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2,848,581
ELECTRIC OUTLET OR FUSE BOX

- Roy J. Oshkosh;, Egg Harbor, and Bernard E. May,
Storgeon Bay, Wis.

-Application October 16, 1956, Serial No. 616,347
1 Claim. (CL 200--133)

This invention relates to electric outlet or fuse: boxes.

An object of this invention is to provide an outlet or
fuse box which is so constructed and arranged that ad-
ditional boxes -or units may-be connected thereto with-
out requiring replacement of the original box-or. unit.

Another object of this invention is to provide an out-
let or fuse box assembly embodying at least a pair of
fuse boxes with means for coupling the electric terminals
together from each box so as to thereby provide a single
unit.

A further object of this invention is to provide in an
outlet or fuse box, an extension box with means for
firmly connecting the extension box onto the main box,
and also with means for connection between the termi-
nals of the two boxes for electrically connecting the
boxes together.

With the foregoing and other objects in view which
will appear as the description proceeds, the invention
consists of certain novel details of construction and coni-
bination of parts, hereinafter more fully described and
pointed out in the claim, it being understood thzt changes
may be made in the construction and arrangement of
parts without departing from the spirit of the invention
as claimed.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a detail front elevation of an electrical

" outlet box constructed according to an embodiment of
this invention.

Fig. 2 is a detail end elevation of the device.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the device.

Fig. 4 is an exploded plan view of the device.

Fig. 5 is a detail side elevation of one of the re-
movable plugs used with this device.

Fig. 6 is a diagrammatic view showing the electrical
conductors embodied in this invention with the housings
in dot-and-dash lines.

Fig. 7 is an exploded plan view showing the separable
housings.

Fig. 8 is a detail front elevation showing one of the
housings.

Fig. 9 is a detail front elevation showing a pair of
the housing or boxes connected together.

Fig. 10 is a detail front elevation showing an addi-
tional box or housing connected with the pairs shown in
Fig. 9.

Referring to the drawings, the numerals 15 and 16
designate generally a pair of side abutting housings which
are formed in rectangular configuration. The housing
15 is formed of a top wall 17, a bottom wall 18, one
side wall 19 and a rear wall 28. One side of the
housing 15 is open and the open side confronts the
adjaceat open side of housing or box 16. Housing or
box 16 is formed similarly to housing 15, with the ex-
ception that one side wall 21 of housing 16 is removable
and is provided at its upper and lower ends with a pair
of right-angularly disposed lugs 22 which engage in
keepers 23 struck upwardly from the top wall 24 of hous-
ing or box 16. The screw or other fastening member
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25 extends through the keeper 23 for securely holding
the lug 22 within the keeper 23. The top and bottom
walls of housing 16 are provided with pairs of lugs
26 which are engageable in upwardly offset keepers 27
formed in the top wall 11 of housing 15. The lugs 26

.are securely held in the keepers 27 by means of screws 28.

The housing 15 has disposed therein a dielectric body
29 which is of rectangular configuration. The body 29
has disposed adjacent. the upper end thereof terminals
3¢ with which electric supply conductors 31 are adapted
to be connected. An elongated rigid bus bar-32 extends
through the body 29 and is provided at its upper end
with a right angularly disposed bar 33 with which one
conductor 34 is adapted to be comnected. The hus bar
32 is a ground or return conductor and conductor 34 is

-a return conductor. A sgcond conductor 35 is connected

to a terminal 36 and the terminals: 39 and 36 provide for
220 volts,  whereas the combination of terminal 3¢ and
bar 33 provides for 110 volts. '

The bus bar 32 extends below the dielectric body 28
and has a right-angularly disposed bottom bar 37 se-
cured thereto with -which terminal screws 38 are con-
nected. - The body 2% has embedded or disposed there-
in a bus bar or conductor 39 which extends from termi-
nal 39. A second I-shaped conductor 40 is connected
with conductor 39 and extends through the upper end
of body 29 and is connected with a terminal 41. The
bus bar 40 includes a horizontally extending bar 42
which has secured to the end thereof confronting the
open side of housing 15 a pair of clamping jaws or
clips 43. Bar 32 has secured thereto between the ends
thereof a horizontally extending bar 44, and bar 44 has
fixed to the end thereof extending in the direction of the
open side of housing 15, a pair of clamping jaws or clips
45. A bar 46 extends from terminal 36 and is connected
at its lower end to a horizontal side 47 of an L-shaped
bar 48. The bar 48 extends from =2 terminal 49 at the
upper end of body 29. The horizontal side 47 extends
in the direction of the open side of housing 15 and has
secured thereto a pair of clamping jaws or clips 59.

