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The present invention relates to a novel electric
receptacle having self-container fuses.

Generally, the invention comprises a housing
having a plurality of outlet branches therein and
a fuse also mounted in said housing, the housing
being provided with a plug connection for the reg-
ular conventional housing outlet. The fuse uti-
lized in the housing is connected by proper elec-
trical wiring within the housing and is prefer-
ably formed of a higher resistance than the fuse
utilized in the regular line supplying the current
to the house.

According to this invention, an additional fuse

-may be carried in the housing without being in
circuit with the electrical wiring contained in the
housing and may be utilized as a spare or replace-
ment fuse in the event that the first mentioned
fuse is burned out.

It is an object of the invention to provide a de-
vice which will make unnecessary the changing of
fuses of the ordinary type which are convention-
ally located in cellars or other out of the way
places.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a device as above described wherein a
pair of fuses are mounted in the housing and each
provided with electrical connections but where
means is provided for normalty keeping one of the
fuses out of contact.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision, in a device of this kind, of means for car-
rying additional fuses.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a device of the character described which
will be easy to manufacture, simple yet efficient
in its operation.

For further comprehension of the invention,
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer-
ence will be had to the following description and
accompanying drawing, and to the appended
claim in which the various novel features of the
invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawing forming a ma-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the receptacle
constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention.

Pig. 2is a plan view of Fig, 1.

Fig. 3 is a rear elevational view of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on the
line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a schematic wiring diagram of the re-
ceptacle constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention.

Referring more particularly to the drawing,

10

15

25

30

35

40

45

50

(CL 200—115.5)

2

there is disclosed therein a housing 10 formed of
insulating material, the housing having a plu-
rality of pairs of outlet branches 11 and a pair of
plug connections 12. A pair of fuses 13 and 24,
preferably of a resistance slightly greater than
that of the fuse ordinarily utilized with the line
current, are mounted in the outer face of the
housing 10 adjacent each end thereof. The
branch outlets [ | are adapted to receive standard,
conventional, inlet plugs for the operation of
household appliances, such as lamps and similar
devices.

The fuse 24’ is formed with a shoulder 24® and
has a shell contact 24 and a base contact 24c,

The fuse 24’ is threaded into a socket 30
mounted in the body 10 and the socket 30 is pro-
vided with a shell contact 302 and a base contact
300,  The shell contacts 24 and 30% are in con-
tact, and releasable means is provided for holding
the base contact 24¢ of the fuse 24’ out of contact
with the base contact 30 of the socket 30,

The releasable means comprises an L-shaped
detent 26, having an arm on the top face of the
body 10 and beneath the shoulder 242 of the fuse
24’ preventing the fuse from being completely
serewed into the socket 308. 'The other arm of the
L-shaped detent is formed with an enlarged knob
265 releasably engaged beneath the free end of
spring 27 secured to the side of the body 10. The
L -shaped detent 26 may be moved laterally, to the
position shown at 26’ in Fig. 1, to disengage its
depending arm from beneath the spring 27, and to
disengage its top arm from beneath the shoulder
24» of the fuse 24’, freeing the fuse 24’ whereby
it may be screwed completely into the base contact
24c with the base contact 30P of the socket 30.

As shown in the wiring diagram, Fig. 5, the fuse
18 is normally in contact with the circuit includ-
ing the branch ouflets; however, when fuse 13 is
blown, the detent 26 is moved to the dot and dash
position 26’ (see Fig. 1), freeing the fuse 24’ to
be screwed entirely into the socket 30 to complete
the circuit to the branch outlets (1.

‘While I have illustrated and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be
understood that I do not limit myself to the pre-
cise construction herein disclosed and the right
is reserved to all changes and modifications com-
ing within the scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:

A device of the character described comprising
a housing, a plurality of outlet branches mounted




2,454,024

3

in the housing, a screw-type fuse mounted in the
housing, a plug connection mounted in the hous-
ing and electrical wiring interconnecting the plug,
fuse and outlet branches, a duplicate screw-type
fuse having a flanged outer end, said fuse being
mounted in the housing, means for normsally hold-
ing the duplicate fuse out of contact with the
electrical wiring and means for cutting said du-
plicate fuse into contact with the electrical wiring,
said means comprising wiring adapted to connect
both fuses and a resilient member secured to said
housing, said resilient member having a free end
portion spaced from said housing, an elongated
element having a pair of ends, one of said ends
being normally releasably secured between said
free end of said resilient member and said hous-
ing, the other of said ends being releasably se-
cured between sald flange and sald housing.
PETER ALEMAGHIDES,
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