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(57) ABSTRACT 

A platform for use with a temporary or auxiliary brake in a 
vehicle. An upper portion of the platform has a raised wall 
and Stabilization flanges. The temporary or auxiliary brake is 
mounted on the raised wall. The raised wall is spaced from 
a floorboard of the vehicle. The stabilization flanges engage 
the floorboard to stabilize the upper portion. An extension 
plate, joined with a specialized and flexible weld, extends 
from the upper portion to provide increased stabilization of 
the platform and maintain the platform and the temporary or 
auxiliary brake in position on the floorboard of the vehicle, 
allowing the platform to fit virtually any year, make, or 
model of vehicle. The use of the platform and the temporary 
or auxiliary brake does not require drilling or deformation of 
the vehicle. 

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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TEMPORARY PLATFORMBRAKE FOR A 
VEHICLE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to dual operating system for con 
trolling the braking system of a vehicle. More particularly, 
the invention is directed to a platform for use with a 
temporary or auxiliary brake and a temporary or auxiliary 
platform brake which does not require drilling for securing 
to a vehicle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Various systems are known for dual operation of func 
tional systems such as braking systems, acceleration sys 
tems, clutching systems and so forth. One particular appli 
cation of dual operator systems is for the control of braking 
systems in educational driving vehicles in which a passen 
ger-teacher instructs a driver-student to drive, and in which, 
for safety’s sake, provision is made for overriding the 
driver-student operation of the braking system in order to 
prevent accidents. 

Sometimes students will panic and freeze on the brake, 
and the instructor may have a try to insert his foot on his 
auxiliary brake pedal to try to reverse the braking operation. 
This is awkward and time consuming and thus dangerous. 

Dual braking mechanisms for motor vehicles are known 
in which a braking apparatus or braking pedal in a vehicle 
can be operated selectively by a student or instructor, or by 
a driver or his passenger. These systems can be operated by 
use of an intermediate rod, a hydraulic system, a flexible 
cable or other means. 

However, when an auxiliary braking pedal is provided on 
the passenger side, the auxiliary braking pedal must be 
secured to vehicle by means of drilling the dashboard or 
floorboard, thereby damaging the vehicle. Consequently, the 
auxiliary braking pedal cannot be easily moved between 
vehicles. In addition, the mounting of the auxiliary braking 
pedal causes holes or the like remain after the auxiliary 
braking pedal has been removed. Further, economic loss 
occurs to the automobile owner (whether that entity be a 
dealer or private person) from directing labor and time to 
such effort and from the state and value of the vehicle, after 
Such damage. 

It would, therefore, be beneficial to provide an auxiliary 
braking pedal which does not need to be mounted to the 
vehicle, allowing for the previously nonexistent mobility of 
the auxiliary braking pedal between vehicles, as well. It 
would also be beneficial to provide an auxiliary braking 
pedal which does not cause economic loss occurs to the 
automobile owner from directing labor and time to mounting 
and unmounting the auxiliary brake and from the diminished 
state and value of the vehicle after the auxiliary braking 
pedal has been used. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object is to provide an auxiliary or temporary braking 
pedal which is not mounted to the vehicle and which does 
not cause damage to the vehicle. 
An object is to provide an auxiliary or temporary braking 

system that may be placed into a vehicle without drilling and 
bolting to the passenger-side floorboard. 
An object is to provide an auxiliary or temporary braking 

pedal which is mobile and can be moved between vehicles. 
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2 
An object to use the sloped and flat floorboard on the 

passenger-side of a vehicle to support an auxiliary or tem 
porary braking pedal. 
An embodiment is directed to a platform for use with a 

temporary or auxiliary brake in a vehicle. The platform 
includes a raised wall and stabilization flanges. The raised 
wall, on which the temporary or auxiliary brake is mounted, 
is spaced from a floorboard of the vehicle. The stabilization 
flanges extend essentially perpendicular to the raised wall. 
Wherein the use of the platform and the temporary or 
auxiliary brake does not require drilling or deformation of 
the vehicle. 
An embodiment is directed to a platform for use with a 