A lower terminal 51 is carried by the body 29 and is
connected by means of a conductor 52 to bar 42. A
fuse 53 is interposed in conductor 52. A second lower
terminal 54 is carried by body 29 and a conductor 55
connects terminal 54 with bar 47. The fuse 56 is inter-
posed in conductor 55 and a terminal 57 is also carried
by the lower end of housing 29 and is connected by
means of a conductor 58 to wall 47. The fuse 59 is
interposed in cenductor §8. A terminal 60 is also carried
by the lower end of body 2% and is connected by meauns
of a conductor 61 to bar 47 with a fuse 62 interposed
therein.

As shown in Fig. 6, a conductor 63 may be connected
with terminal 51 and extended through the lower wall
I8 for connmection with one side of a lighting circuit in
which a light bulb 64 is interposed. A second conductor
65 is connected with the bulb 64 and conductor 65 is
connected to return bar 37.

The housing 16 is an extension housing and is formed
similarly to housing 15 with the following exception,
the diagrammatic body 29* has extending to the right
wall in the direction of housing 15, bus bars 422 44=
and 472 These bars 422, 44* and 472 extend through
the diagrammatic block or body 66 which is adapted at
one end to abut against the body 292, The body 66 is
formed with plugs 67 at its outer end and the bars
427, 442 and 47> project through the plugs 67. The side
68 of body 29 is formed with openings or sockets 69
through which the plugs 67 are adapted to extend in
order that the projecting ends of bars 428 442 and 47=
may engage between the adjacent clamping jaws or clips
43, 45 and 38. The body 292 is similar to body 29 and
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the openings or sockets 6% may be normally closed by
headed plugs 76 which may be formed of rubber or
other insulating material.

A removable side wall 21 of housing 16 has a front
wall or closure 71 hingedly secured thereto by means
of hinges 72. The plate or closure 71, as shown in Fig.
9 has hingedly secured thereto closures 73 and 74.

Where only a single housing as housing 15, is initially
used the open side of housing 15 is closed by means of
a side wall 21® similar to side wall 21 and a front wall
712 may be hingedly carried by the side wall 212 with
a small door or closure 732 carried by the closure 712,

As shown in Fig. 10, there may be at least three hous-
ings connected together in side abutting relation, with
each housing having separate closures, such as closures
73, 74 and 75. In other respects the structure shown in
Fig. 10 is similar to that shown in Figs. 1 to 7.

With an extension electric outlet box, as hereinbefore
described, where a single box will provide sufficient con-
nections for the circuits in a building, the box 15, as
shown in Fig. 8, may be initially set up. Where addi-
tional circuits are desired an additional box, such as
box 16, may be connected with box 15 after the manner
hereinbefore described.

The side wall 212 of box 15 is removed so that the
open side of box 16 will communicate with the interior
of the box 15 and the conductors 422, 442 and 47% may
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engage the clamping members or clips 43, 45 and 50 in
box 15.

What is claimed is:

In combination, a pair of side abutting housings, each
housing having an open side confronting the other hous-
ing, cooperating locking means including apertured lugs
carried by one of said housings and recessed keepers
carried by the other of said housings for locking said
housings together, bus bars in each housing, each bus
bar of one housing having an angularly disposed end
projecting in the direction of the other housing, a pair
of clamping jaws carried by the angular end of each of
said bus bars in said one housing, the bus bars of the
other housing including right angular bar portions in
horizontal alignment with said clamping jaws, said latter
named bars projecting from the open side of said other
housing for engagement with said clamping jaws, a di-
electric body encompassing said right angular bars, and
terminals electrically associated with each bus bar.
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