J. A. DARDEN.
PICTURE HANGER,.
APPLIGATION FILED JULY 24, 1009,

955,854, Patented Apr. 26, 1910.

2 SEEETS—SHKEET 1.

- A7
NS 7
20- \ Vi
Z \i\ 21 Sy ;
29 4 '
S 2 4
o 27 \“\\ 3 \O
\‘\:’._g F | Z
7
6 . 2
. \ ;
2
N = 7
4 73 //‘
e
O , {2 s 6 |\
J\ y
J ; 17 \ Z
‘ J ‘ 76 7
£ 7
e L
Invenfor

JL, M
Witneosses - %

P ponllln By | o

Qttornoy

ANDREW 3 GAAYAM CO. PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHERS. WASHINGTON D O



J. A. DARDEN.
PICTURE HANGER.
APPLIOATION FILED JULY 24, 1009,

955,854. Patented Apr. 26, 1910.
g
T, N
NS R
‘Q
s s
N N E
\ v N
\
SR .
¢ R :
)

) Z7
J

Witnesses; . 4 ﬂ’) M
4. P bt = ’(; :



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN A. DARDEN, OF GOOD WATER, ALABAMA.,

PICTURE-HANGER.

955,854.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Apr. 26, 1910.

Application filed July 24, 1909. Serial No. 509,309.

To all whom, <t may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux A. Darpen, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Good Water, in the county of Coosa and
State of Alabama, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Picture-
Hangers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings.

My invention relates to a new and useful
picture hanger by means of which a picture
frame or like object may be supported at any
desired angle on a wall or other upright
surface.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple, inexpensive and practical hanger
of this character which may be made to fit
a picture of predetermined size or adjustable
for application to different sized pictures or

-the like and which may be also adjusted to

dispose the picture or other object upon it
at different angles with respect to the wall
in order that observers may view the pic-
ture to its best advantage.

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists of the novel features
of construction and the combination and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter fully -de-
scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved picture hanger; Fig. 2 is a vertical
section showing the hanger applied to a
wall and a picture indicated in dotted lines
in the hanger; Fig. 3 is a detail view show-
ing one of the lower supporting hooks for
the picture; Fig. 4 is a perspective view of
the non-adjustable form of the invention;
and Fig. 5 is a front elevation of still an-
other form having its side bars 24 united
by a spring.

My improved picture hanger comprises
rear and front frames 1, 2, the former being
adapted to bear against a wall or other flat
support W, the latter being adjustably
mounted on the rear frame and adapted to
support a picture frame or like object indi-
cated at P. These frames, 1, 2 are prefer-
ably made from metal bars or rods of suit-
able size according to the size and weight of
the picture to be supported and the rear
frame 1 is preferably formed from a single

rod by bending the same upon itself at its
center to provide an eye 3 to receive a nail,
screw or similar fastening F on the wall.
From the eye 3 the two branches of the rod
extend outwardly and they are then bent
downwardly to provide spaced members 4,
the lower ends of which are bent upon them-
selves to provide eyes 5.

The front picture supporting frame 2 con-
sists of two side bars 6 and upper and lower
horizontal bars 7, 8, whereby said outer or
front frame is somewhat larger than the

rear frame 1. The latter is connected to the

lower bar 8 of the front frame and to pre-
vent it from shifting on said bar bends or
notches 9 are formed in said bar for the
reception of the eyes 5. This construction,
it will be noted, forms a pivotal connection
between the two frames so that the front or
outer one may swing toward and from the
rear one. Said front frame 2 may be made
non-adjustable, as shown in Fig. 4, so that
the device will support a picture of prede-
termined size, in which case the side bars 6
are bent to provide upper and lower eyes
10, 11 which engage the upper and lower
bars or suitable seats or bends in said bars;
but T prefer to make said frame 2 adjust-
able, as shown in TFig. 1, so as to receive
picture frames of different sizes. When said
frame is made adjustable the upper and
lower eyes 12, 13 on the side bars 6 are
adapted to slide on the bars 7, 8 and engage
any of the Jlongitudinal series of bands or
notches 14, 15 formed, respectively, in the
upper and lower bars 7, 8. Owing to this
construction, it will be seen that the two
side bars may be adjusted toward and from
each other to vary the width of the frame 2
according to the width of the picture which
it is adapted to support.

The prcture P is supported at its bottom
edge on two bottom hooks 16 formed prefer-
ably by bending the lower ends of the side
bars 6 forwardly and upwardly, as shown
more clearly in Fig. 8. The picture is pre-
vented from shifting laterally on the frame
2 and is held against the same by means of
side hooks 17, one or more of which may be
provided on each of the side bars 6. Said
hooks 17 may be of any form and construe-
tion but they are preferably formed by bend-
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ing the material forming said bars 6 upon

- themselves and then bending such portions
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to form forwardly and inwardly extending
hooks, as clearly shown in the drawings.