temporary or auxiliary brake in a vehicle. An upper portion 
of the platform has a raised wall and stabilization flanges. 
The temporary or auxiliary brake is mounted on the raised 
wall. The raised wall is spaced from a floorboard of the 
vehicle. The stabilization flanges engage the floorboard to 
stabilize the upper portion. An extension plate extends from 
the upper portion to provide increased stabilization of the 
platform and maintain the platform and the temporary or 
auxiliary brake in position on the floorboard of the vehicle. 
An embodiment is directed to a platform for use with a 

temporary or auxiliary brake in a vehicle which has an 
extension plate which extends from the upper portion to 
provide increased Stabilization of the platform and maintain 
the platform and the temporary or auxiliary brake in position 
on the floorboard of the vehicle. The extension plate extends 
forward from the raised upper portion (to which the brake is 
bolted) is attached to the raised upper portion with a special 
weld or fillet weld which may be adjusted, withoutbreak 
ing the weld, to fit virtually any year, make, or model of 
vehicle. The use of the platform and the temporary or 
auxiliary brake does not require drilling or deformation of 
the vehicle. 
An embodiment is directed to a temporary or auxiliary 

platform brake which is connected to a brake pedal of a 
vehicle. The platform includes a temporary or auxiliary 
brake, an upper portion and an extension plate. The upper 
portion has a raised wall on which the temporary or auxiliary 
brake is mounted. The raised wall is spaced from a floor 
board of the vehicle. The extension plate extends from the 
upper portion to provide increased Stabilization of the plat 
form and maintain the platform and the temporary or aux 
iliary brake in position on the floorboard of the vehicle. The 
use of the platform and the temporary or auxiliary brake 
does not require drilling or deformation of the vehicle. 

Other features and advantages of the present invention 
will be apparent from the following more detailed descrip 
tion of the preferred embodiment, taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings which illustrate, by way of 
example, the principles of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary temporary 
brake mounted on an illustrative platform according to the 
present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the platform of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the platform of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a side view of the platform of FIG. 2. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The description of illustrative embodiments according to 
principles of the present invention is intended to be read in 
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connection with the accompanying drawings, which are to 
be considered part of the entire written description. In the 
description of embodiments of the invention disclosed 
herein, any reference to direction or orientation is merely 
intended for convenience of description and is not intended 
in any way to limit the scope of the present invention. 
Relative terms such as “lower,” “upper,” “horizontal,” “ver 
tical,” “above,” “below,” “up,” “down,” “top” and “bottom’ 
as well as derivative thereof (e.g., “horizontally,” “down 
wardly,” “upwardly, etc.) should be construed to refer to the 
orientation as then described or as shown in the drawing 
under discussion. These relative terms are for convenience 
of description only and do not require that the apparatus be 
constructed or operated in a particular orientation unless 
explicitly indicated as such. Terms such as “attached.” 
“affixed,” “connected,” “coupled,” “interconnected,” and 
similar refer to a relationship wherein structures are secured 
or attached to one another either directly or indirectly 
through intervening structures, as well as both movable or 
rigid attachments or relationships, unless expressly 
described otherwise. Moreover, the features and benefits of 
the invention are illustrated by reference to the preferred 
embodiments. Accordingly, the invention expressly should 
not be limited to such preferred embodiments illustrating 
Some possible non-limiting combination of features that may 
exist alone or in other combinations of features, the scope of 
the invention being defined by the claims appended hereto. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a temporary or auxiliary brake 10 
mounted on a platform 20 is shown. The temporary or 
auxiliary brake 10 allows for a dual operator system for the 
control of the braking of a vehicle. Such temporary or 
auxiliary brakes 10 are beneficial in various applications, 
including, but not limited to, educational driving vehicles in 
which a passenger-teacher instructs a driver-student to drive, 
and in which, for safety’s sake, provision is made for 
overriding the driver-student operation of the braking sys 
tem in order to prevent accidents. 

