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(57) Abstract: A tape cassette (8) is fitted with a protective member (9) and stored in a storage box (1A). A case (81)
of the tape cassette (8) has protrusions (861), (851) on an upper wall (86) and a lower wall (85). The protective member
(9) has a positioning part (93), and protective parts (91), (92) that are respectively connected to an upper end (931) and a
lower end (932) of the positioning part (93). The positioning part (93) engages with a front wall (82) of the case (81). The
protective parts (91), (92) cover a formation region of the protrusions (861), (851). When the tape cassette is stored in the

Rl



WO 2024/248024 AT | {80000 000000 A

St MM EI W Aichi JP). AR £
(NISHTHARA, Keisuke); T4678562 BEHIIE&H
BHmERTFE—TE1&18 75 —T
AR FMAESRN Aichi (JP).

TH REA: 1L X & (YAMAMOTO, Hisashi);
T4600011 ZENREZHEMHRXRAKEAL4TH10
#3325 LRBEKDEIL 6/ Aichi (JP).

B FHEE(FRTDEWRY, £2TOEAOENRFR
EAAAE) - AE, AG, AL, AM, AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA,
BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW,BY,BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN,
CO, CR, CU, CV, CZ,DE, DJ, DK, DM, DO, DZ, EC,
EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN, HR,
HU, ID, IL, IN, IQ, IR, IS, IT, M, JO, KE, KG, KH,
KN, KP, KR, KW,KZ, LA, LC,LK, LR, LS, LU, LY,
MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MU, MW, MX, MY, MZ,
NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT,
QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL,
ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG,
US, UZ, VC, VN, WS, ZA, ZM, ZW.

(84) IEEE (RTDLRWRY, 2TOEBEDEER
ENHAE) : ARIPO (BW, CV, GH, GM,KE, LR, LS,
MW, MZ, NA, RW, SC, SD, SL, ST, SZ, TZ, UG,
ZM, ZW), 2—5 < 7 (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU,
TJ,TM), 3 —H v /8 (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ,
DE, DK, EE, ES, FL FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS,
IT,LT, LU, LV, MC, ME, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT,
RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF,
CG, CL, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, KM, ML, MR, NE,
SN, TD, TG).

VN NENEE-EER

— ERFATERS (FHFE21%03))

storage box (1A), the protective parts (91), (92) prevent the protrusions (861), (851) from coming into contact with a top
wall and a bottom wall. A coating part is formed on the back surfaces of the protective parts (91), (92), and paper powder
is less likely to be produced even if the protrusions (861), (851) rub against cach other.
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Category™ Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
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when the document is taken alone

«y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
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being obvious to a person skilled in the art
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The invention in claims 1-24 has the common technical feature below, which is specified in claim 1.

“A printing cassette storage comprising a printing cassette that is attached to a printing device and used for printing
on a printing medium, and a storage box that stores the printing cassette, wherein the storage box or the printing
cassette includes a suppression member that suppresses the generation of paper dust from an inner surface of the
storage box.”

Here, document 1 (JP 2012-166822 A) and document 2 (JP 2015-164854 A) discloses storing in a storage box
via a member for positioning a printing cassette (a toner cartridge in document 1, and a tape cartridge in document
2). The positioning member prevents the box and the printing cassette from rubbing against each other, and thus the
positioning member corresponds to a suppression member in the invention in claim 1.

According to this, the above-described common technical feature is the matter described in documents 1 and 2,
and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature.

Then, when the special technical feature of the dependent claim of claim 1 is determined at the time of additional
fee payment order, it is considered that seven inventions related to each technical feature to be described below are
included.

- Invention 1: invention in claims 1-11 and in claim 25
The invention in claims 2-11 has the common technical feature of providing a paper-made suppression member
including a protection portion at a position facing a protrusion of a printing cassette, and is thus classified as
invention 1.
The invention in claims 1 and 25 that does not have a special technical feature is classified as invention 1.

+ Invention 2: Invention in claim 12 and invention in claim 26
The invention in claims 12 and 26 has the common technical feature of having a coating portion on a storage box,
and is thus classified as invention 2.

- Invention 3: Invention in claim 13 and invention in claim 27
The invention in claims 13 and 27 has the common technical feature in which a storage box includes a fold-over
flap, and is thus classified as invention 3.

- Invention 4: invention in claims 14-21 and in claim 28
The invention in claims 14-21 and 28 has the common technical feature in which a storage box has perforations,
and is thus classified as invention 4.

- Invention 5: invention in claim 22
The invention in claim 22 has the technical feature in which a printing cassette has at least one recess, and a
storage box has at least one protrusion piece that is inserted into the recess, and is thus classified as invention 5.

- Invention 6: invention in claim 23
The invention in claim 23 has the technical feature of comprising a pressing portion that is formed by folding a
part of a storage box and presses a printing cassette to an inner surface of the storage box, and is thus classified as
invention 6.

- Invention 7: invention in claim 24
The invention in claim 24 has the technical feature of having an attachment member that includes a pressing
portion that presses a printing cassette to another inner surface opposed to a storage box by coming into contact with
the inner surface of the storage box, and thus is classified as invention 7.

In this way, the invention in claim 1 does not have a special technical feature, and inventions 1-7 have little
technical relevance to each other. The inventions 1-7 do not have a common special technical feature.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (July 2022)
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:  Claims 1-11 and 25 (invention 1), claim 12 and
26 (invention 2), claim 13 and 27 (invention 3), and claim 14-21 and 28 (invention 4).
(315,000 yen was paid for the 3 additional inventions as additional search fee, and thus inventions
2-4 were searched in addition to invention 1.)

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (July 2022)
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