The projecting ends of the upper and
lower bars 7, 8 may be bent to form orna-
mental loops 18 or said ends of the bars may
be ornamented in any other manner and by
any desired means. -

The upper portions of the two frames 1,
are adjustably connected so that the angle
of inclination of the front picture support-
ing frame 2 may be varied. This adjustable
connection consists of a chain 19 the upper
end of which is connected to a centrally ar-
ranged bend or notch 20 on the upper bar 7
and the lower end of which is connected to
the eye 3. A take-up link 21 is preferably
used In connection with the chain for the
purpose of varying its length and thereby
adjusting the angle of the frame 2. Said
link has 1ts ends bent upon itself to provide
hooks 22 which may engage any of the links
of the chain to take it up or let it out, as will
be readily understood on-reference to the
drawings.

In Tig. 5 of the drawings 23 denotes a coil
spring the ends of which are connected to
the intermediateé portions of the two side
bars 24 of the front picture supporting
frame and which is adapted to prevent said
bars from spreading. This spring 28 also
makes the device adjustable to receive pic-
tures of different sizes within certain limits
and the adjustment is effected without the
use of the bends or notches 14, 15, as in the
form of the invention shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings. It will be noted that the spring
23 together with the flexibility or resiliency
of the side bars 6 permits said side bars to be
pulled apart so that their hooks may be en-
gaged with the opposite side edges of differ-
ent sized pictures or frames, and when said
bars are released the spring 23 holds their
hooks firmly engaged with the picture or
frame. It will also be understood that, if
desired, the spring 23 may be used on the
other forms of the invention above described.

In using the invention, the bottom edge
of the picture frame or like object is en-
gaged with the hooks 16 and the side bars
6 are adjusted in the proper pairs of notches
or bends 14, 15 according to the size of the
picture, so that the hooks 17 engage the
side edges of the same. It will be under-
stood that the bends or notches 14, 15 are
arranged at different distances apart ac-
cording to.the commercial sizes of frames or
pictures. The eye 3 of the rear frame 1 is
then engaged with a nail, screw or other
fastening on the wall W and by adjusting
the length of the chain 19 by means of the
take-up link 21, the front frame 2 may be
supported at any desired inclination with
respect to the wall. It will be seen that
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when the device is not in use the two frames
may be folded together to occupy but little
space.

pVVhile I have shown and described in de-
tail the preferred embodiments of my in-
vention, 1t will be understood that I do not
wish to limit myself to the precise con-
struction set forth, since various changes in
the form, proportion and arrangement of
parts and details of construction may. be re-
sorted to within the scope of the appended
claims without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of my .
invention. , - :

Having thus deseribed the invention what
is claimed is: : ‘
1. A picture hanger comprising a rear
frame adapted to be secured to a wall or
the like, a front supporting frame to swing
from the rear frame, a chain connecting the
upper portions of the two frames and a
take-up link having hook-shaped ends for
adjustable engagement with the links of the
chain.

2. A picture hanger comprising a rear:
frame adapted to be secured to a wall or the
like, a front supporting frame to swing
from the rear frame, lower hooks on the
front frame to engage the bottom ef the
picture, side hooks on the front frame to
engage the sides of the picture, and con-
nection between the upper portions of the
two frames for holding the front one at any
angle with respect to the rear one. ’

3. A picture hanger comprising a rear
frame adapted to be secured to a wall or
the like, a front supporting frame to swing
from the rear frame, said front frame con-
sisting of upper and lower bars and side
bars, means whereby said side bars may
be adjusted longitudinally on the upper and
lower, bars, means carried by said side bars
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to engage and support a picture or the like -

and a connection between the upper portions
of the two frames for holding the front one
at an angle with respect to the rear one.

4. A picture hanger comprising a rear-
frame adapted to be secured to a wall or the -
like, a front supporting frame to swing
from. the rear frame, said front frame con-
sisting of upper and lower bars formed
with longitudinal series of notches or bends
and side bars having eyes to engage said
notches or bends of the upper and lower

bars, whereby said side bars are adjustable

longitudinally on the upper and lower bars;
bottom and side supperting heoks on said
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side bars, and an adjustable connection be-
tween the wpper portions: of the two frames -

for supporting the front frame at any angle
with respect. to the rear one.

5. A picture hanger comprising a rear
frame acdapted to be secured: to a wall or the
like, a front supporting frame to. swing
from the rear frame, said front frame con-
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sisting of upper and lower horizontal bars
formed with longitudinal series of notches
and side bars having eyes to engage said
notches of the upper and lower bars, where-
by said side bars are adjustable longitudi-
nally on the upper and lower bars, and
means carried by the front frame for en-
gaging a picture or the like, and a connec-
tion between the upper portions of the two

frames for supporting the front frame at an 10
angle with respect to the rear one.

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses,

JOHN A. DARDEN.

‘Witnesses :
T. P. CraNroRrD,
E. D. Eserey.



