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To all whom it may concern: .
Beitknown that I, FrREpERICK L. (. STRAU-
BEL, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Greenbay, in the county of Brown and
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and

useful Vertical-Filing Drawer, of which the

following is a specification.
My invention relates to an improvement in
a filing-drawer into which. letters, bills, and
other papers are to be filed vertically, and
commonly between indexed guide-cards.
The object of my improvement is to pro-

-vide a spring-follower which can be adjusted

from the rear according to the volame of the
contents filed, and a hinged front with suitable
connecting mechanism to cause areciprocating
action upon the adjustable spring-follower,
thereby enabling more convenient manipula-
tion of the contents filed. Iattain thisobject
by the mechanism illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which— _

Figure 1isa vertical section of the drawer,
exposing the left-hand inner side with par-
allel bar and a section of the spring-follower.
Fig. 2isatop view of a section of the drawer
and adjustable spring-follower, showing its
connections with the parallel bar. Tig. 3 is
a perspective view of the drawer.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

The hinged front A, sides B B, back C, and
bottom D constitute the framework of the
drawer. The base E, slides T T, clutch G,
wing I, spring and hinge H, and lever J, the
latter two also being used on the opposite side
of the drawer, constitute the parts of the ad-
justable spring-follower. With a similar ar-
rangement on both sides of the drawer the
connecting-rod R, oscillating lever P, oscil-
lating bars N N, and parallel bars M consti-
tute the mechanism between the hinged front
and the adjustable spring-follower by which
the latter is caused to be thrown back when
the front is drawn forward, as shown by the
dotted lines in Fig. 1. .

As shown in Fig. 1, the drawer-front A is
hinged at its lower part, as at O, and the con-
necting-rods R pivotally secured thereto on
opposite sides, as at S, and the other ends of
said rods pivotally secured to the upper ex-
tensions of the oscillating levers P, the latter
being centrally and pivotally secured to the
sides of the drawer, as are also the oscillating
bars N N at their upper ends. The lower ex-

tensions of the oscillating levers I and the os-
cillating bars N N are pivotally secured to the

| by the dotted lines in Fig. 1.

parallel ‘bars M in line with and the same dis-
tance apart as the pivots of same that secure
them to the sides of the drawer, the completed
arrangement properly adjusted on each side
of the drawer causing a downward parallel
movement of the parallel bars M when the
hinged front A is drawn outward, as shown
As shown by
thedrawings, the openspace left in the drawer-
bottom in the center has the rod F running
through it secured to the drawer front and
back. By means of the slides T T the fol-
lower-base E is secured to the bottom of the
drawer so that it will slide backward and for-
ward, the slides T T keeping said base squarely
across the bottom and also preventing it from
tipping backward when the pressure it is sup-
posed to withstand from above is applied.

The clutch G can be one of various forms
of construction and should be made to grip
or clutch the rod F, whereby the base E is
prevented frombeing forced back except when
released by said: clautch, and it should also
serve as a means for said base, with wing I,
being set and held at any point upon said rod
from the rear against the contents filed in the
drawer.

The upper part or wing I of the follower
is secured to the base E by suitable spring-
hinges H or hinges and spring with the ten-
sion of same adjusted to throw the wing I
forward. At or near the hinges of the wing
I the levers J are secured, which have at
their projecting end sthe roller-bearings K,
projecting under the parallel bars M.

As shown by the full lines in Fig. 1, with
the hinged front A placed in an upright post-
tion, the parallel bars M and connections prop-
erly adjusted, and the projecting levers J at
proper angles from the wing 1, the latter will
also assume an upright position, and the extra
pressure of the springs.communicated to the
parallel bars M from below by the levers J
and roller-bearings X will cause an inward
drawing strain upon the hinged front A suffi-
ciently to hold it up firmly and to withstand
the pressure of the contents against it from
within. As shown by the dotted lines in Fig.
1, the drawing outward of the hinged front A
will change the oscillating levers P and oscil-
lating bars N N to take a vertical position,
thereby removing the inward drawing strain
referred to from the hinged front, the par-
allel bars M will be forced down to the low-
est point, bearing with them the roller-bear-
ings K of the projecting levers J, thereby

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

9o

95

I00

105

110




IO

L5

20

2]

changing the position of the wing I to lean
backward to allow the contents filed between
the hinged front and adjustable follower to
separate in V shape for convenient manipu-
Iation. Returning the hinged front to an up-

right position will allow the wing I of the ad- | )
- with slides engaged within the open space of

justable follower to assume its original posi-
tion, thereby closing the gap in the contents
filed. With the proper adjustment of the
follower by the clutch G against the contents
from the rear the latter will be held verti-
cally under sufficient pressure between the
front and follower tending to flattening the
usual creases and folds in mail or other filing
matter. The action of the parallel bars M
upon the roller-bearings K of the projecting
levers J being the same from front to rear

will permit of any desirable adjustment of

the follower without change in the recipro-
cating action of the wing I with the hinged

~ front A.
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1 am aware that prior to my invention ver-
tical-filing drawers have been in use with
hinged fronts and reciprocating spring-fol-
{)owers. 1 therefore do not claim this breadly;

ut

What I do claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Inavertical-filingdrawer a drawer-front
hinged at its lower part, parallel bars attached
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to said drawer-front by connecting rods and
levers and to the innersides of the drawer by
oscillating bars, said combination operating
the projecting arms attached to a spring-fol-
lower substantially as set forth and described.

2. Inavertical-filing drawera follower-base

the drawer-bottom and projecting forward to
prevent said base from tipping backward, a
suitable clutch by which said base may be
placed to hold at any point within the open
space of the drawer-bottom, mounted on or
connected to said basé by suitable spring-
hinges, with a tension to force it forward, the
wing 1 with projecting arms or levers having
roller-bearings and operated by the parallel
bars for the purpose shown and described.

3. In a vertical-filing drawer the combina-

tion of a hinged drawer-front in connection

with parallel bars which by oscillating bars
and levers are pivotally secured to the inner
sides of the drawer, and an adjustable sliding

follower-base having a spring-hinged wing

with projecting arms or levers engaging said
parallel bars substantially as and for the pur-
pose shown and deseribed. :
FREDERICK L. G. STRAUBEL.
Witnesses:
Joun B. LEFEBVRE,
E. B. WoOLFORD.
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