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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Warrer P. GERBER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Des
Moines, in the county of Polk and State of
Towa, have invented a new and useful Gar-
ment-Button, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to garment-buttons
that are of light weight and hollow, of the
shanlkless type that is designed to be used on
the garments of women and children, more
especially on coats and covered with fabric,
the invention having reference more particu-
larly to a button having a plurality of parts
connected together.

An object of the invention is to provide

an improved button that shall be suitably

composed of parts-that may be manufae-
tured and furnished by factories to those
who may desire to supply the covering ma-
terial, as may be required by the garment
manufacturers. o L
Another object is to provide a button of
such construction as to be inexpensive,strong
and durable and permit of being conven-
iently completed by those who may be re-

quired to supply buttons having cloth covers .

corresponding to the cloth of the garments
on which the buttons are required.

With the above-mentioned and other ob-
jects in view, the invention consists in a
built-up garment button having novel fea-
tures of construction, more especially with
respect to means for locking the parts of the
button together, the invention consisting fur-
ther in the parts, and combinations and ar-
rangements of parts, as hereinafter particu-
larly described and further defined in the
accompanying claims.

Referring to the drawings,—Figure lisa.

side view of the improved button attached
to a fragment of fabric, as when in position
for use; Fig. 2 is a section of the improved
button on the line A A on Fig. 1; Fig. 3 1is
an inverted plan view of the button; Ifig. 4
is a fragmentary view reproducing a portion
of Fig. 2 on an enlarged scale; Fig. 5 is an
internal plan view of the front part of the
button; Kig. 6 is a section of the front part
of the button; Fig. 7 is a plan view of the
inner member of the back part of the but-
ton; Fig. 8 is an internal plan view of the
outer member of the back part of the but-
ton; Fig. 9 is a section on the line B B on

Fig. 8 but on a slightly smaller scale; and,
Iig. 10 is a perspective view of one of the
elements for locking the front and back
parts of the button together. ’
Similar reference characters on the differ-
ent figures of the drawings indicate corre-
sponding elements or features of construc-
tion herein referred to.
~In practically carrying out the objects of
the invention the buttons are made in vari-
ous sizes and shapes as may be fancied or
required, and they are designed to be fastened
or sewed to fabric 1 by means of thread 2.
Each button comprises an outer back member
or plate 8 composed of sheet metal, prefer-
ably very thin sheet steel, so as to be of light
weight, the member having an upturned
flange 4 thereon. The middle portion of
the plate or member has an eye 5 on its
normal. outer side, or the side opposite to
that which has the flange, the eye preferably
being formeéd integrally with the plate by
pressing out a portion of the metal by means
of a die so as to form a loop.
erably has a transversely convex inner face
6." One of the principal parts of the button
is provided with a single locking member
and the other principal part with a socket,
whereby the two principal parts are perma-
nently locked together. Preferably the back
part of the button is provided on its middle
portion with a socket which is suitably com-
posed of two spring arms 7 and 8 that are on
the normal inner sids of the back plate, or
that side which “has the flange, the arms
extending each toward the other and having
shoulders 9 and 10 on the inner portions
thereof, the shoulders facing toward the
back plate, guide fingers 11 and-12 being
formed on the end portions of the arms be-
yond the shoulders, the fingers extending
outwardly each from the other and having
concave inner faces 13 and 14, respectively.
The arms with the several portions thereof

are designed to act as two codperating clutch .

members, - Preferably the. arms are com-
posed of integral portions of the plate
stamped out and leaving slots 15 and 16 in
the back plate. Preferably the slots are
practically closed by means of an inner back
member 17 of disk-like form and preferably
composed of light weight material, such as
straw-board, box-board, or paper pulp com-
position. The inner member is pressed into
the flange 4 and has an aperture 18 in 1ts
middle portion to clear the socket arms and

The eye pref-
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permit the member to be
plate 8.

