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4 Claims. 

This invention relates to lamps, and, more par 
ticularly, to lamps of the kind employed indoors, 
as in homes, offices, hotels, clubs and the like, and 
in locations where the lamp should have utility 
not only as a locally placed illuminating device, 
but also as a decorative unit at its location. 
According to the invention a lamp is provided 

having a lamp-base a portion of which is trans 
parent, and wherein a removable and replace 
able three-dimensional Ornament is enclosed pref 
erably in a dust-type manner, this ornament be 
ing so positioned inside the lamp-base relative to 
the transparent portion thereof and relative to 
the usual angle of vision that, at least when the 
lamp is lighted, the ornament is seen through 
said transparent portion and cooperates with the 
other then visible parts of the lamp to provide a 
novel and valuable ensemble. 

Further, according to the invention, as prefer 
ably carried out, in order to facilitate ready sub 
Stitution of One ornament for another Whenever 
desired the lamp-base is so made that ready ac 
cess to the hollow interior thereof can be had; and 
to this end the lamp-base is conveniently made 
So as to be facilely separable between its aforesaid 
lower and upper parts, desirably at a horizontal 
plane Substantially marking the bottom of the 
Said upper part and the top of Said lower part. 
An object of the invention is to provide in a 

lamp as above the combination of a transparent 
Wall or portion at the upper part of the lamp 
base, a light-source means above the lamp-base, 
and a reflector above the means last mentioned 
for converging or directing light rays from said 
Source doWinWardly through said Wall into the in 
terior of the lamp-base so as to intensify the ill 
lumination of the ornament and its Support with 
in the lamp-base. 

Other advantages and features will hereinafter 
appear. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation, illustrating a now 

preferred embodiment of the table lamp pursuant 
to the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an axial vertical section, with cer 
tain parts shown in elevation. - 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view in vertical Sec 
tion, on an enlarged scale, showing a detail of 
Construction. 

Fig. 4 is a similar view, showing another detail 
of Construction. 

Fig. 5 is a view in Vertical section, taken axially 
through the lower part of the lamp-base of a 
table lamp, illustrating a modification. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view in vertical section, 
on an enlarged scale, showing a further modifica 
tion. 

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 1, illustrating a 
now preferred embodiment of floor lamp pursu 
ant to the invention. 

(C. 240-2) 
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view, partially in axial 

Section, On an enlarged Scale, ShoWing a detail of 
construction of the lamp of Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is a view similar to Fig. 8, showing an 
other detail of construction of the lamp last men 
tioned. 

Fig. 10 is a view, partially invertical section and 
partially in elevation, showing the lamp of Fig. 1, 
but On a much reduced scale, and illustrating an 
other way of varying, interiorly of the lamp, an 
Ornamental element thereof and located therein. 

Referring first to the exemplifying form of the 
invention illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4, and particul 
larly now to Figs. 1 and 2, a lamp-base 0 for a 
table lamp is shown as including a lower part or 
Section f , and an upper part or section 2. 
AS this lamp is here shown, the same further 

includes a carrier above the top of the lamp-base 
for mounting in the usual way an electric light 
bulb f3, such carrier being illustrated as a familiar 
type of Socket 4 for said bulb, adapted to be 
placed in a Suitable circuit by wires in a cable 5 
and having a standard push-type switch 4' for 
Opening and closing said circuit; a lamp-shade f6; 
and a common type of Spring-wire clamp 7 for 
gripping the bulb 3, such clamp being fixed to 
and hung below an ordinary finial 8 attached in 
the customary way to the usual skeleton frame 9 
on which a lamp-shade is in most cases sup 
ported. 
The lower Section of the lamp-base is shown 

as Comprising two principal parts; a hollow foot 
pedestal 20, and a bowl-like hollow element 2: ; 
these parts 20 and 2 here combining to provide 
a generally pear-shaped main body for the lamp 
base. It Will, of course, be understood that the 
main body of the lamp-base can be of any suitable 
or desired shape, and either wholly or partially 
exteriorly embellished as taste may dictate. 
The parts 20 and 2, here as just explained 

constituting the main body of the lamp-base, are 
connected permanently into one structure by a 
Vertical bushing or sleeve 22 extended down 
through a pair of matching apertures, one in the 
bottom of the hollow element 2 (said element 
being hereinafter for convenience called the cup), 
and the other as a vertical bore in the central 
neck portion 20' of the pedestal. This sleeve 22 
has a top external flange 22, and it is at its bot 
ton externally threaded as shown, so as to be 
able to take, inside the hollow within the pedestal, 
a washer 23, and a clamp nut 24. 
The upper Section of the lamp-base is shown as 

