfed in the clip member 51 and the clip member

driven upward to force the flange 54 of the mold.
ing and the sealing strip 59 against the ceiling
2. The basehoard 31, the molding 38 and the
clip 35 are assembled at the floor | in a manner
already described.

Instead of using the channel members 9 fric-
tionally secured to the lower ends 11 of the panel
sections, as shown in Figure 2, a modified chan-
nel 60 of the form illustrated in Figure 3 may
be used. The channel 60, instead of being fas-
tened directly to the lower end of the wall sec-
ticns 16, is provided with an inner flange 61
which is secured to the wall 3 by means of g
screw 62. A filler-block 63 is inserted between
the flange 61 and a horizontal furring strip 64
similar to the stud 1. The channel member 60
also includes an outer web portion 65 arranged
substantially parallel to the flange 61 and
adapted to lie against the outer face of the wall
sections 16. The flange 65 is reversely bent to
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form a downwardly extending web 68 terminat-
ing in an outwardly extending flange 61. The

‘flanges 65 and 66 are provided with openings 62q

for the passage of a screw driver (not shown)
whereby the screw 62 may be driven in place.
The flange 67 rests upon a laterally extending
flange 68 of a bracket 69, and the flange 67 is
held against relative movement with respect to
the flange 68 by a screw 10 which extends into
the floor.

A metallic baseboard Tl lies against the flange
66 and is provided along one longitudinal edge
thereof with a flange T2 containing a channel 13
which is preferably dove-tail-shaped in cross sec-
tion. Said channel contains a strip of sponge
rubber 14 or the like which is of sufficient height
to fill the intervening space between the flange
12 and the floor. A strip of molding 15 includes
a portion 16 which overlies the dovetail channel
13 and rests against the baseboard 71. The
molding 715 also includes a flange portion 11
which is inserted between the flange 68 of the
bracket 68 and the floor. The flange 17 is pro-
vided with recesses or notches 78 at spaced in-
tervals to permit the edge 19 of said flange to be
inserted beyond the body of the screws 70. One
of said recesses is clearly shown in Figure 5.

The upper edge of the metallic baseboard T/ is
of plain formation and is retained in position
relatively to the flanges 65 and 66 of the channel
member 68 by a resilient clip 78 similar to the
clips 35 and 51.

The assembly and removal of the baseboard
71 is similar to that of the haseboard 3t pre-
viously described, but it will be noted that in
removing the baseboard T1, the floor-sealing
strip of sponge rubber 14 is removed therewith.
The parts shown in Figure 3 cooperate to form a
wiring conduit C’ similar to the conduit C.

In lieu of using a channel member and brack-
et, such as the channel 60 and bracket 89 shown
in Figure 3, a single member having the con-
figuration shown in Figure 4 may be used. This
figure illustrates a bracket member 80 includ-
ing an outwardly extending flange 81, and ver-
tical flanges 82 and 83 connected by a horizontal
web 84 which is bent upon itself as indicated at
85 to form a third vertically extending flange
86. The vertically extending flange 83 is de-
signed and intended to be directly secured to a

stud or to a wall such as the wall 3. A strip of

horizontal studding 88, indicated in dot and dash
lines, and corresponding to the stud T shewn in
Figure 2, is adapted to be supported hy the weh
84 between the flanges 83 and 86. The stud 88
and the flange 83 may be jointly secured to g ver-
tical stud or wall by a common screw, such as
the serew i1 shown in Figure 2. The height of
the flange 82 is such as not to interfere with the
driving of such screw. It will be understood that
a base plate such as the plate T1, shown in Fig-
ure 3, may be used with the bracket member 80
of Figure 4. It will be further understood that
the structure shown in Figures 3 and 4 may be
used with the ceiling trim shown in Figure 2 or
with any cother suitable form of trim.

While I have shown several embodiments of the
invention, it will be understood that various
modifications therefrom may be made without
departing from the spirit of the invention or the
scope of the annexed claims.

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. In combination, a wall, 3 metallic strip se-
cured to said wall having a longitudinal edge
portion which may be flexed outwardly from said
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wall, a baseboard arranged adjacent to said strip,
and means detachably securing said strip and
baseboard in assembled relation, said means in-
cluding a flange disposed between said wall and
said strip and a member overlying one longitu-
dinal edge of said baseboard for concealing said
edge from view.

