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2...DEVICE BODY CONTROL UNIT
3...MEMORY ACCESS CONTROL UNIT
3a...SERIAL DATA COMMUNICATION MEANS
3b...COMMAND EXECUTION MEANS
3d...TEMPORARY STORAGE MEANS (RAM)
3e...POWER SUPPLY CONTROL MEANS
3c...NONVOLATILE MEMORY WRITE/READ CONTROL MEANS
-+ .NONVOLATILE MEMORY
.. .NONVOLATILE MEMORY
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— (57) Abstract: A carriage (recording head unit) to which an ink cartridge having a nonvolatile memory is mounted comprises a mem-
& ory access control unit for controlling an access to the nonvolatile memory. Consequently, the number of connection lines connected
) between the carriage (recording head unit) and a printer body control unit is less. A device body control unit communicates data
N through serial data communication with a memory access control unit. The memory access control unit reads various information
w= (such as on the mount of ink remaining and the use start date) stored in nonvolatile memories and stores it in a RAM in the memory
& access control unit. The device body control unit issues a RAM access request command to read and update the information. When
o the printer is turned off, the device body control unit issues an information write-back command. The memory access control unit
writes back the information in the RAM into the nonvolatile memories.
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