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To all whow it may conceri:

Be it known that I, CHARLES G. PERKINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford, State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Locks for Holding Elec-
trical Appliances in Position, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The objeet of the invention is to provide
means for preventing the detachment of the
parts of couplings, by reason of the shocks to
which they are liable to be subjected when in
use. The invention, however, is especially
applicabletoincandescent lamps, and forthis
reason will be illustrated and described incon-
nection with such devices.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1,
shows a perspective view of an incandescent
lampand the coupling parts thereof,and Figs.
2 and 3 illustrate modifications of the same.

A is an incandescent lamp, and D, the
socket thereof, which is internally screw-
threaded at its center for the reception of the
externally screw-threaded extension C of the
coupling section B,which carries the key and
devices for establishing and cutting off the
ciréuit through the lamp. The socket and
extension C form one terminal of the lamp or
device, the other terminals being formed by a
metallic ring or collar K on the section B and
a ring or collar ¥ also of metal surrounding
the socketed portion of the lamp. The ring
E is made of spring metal and is bent up so
as to form a rib ¢, while the ring F is provided
with a series of corrugations, corresponding
in shape to the rib e so that the two will per-
form the double function of making a good
electrical contact, and locking the parts of
the coupling against accidental displacement.
The number of ribs and corrugations is im-
material. It is clear from the above that
when the coupling parts are screwed togeth-
er, the two rings will slide over each other
and successive corrugations will engage with
the rib, each further movement making a
firmer connection between the parts. I pre-
fer to make the ring E yielding, and to give
it some play so as to allow several of the cor-

rugations o pass successively over the rib.
If desired, the play can be given to the ring
I instead of the ring E, and the socket may
be made in the coupling section B, and the
screw extension formed at the center of the
ring ¥ without departing from my invention.
When the parts are in place, they are held
firmly by the pressure of the rib into the cor-
rugation whieh last covers it and there is no
danger of the lamp workingloose; and atthe
same time the best electrical contact is made.
The parts E and F need not, necessarily, be
completerings, but can be othershapes agwell.

In Figs. 2 and 3, I show a construction in
which separate devices are employed for per-
forming the electrical and mechanieal func-
tions of my apparatus. G and H are contact
rings,Iis the corrugated ring,and J isa short
strip of spring metal bent to form a rib for
entering the corrugations on thering I. The
mode of operation is obvious.

I have shown the device in combination
with an electric incandescent lamp, but I may
use it with any other electrical appliance
which is subjected to shocks that tend to
loosen it from its support.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1. Thecombination,in an electric coupling,
of a coupling section having a projecting
serow-threaded extension and a ribbed wing
with a correspondingcoupling section having
an internally threaded socket, and a radially
corrugated contact surface adapted toengage
the rib to make close electrical contact there-
with and lock the parts, substantially as de-
geribed.

2. The combination, in an electric incan-
descent lamp, of a lamp section having an
internally threaded socketed ring at its top,
provided with radial corrugations and a coup-
ling section having an externally screw-
threaded section, and an elastic ribbed ring
adapted to engage the radial corrugations, the
socket and screw extension forming one ter-
minal of thecircuit through the lamp, and the
ribbed and corrugated rings, the other termi-
nal, substantially as described. '

3. In an electric incandescent lamp having
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on its coupling end a radially corrugated con- | on tke end of its neck, the ring terminal be-
tact surface,of aco-operative device provided | ing corrungated or roughened. 10
with a rib adapted to engage the corrugated In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
contact surface to make electrical connection | my hand this 1st day of July, A. D, 1891.

5 therewith and lock the parts of the coupling, CHARLES G. PERKINS.
substantially as deseribed. Witnesses:
4, An incandescent electric lamp having a FREDERICK W. DAVIS,

central terminal and an outer ring terminal G. H. STOCKBRIDGE.