in the form of an inverted glass bowl or dome, 
So that the upper Section of the lamp-base is 
transparent all around and also all over the top of 
the Same, and the ornament of a type depending 
upon the hobby of the owner, here illustrated as 
two racing yachts 25, forms part of the complete 
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2 
visible lamp assembly, whether observed from 
above or from any off side angle. 
In order When the bulb 3 is lighted to increase 

the sharpness of the illumination of the ornament 
25, as Well also as that of its Support 26, a suit 
able reflector is desirably placed over the bulb. 
Such reflector is here shown as a polished metal 
downwardly dished disk 2 arranged as shown 
and Suitably Secured to the Shade frame 9. 
The dome constituting the upper section 2 of 

the lamp-base can be of clear or tinted glass or 
other suitable transparent material; and where 
any effect to be obtained is desired, Such dome can 
advantageously be made cloudily instead of clear 
ly transparent, or mottled With portions of less 
clear transparency than other portions. 
The support. 26 is shown as a platform, the up 

per Surface of Which is contoured to represent a 
wave-rippled sea. In the present case, the orna 
ment 25 is shown as being integrally formed, de 
sirably by casting, with the support or platform 
2. 
In order to substitute another and different or 

nament and support, the dome and cup compo 
nents and 2 of the lamp-base shown are sep 
arable in a horizontal plane Substantially coin 
cident with the botton rim of the done and the 
top rim of the Cup, on removal of a metal ring or 
ferrule 28, desirably spun from thin sheet metal. 

Referring in this connection to FigS. 2 and 3, 
said ferrule is shown as of L-shaped cross-section, 
having a bottom flange 28d, provided at its upper 
end with an internal thread 28b, the cup has 
an external horizontal flange a, and the dome 
f2 has a similar flange 2d. Around the flange 
2 is a ring 29 of comparatively soft material, 
desirably Such a flexible and relatively plastic 
metal as lead, and of channel cross-section. This 
ring can be cast about the fange. 2d. as shown, or 
Supplied as a strip of lead of U-section of proper 
length bent around and then forced tightly over, 
Under and below the flange 2 as illustrated. 
When either of these two ways of providing the 
ring 29 or an equivalent is adopted, there is no 
need to form the thread shown on the same, by 
a special Operation. Such thread will be formed 
when the lamp-base is first assembled; that is, 
after all partS eXcept the ferrule 29 are assembled 
as illustrated in Fig. 3, by screwing on the ferrule, 
Such Operation forming the thread on the ring. 
Once the lamp is thus assembled, the ferrule can 
be removed by UnSCreWing it, and then the dome 
A2 and cup can be readily parted by lifting the 
dome up and a Way from the cup. 
On thus removing the dome 2 from the cup , 

the platform 26 and the ornament 25 can be read 
ily removed. As shown most clearly in Fig. 2, the 
platform, which is extended so as completely to 
cover and hide the interior of the cup, So that the 
latter can be left rough and unfinished, rests 
marginally On an annular ledge b provided in 
side the cup just below the flange C. In the 
present case, however, said platforin is securely 
and positively locked in place, yet readily re 
leaSably SO, as shown in Fig. 2, by a bolt 30. This 
bolt, With its kerfed head 30' lowermost, is sent 
upward through the bore of sleeve 22 and the 
hollow interior of cup 2, and, with its thread 
engaged With the thread of a tapped recess in a 
central bore 26' extended below the bottom sur 
face of platform. 26, is turned to draw the plat 
form down tightly on ledge if b. 
AS ShoWn most clearly in Figs. 2 and 4, all parts 

of the lamp above the lamp-base are supported 
On the dome 2, directly or indirectly, by means of 

2,125,358 
a disk 3, desirably of sheet metal and stamped 
to include an upstanding central collar 3 a. and 
then threaded at the exterior of Such neck as 
illustrated, for the securing thereon of the usual 
internally threaded attachment-neck Ad of the 
standard type of socket shown at 6. When 
Stamped, this fitment 3 is desirably skirted 
doWnWardly around its periphery, SO that When 
applied to the top of the dome 2 this skirted 
portion depends as a substantially cylindrical 
fange. When Such a fitment is provided, and the 
dome 2 is of glass or other easily moldable ma 
terial, the Sane can conveniently be provided With 
an integral, circular, and circularly undercut, pad 
2b as shown; whereby, on application of the fit 
ment 3 to the pad so that the flange of the fit 
ment encloses the pad, an ordinary metal spin 
ning. Operation curls this flange laterally inward 
and Shapes the same in Conifornity With the side 
Wall of the pad, thereby quickly and simply to 
lock the fitment and the dome 2 permanently to 
gether. The provision of the pad 2b on the 
dome 2, incidentally, is advantageous when such 
done is of glass, as giving a strong instead of the 
usual Weak spot at the center of depth of the 
hollow of the dome. 

