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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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Specification of Letters Patent.
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To all whom it Mmay concerm:

Be it known that I, Ervzest VaN ETTEN, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at No.
9 (Gate street, Poughkeepsie, New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Scaffold-Platforms, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
scaffold-platforms; and the objects of the in-
vention are to provide a simple, durable, and
efficient platform composed of a plurality of
sections which may be made of varying
lengths and readily assembled to provide any
aggregate length desired and which may be
as readily disconnected and piled in compact
form when not in use. .

With these and other objects in view the
invention comprises the various details of con-
struction and arrangement of parts hereinaf-
ter described, and particularly set forth in the
appended claim.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a platform con-
sisting of two sections. Fig. 2 is a cross-sec-
tion. Fig. 3isanenlarged detailed plan view
of one of the side members. Fig. 4 is a side
elevation of Fig. 83, and Fig. 5 is a bottom
view of Fig. 4.

Referring by reference characters to the
drawings, the ordinals 6 and 6" designate two
sections, which, it will be understood, are rep-
resentative of any number of sections and of
any desired length, two being shown for con-
venience of illustration. These sections are
each composed of two side members 7, of
spruce or like planking, which are connected
by cross-bars 8, upon which rest the plat-
form-boards9,of which four are shown for con-
venience. Attached tothe bottom of each side
bar 7 of one of the sections—as, for instance,
6*—is a strap iron or steel member 10, which
is securely held in place by bolts 11. The
connection may be additionally strengthened
by having integral side plates 10* extended
up on each side of the bar 7 and secured by
cross-bolts10°. Atits forwardend each strap-
iron 10 is furnished with a hook 12, which
hooks into an eye on the slightly downwardly-
bent end 18* of a corresponding strap iron or
steel member 13, secured in a similar man-
ner to the under side of the abutting side bar
7 of the next section. I prefer to make the

abutting ends of the side bars of the shape

shown in Fig. 4, in which the joint curves up-
wardly and to the right from the hoolked con-
nection to a point slightly above the center
of the cross-bar and then extends vertically
upward, as indicated by the joint lines 14 and
15. Upon the top of each right-hand side bar
is secured a strap iron or steel member 16, it
preferably being held by the same bolts 11
which secured the bottom strap-iron, and the
outer end of this strap-iron is pivotally con-
nected thereto by a suitable hinge 17 and
strap-iron member 18, designed to lie upon
the top of the abutting side bar of the next
section. The bolts 11* and 11° of the abut-
ting side bar have their nuts countersunk in
the side bar, as shown at 11° and 11 so as to
permit the member 18 to be folded down flat
upon the top of the side bar and the ends of
the bolts to pass through openings in the
member 18. One or both of the bolts may
be provided with thumb-screws 19, as shown,
by which the hinged strap members may be
securely clamped in place.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that I provide an extremely simple form
of scaffold-platform, which may be construct-
ed in various lengths at & minimum cost and
the sections of which may be readily assem-
bled to provide any desired aggregate length
of scaffold and as readily disconnected when
desired. v

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—-

A scaffold-platform formed of sections, one
of said sections having strap-irons secured to
the under side thereof, provided with hooks
and the other section having corresponding
strap-irons provided with eyes to receive said
hooks, bolts passing through the strap-iron
and the section and extending above the sur-
face of said section, the bolt-holes in said sec-
tion being countersunk to receive the nuts on
said bolts, the first-named section having
strap-irons secured to its upper side, hinged
members on said strap-irons adapted to en-
gage said bolts on the last-named section and
nuts engaging said bolts above said hinged
members, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

ERNEST VAN ETTEN.

Witnesses:

Jurius DARMSTATTER,
Hexry KRIEGER.
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