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(57) Abstract: [Problem] In photoacoustic image-generating equipment, to irradiate
the subject with pulsed light having a higher temporal variation in light intensity than
the temporal variation in light intensity of the pulsed light emitted from the light
source. [Solution] A laser unit (13) emits pulsed laser light. A waveform-shaping
means (14) shapes the pulsed laser light coming in from the laser unit (13) so that the
temporal variation in light intensity is increased. The shaped pulsed laser light is irra-
diated on the subject and after the irradiation, the photoacoustic wave generated in-
side the subject is detected using a probe (11). Using a photoacoustic image-recon-
structing means (24), a detection/logarithmic transtormation means (25), and a pho-
toacoustic image-constructing means (26), a photoacoustic image is generated from
the detected photoacoustic wave.
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