Referring to Fig. 5, the modification there 
shown includes a dome 2, a ferrule 28, a ring 29, 
all aS in FigS. 1 to 4; also, a cup , as in the 
ViewS just mentioned, except that such cup has a : 
Smaller aperture in its bottom than that through 
which the sleeve 22 extends in Fig. 2; and a ped 
estal 2 as in Figs. 1 and 2, except that such 
pedestal has in itS Upstanding Central neck an ap 
erture Similar in diameter to that of the aper 
ture in the bottom of the cup of Fig. 5. 
The pedestal and the cup of Fig. 5, by means of 

the apertures justmentioned, are permanently Se 
Cuired together, as shown, by parts including a 
Screw 32. This screw passes through a Washer 33 
and a block 34; such washer conveniently of some 
highly flexible or plastic material, as brass or lead, 
and such block convenientiy of wood. 
In Fig. 5, as in Fig. 2, the support is shown as a 

platform of circular outline, shaped to lie on the 
ledge b of the cup , and so cover over the hol 
loW interior of the cup. This platform, marked 
35, is here shown as locked against horizontal 
Shifting, Once it is set on the ledge b, by means 
Of the upper ends of a plurality of pins 36 set in 
and upstanding above the top of block 34, which 
pin ends are received in accommodating recesses 
in the underside of the platform as illustrated. 
The Ornament, Such as the one a basal portion of 
which is indicated at 37, is here shown as readily 
Separable from the platform 35, and is resting 
thereon by its own weight, but held against shift 
ing by a pin 3' upstanding from the top of the 
platform and received in a suitable recess in the 
botton of the ornament. 

Referring next to Fig. 6, the parts having the 
Same reference characters as parts in Figs, 2 and 
3, correspond to the latter and can be identical 
in construction thereto. However, the support 
here shown, while in the form of a circular plat 
form, is of a diameter exceeding that of the 
maximum diameter of the cup A; and this plat 
form rests marginally on the flat top of flange 
fa. Therefore, the platform is securely locked 

in place on this fange when the ferrule 28 is 
Screwed up tight to assemble the lamp by clamp 
ing together the upper and lower sections of the 
lamp-base, after a selected ornament or a selected 
Ornament Support, or both, have been substituted 
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2,125,358 
lamp-base. The locking of the platform in place, 
it Will be understood, is accomplished by the grip 
ping of the marginal portion thereof between the 
bottom of ring 29 and the top of flange a, which 
gripping results from properly tightening the fer 
rule 28. 

Figs. 7, 8 and 9 illustrate one now favored way 
to apply the invention in making a floor lamp. 
Such lamp as shown includes an electric light 
bulb 38, a shade 39, a reflector 40, a socket 4f, and 
a lamp-base 42 below Such socket-all these 
parts, in order to shorten this description, being 
shown as exact or substantial duplicates of the 
corresponding parts in FigS. 1 and 2. The lamp 
base 42, which in this type of lamp is carried at 
the top of a post or standard, such as the one 
indicated at 43, is, at the bottom of the lower sec 
tion or cup 44 thereof (corresponding to the cup 

of Figs. 1 and 2), secured to a cap 45, as most 
clearly shown in Fig. 9, by a sleeve 22, a washer 
23, a nut 24, and a bolt 30, all as in Figs. 1 and 2; 
So that as shown in these last-mentioned views, 
the upper threaded end of this bolt can be 
threaded into and hold in place a platform or 
other suitable support (not shown) for the de 
Sired Ornament, aS, for instance, the ornament 
46 of Fig. 7. 
The cap 45 serves as a ready-break-joint con 

nector between the bottom of the lamp-base 42 
and the top of the post 43, so as to permit the 
bottom of the lamp-base to be disconnected from 
the top of the post and thus allow the head of 
the bolt 30 to be reached. Then such bolt can be 
unscrewed, to permit changing of the ornament 
Support, and/or the Ornament in the lamp-base, 
When such change of ornament or ornament Sup 
port is desired, and when the construction is such, 
as here assumed, that the bolt is threaded into 
the ornament Support to hold the same in place 
in the lamp-base as in Fig. 2. As will be noted, 
the cup 45 has a depending vertical flange which 
is internally threaded; this thread taking an ex 
ternal thread in the enlarged upper end of the 
post 43. 