2. In combination, a wall, a metallic strip se-
cured to said wall having a longitudinal edge
portion which may be flexed outwardly from said
wall, a baseboard arranged in confronting rela-
tionship to said strip, and means detachably
securing said strip and baseboard in assembled
relation, said means including a flange portion
disposed between said wall and said strip and a
second flange portion overlying the outer face
of said baseboard.

3. In combination, a wall, a metallic strip se-
cured to said wall having a longitudinal edge
portion which may be flexed outwardly and away
from said wall, a baseboard disposed in contact-
ing relation with said strip, and means detach-
ably securing said strip and baseboard in assem-
bled relation, said means including a flange dis-
posed between said wall and strip and a beaded
portion overlying the outer face of said base-
board.

4. In combination, a wall panel, a member
associated with said wall panel having a flange
overlying a portion of the outer face of the lower
end of said panel, a metallic baseboard disposed
in confronting relation to said flange, and means
detachably securing said flange and baseboard
in assembled relation, said means including a
member overlying one longitudinal edge of said
baseboard for concealing said edge from view.

5. In combination, a wall panel, a member
associated with said wall panel having a flange
portion overlying a portion of the outer face of
said wall panel, a metallic baseboard disposed
in confronting relation to said flange, and means
detachably securing said flange and baseboard
in assembled relation, said means comprising a
clip having portions thereof overlying said flange
and the outer face of said baseboard, respec-
tively.

6. In combination, a wall panel, a member
associated with said wall panel having a flange
portion overlying a portion of the outer face of
said wall panel, a metallic baseboard disposed
in confronting relation to said flange, and means
detachably securing said flange and baseboard
in assembled relation, said means comprising a
clip having a flange disposed intermediate said
panel and the flange of said member and a
beaded portion overlying a portion of the outer
face of said baseboard.
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7. In combination, a wall, a strip secured rela-
tively to said wall and having a longitudinal edge
portion which can be flexed outwardly from said
wall, a member having a portion U-shaped in
cross section disposed below said strip and pro-
viding an open conduit for wiring, a baseboard
disposed in confronting relation to said strip,
and means detachably securing said strip and
baseboard in assembled relation, said means in-
cluding a member overlying one longitudinal edge
of said baseboard for concealing said edge from
view.

8. In combination, a wall, a strip secured rela-
tively to said wall and having a longitudinal edge
portion which can be flexed outwardly from said
wall, 2 member having a portion U-shaped in
cross-section and disposed below said strip and
providing an open conduit for wiring, a base-
board engaging said strip, means detachably se-
curing said baseboard and strip in assembled
relation and concealing one longitudinal edge
of said baseboard, and a molding concealing the
opposite longitudinal edge of said baseboard.

9. In combination, a wall, a strip secured rela-
tively to said wall and having a longitudinal edge
portion which can be flexed outwardly from said
wall, a member having a portion U-shaped in
cross-section and disposed below said strip and
providing an open conduit for wiring, a base-
board contacting said strip, means detachably
securing said baseboard and strip in assembled
relation and concealing one longitudinal edge
of said baseboard, and a molding concealing the
opposite longitudinal edge of said baseboard, said
molding having a flange portion engaging with
a flange of said U-shaped member.

10. In combination, a wall, a metallic strip
secured to said wall having a longitudinal edge
portion which may be flexed cutwardly from said
wall, a trim member arranged in confronting
relationship to said strip, and means detachably
securing said strip and trim member in assem-
bled relation, said means including a flange por-
tion disposed between said wall and said strip
and a second flange portion overlying the outer
face of said trim member.

11. In combination, a wall panel, a member
associated with said wall panel having a flange
portion overlying a portion of the outer face of
said wall panel, a trim member disposed in con-
fronting relation to said flange, and means de-
tachably securing said flange and trim member
in assembled relation, said means comprising a
clip having portions thereof overlying said flange
and the outer face of said trim member, respec-
tively.

FREDERICK M. SMALL.



