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To_all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Louls T. BULLEY
and DANTIEL. W. BURNHAM, citizens of the
United States, residing at New Haven, in the

5 county of New Haven and State of Connecti-
cut, have invented certain new. and useful
Improvements in Snap-Hooks, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates tospring snap-hooks;
and it consists in certain improvements in the
construction thereof, as will be hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a side
15 elevation of one of our improved hooks. Fig.

2 is a top plan view thereof. Fig 3 is a ver-

tical longitudinal section of the hook. Fig.

4 represents a side elevation of the tongue

detached, with springin position thereon. Fig.
20 D represents a side elevation of the tongue,
taken on the side opposite to that shown
in Fig. 4. Tig. 6 represents a top plan view
of the tongue. Figs. 7 to 11 represent modi-
fications. '

A represents the hook ; B, the link to
which the strap is attached, and C the tongue.
Within the inner face of one cheek of the
hook is formed a slot or groove, D, having
horizontally-extending lower portion, «, and
30 npwardly and forwardly curved portion b.

Each forward end of this slot or groove is

provided with an extension, ¢, through which

any dust or dirt that may accumulate there-
in can be readily removed without removing
35 the tongue. The tongue C is, according to
the preferred arrangement, provided with a
recess, D', within which is inserted a coiled
spring, B, whose free ends d project forward-
ly, and bear, respectively, against the lower
4o portion of the recess in the hook within which
the tongue rests, and against the upper por-
tion of the recess in the tongue within which
the spring is contained, in order that the
tension of the spring will constantly tend, in
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25

45 its normal condition, to force the forward end-

of the tongue nupward against the hook.

I* represents a pivot-pin formed on or at-
tached eccentrically to one face of the tongue,
and G represents a lug at the rearward .por-

50 tion of the cheek of said tongue.

' The slot H extends from front to rear of
the rear portion of the hook, as shown in
Fig. 3, and the method of securing the tongue

in position therein is as follows: The spring
having been placed in position within the re-
cess in said tongue, as shown in Fig, 4, said
tongue is placed against the rear ‘end of the
hook, with the pivot-pin F in line with the
horizontal portion « of the slot D. It is
then slid within the slot H until the lug G
comes opposite to the curved or cam slot or
groove b, when the continued pressure for-
ward of said tongue will cause said lug to .
enter within such cam-groove, and thus se-
curely lock the tongue in position within the
hook. When it is desired to open the tongue,
the forward end is pressed down, whereupon
the lug will ride upward within the cam-
groove. The hook is provided with an ear
at the back of its center, which will close over
the rear part of the slot to prevent the tongue
dropping or sliding out rearwardly.

It desired, the inner face of each cheek of
the hook may be provided with a slot, D, in
which event the tongue will be provided with
two pivot-pins and two lugs; or the construe-
tion may be reversed to the extent of provid-
ing the tongue with a slot D on either one
or both sides, aud providing the inner faces
of the cheeks of the hook with such pivot-pin
I and Ing G.

The several parts may be cast without a
core or within a core,and either open or closed.

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim is—

1. A snap-hook consisting of rigid hook A
and tongue C, one of said members having
theslot D, and the other member having pivot-
pin F and lug G, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

2. A snap-hook having rigid hook A, pro-
vided with recess H, horizontal groove a, and
cam-grooved, movable tongue C, having pivot-
pin F and lug G, and the spring B, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. A snap-hook having its rigid member A
provided with grooves ¢ to admit of the re-
moval of dirt therefrom, substantially as set
forth. - _

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures oo
in presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS T. BULLEY. :
DANIEL W. BURNHAM.
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‘Witnesses:

CHARLES A. OAKS,
M. P. DWYER.