The front part of the button is composed
of thin metal and comprises-a main portion
19 which may be variously shaped for orna-
mental purposes, being
dome-shaped and having an approximatély
cylindrical portion 20 to loosely receive the
flange 4 of the back part. A lock bar 21 is
fixedly secured on the inner side of the mid-
dle of the main portion 19 and it has a ta-
pering head 22 on its end provided with a
shoulder 23 at the back of the head. A
fabric cover 24 is placed on the outer side

pressed. close to the

of the front part and is turned inward on

the inner side of the cylindrical portion 20
so as to form a lining 25 therein. _
The front parts may be supplied without
the covering and the garment manufacturer
may have the fronts covered with cloth har-
monizing with or identically like the cloth
~of which the garments are made that are
to be provided with the buttons. After the
front is covered the two parts are pressed
together, the flange 4 of the back part being
forced tightly into the lining.25 and tending
to draw the c¢over tightly over the front
part. When the back part is brought to the
front part the head 22 enters between the
fingers 11 and 12 and forces them apart
while passing, until the shoulder 28 passes
by the fingers and becomes engaged by the

. shoulders 9 and 10 of the elastic clutch

35

ed from separating when in use. -
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arms whereby the locking bar is perma-
nently secured against withdrawal, There-
fore the front and.the back parts of the but~
ton are firmly locked. together and prevent-

-The improved buttons are used for a va-
riety of purposes, -either to be inserted
through button-holes for connecting por-
tions of garments together or for decorative
purposes, and in suitable sizes are suitable

for upholstering purposes.

Having thus .described the invention,

what is claimed ‘as new is—

1. A button comprising a front part and

- a back part formed of sheet metal and con-
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nécted together, one of the parts having a-

socket formed of portions of the metal
pressed inward from the plane thereof, the
interior of the socket having a shoulder fac-
-ing toward the plane of the part, a locking

" bar fixed on the other one of the parts and

having a head thereon engaging the shoulder
of the socket, and an eye fixed on the outer

~ side of the back part.

approximately-

1,160,591

2. A button ‘comprisinga front part, a
locking bar fixed on the middle of the inner

-side of the front part and having a head

thereon, a back part connected to the front
part, & clutch connected to the middle of the

60

mner side of thé back part and engaging the -

“head of the locking bar, an eye fixed on the

outer side:of the back part, and an inner

back member on the inner side of the back

part. , v

3. A button comprising a back part nav-
ing two-elastic arms adjacently arranged on
the middle portion thereof, each arm having
a shoulder on its inner side facing toward
the back part and having also a guide finger
extending outwardly from the shoulder, the

nner face of the finger being, concave, and

a front part connected to the back part and
having a locking bar on the inner side of its
middle portion, the bar having a tapered
head for engaging and spreading the fin-
gers, the head having a shoulder engaged by
the shoulders of the arms.

4. In a garment button, a back part ¢om-
prising a plate, an inner member on the
plate having a central aperture, and two
elastic arms connected to the back plate and
extending through the aperture, each arm
having a clutch device thereon, in combina-
tion with a front part covering the ‘inner
member and. the arms, and a locking bar
secured to-the front part and engaged by
the cluteh devices. R

5. In a garment button, the combination
with a front part, a back pait inserted par-
tially into the front part, and an inner back
member on the inner side of the -back part,
of an eye on the outer side of the back part
formed. of a portion of the metal of the part
pressed out, two arms on the inner side of
the back part formed of portions of the
metal pressed up and leaving openings in
the back part that are covered by said inner
back member, the arms extending through
said back member and having each a clutch
device thereon, and a locking bar fixed on
the middle of the inner side of the front
part_and extending between said arms, the
bar having a head thereon engaged by said
clutch devices. ,

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

- WALTER PERRY GERBER.

Witnesses: - '

J. J. Ruvane,
Joun Hyarr,

" Oopies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "‘ﬁdx‘riniissibﬁef of Patents,
) Washington, D. ¢.”

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105 -