It is customary in floor lamps to have the elec 
tric light bulb higher above the lamp-base than 
in a table lamp, and the lamp of Fig. 9 is shown 
as so constructed. As best seen in Fig. 8, the disk 
46, spun on the pad f2b of the dome 2, is exactly 
like the disk 3 of Fig. 2 except that the central 
upstanding neck of the disk 46 is of larger diam 
eter than the neck of the disk 3, so that the ex 
ternal thread on the formed neck matches an in 
ternal thread carried by a tube 4. This tube is 
of a length to elevate the bulb. 38 to the proper 
extent above the lamp-base 42; the neck 4a 
which depends from the socket 4 being thread 
edly connected to a central upstanding neck on a 
cap 48 having a depending internally threaded 
flange, which thread matches an external thread 
on the top of the tube. 

Finally referring to Fig. 10, showing again the 
table lamp of Figs. 1 and 2, there is here illus 
trated another type of replaceable ornament, 
other than a statuette or the like. Such orna 
ment is shown as being an interior mask for the 
lamp-base, in the present case in the shape of 
an inverted bowl or dome, 49, desirably uniformly 
or variegatedly Colored. Such mask can be used 
in addition to, or in lieu of some other ornament, 
Say a statuette, the latter placed under the mask 
and on the platform 26 or an equivalent. The 
mask 49 is shown here as stiffened at its bottom 
rim by a ring 50, conveniently of wire; and then, 
although the mask would be self-sustaining with 

3 
out the ring if made of Celluloid or Cellophane 
or Some other relatively stiff transparent or trans 
lucent material, the mask can conveniently be 
made of a Suitable textile fabric. Thus one mask 
49 can be substituted for another, behind the 
transparent wall of a lamp-base section carrying 
that Wall, to change the appearance of the lamp 
at that section, as to give it a different color or 
pattern of design. The color or design imparted 
by the mask could be made more striking by light 
rays received interiorly of the lamp-base, and such 
reception of these rays could be provided for by 
cutting openings, for instance as indicated at 49', 
through the mask; and this effect Would be in 
tensified by employing a reflector over the light 
Source means of the lamp according to the in 
vention. 

Variations and modifications may be made 
Within the Scope of this invention and portions 
of the improvements may be used Without others. 
I claim: 
1. In a lamp, the combination of a light source 

and a base structure comprising an opaque lower 
Section and an inverted transparent glass bowl 
mounted with its open end in engagement with 
the lower section and provided at its closed upper 
end With means formed integrally therewith 
whereby the light source can be mounted thereon; 
means for Securing the lower Section and the bowl 
together at their point of engagement; and an 
Ornament mounted on a plate in the lower section 
With the ornament extending into the transparent 
bOwl, Said bowl being formed as a unitary struc 
ture, 

2. In a lamp, the combination of a light source 
and a base Structure comprising an opaque lower 
Section and an inverted glass bowl mounted with 
its open end in engagement with the lower sec 
tion and provided at its closed upper end with a 
thickened projecting portion whereby the light 
Source can be mounted thereon; and means for 
securing the lower section and the bowl together 
at their point of engagement. 

3. In a lamp, the combination of a light source 
and a base structure comprising an opaque lower 
Section and an inverted glass bowl mounted with 
itS Open end in engagement With a lower Section 
and provided at its closed end With means for 
mounting the light Source thereon; means for 
Securing the lower section and the bowl together 
at their point of engagement; and an ornament 
mounted on a plate secured in the base with the 
ornament extending into the transparent bowl, 
the Securing means comprising a bolt passing 
through the base and threaded into the under 
Surface of the plate. 

4. In a lamp, the combination of a light source 
and a base Structure comprising an opaque lower 
section having an OutWardly extending flange at 
its upper end and an inverted transparent glass 
bowl having an outwardly extending flange at its 
Open end and mounted With its open end in 
engagement With the lower section and provided 
at its closed end with means for mounting the 
light Source thereon; means for Securing the lower 
Section and the bowl together at their point of 
engagement comprising means to engage the 
flanges on the bowl and lower Section to hold them 
in clamping relation; and an ornament mounted 
on a plate extending across the upper end of the 
lower section and clamped between the flanges of 
the bowl and lower section to be held in place by 
Said Securing means. 

JOHN T. RENHOLDT. 
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