In the illustrative embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the 
temporary or auxiliary brake 10 is connected to the brake 
pedal (not shown) of the vehicle by a flexible cable. The 
cable is actuated through pulleys that run through the 
temporary or auxiliary brake 10 on the passenger-side of the 
vehicle as the instructor “pushes' down, and towards a 
firewall or floorboard 12 of the vehicle. This action produces 
a simultaneous "pull action as the same cable, run through 
pulleys on the driver-side, “pulls' the driver-side brake back, 
thereby slowing or stopping the vehicle as needed for safety. 
Although the temporary or auxiliary brake 10 is shown with 
a cable, other types of connections between the temporary or 
auxiliary brake 10 and the brake pedal of the vehicle are 
known in the industry and can be used with departing from 
the scope of the invention. 
As best shown in FIGS. 2 through 4, platform 20 includes 

a raised or top wall 22 with sidewalls 24, 26, 28, 30 
extending therefrom. The sidewalls 24, 26, 28, 30 extend 
perpendicular or approximately perpendicular to the raised 
or top wall 22. The raised or top wall 22 has one or more 
mounting openings 32 which extend therethrough. The 
mounting openings 32 are provided to accept mounting 
hardware 14, such as, but not limited to, bolts or screws. The 
mounting hardware 14 is used to securely mount the tem 
porary or auxiliary brake 10 to the raised or top wall 22 of 
the platform 20. 

Wings or stabilization flanges 34 extend from the side 
walls 24, 28. The stabilization flanges 34 extend from the 
ends of the sidewalls 24, 28 which are removed from the 
raised or top wall 22. The stabilization flanges 34 extend 
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4 
perpendicular or approximately perpendicular to the side 
walls 24, 28 and parallel or essentially parallel to the raised 
or top wall 22. The stabilization flanges 34 are configured to 
provide cooperate with the floorboard 12 of the vehicle, as 
will be more fully described. 

In the illustrative embodiment shown, the raised or top 
wall 22, sidewalls 24, 26, 28.30 and the stabilization flanges 
34 are formed from one piece of material having the 
appropriate strength characteristics required. The raised or 
top wall 22, sidewalls 24, 26, 28, 30 and the stabilization 
flanges 34 form a brake mounting portion 40 of the platform 
20. Such material may be, but is not limited to, A-32 gauge 
steel. However, other construction of the raised or top wall 
22, sidewalls 24, 26, 28, 30 and the stabilization flanges 34 
may be used. For example, separate pieces may be used for 
the raised or top wall 22, sidewalls 24, 26, 28, 30 and the 
stabilization flanges 34, with the separate pieces being 
welded together. 

Also in the illustrative embodiment shown, the raised or 
top wall 22 is 10 inches long and 7.5 inches wide. The 
sidewalls are of equal height H of approximately two inches 
and the stabilization flanges 34 are approximately one inch 
in length L. However, other dimensions can be used without 
departing from the scope of the invention. 
An extension plate 36 extends from the sidewall 30. In the 

embodiment shown, the extension plate 36 is attached to the 
sidewall 30 by fillet welding, which is known in the industry. 
Other methods of attaching the extension plate 36 may be 
used without departing from the scope of the invention. 

In the embodiment shown, the extension plate 36 is made 
from material having the appropriate strength characteristics 
required. Such material may be, but is not limited to, A-32 
gauge steel. The material of the extension plate 36 may be 
the same or may be different from the material used for the 
raised or top wall 22. In the illustrative embodiment shown, 
the extension plate 36 is ten inches long and six inches wide. 
However, other dimensions can be used without departing 
from the scope of the invention. A non-skid surface 38 may 
be applied to the extension plate 36 to prevent the user's foot 
from slipping during use. The non-skid Surface 38 may be, 
but is not limited to, a non-skid tape. The non-skid surface 
38 may also be placed on the bottom of the extension plate 
36 to provide greater stability. 
The extension plate 36 is attached to the sidewall 30 at an 

angle. The angle approximates the angle provided in the 
floorboard of the vehicle into which the platform 20 is to be 
used. While the particular angle of the floorboards may vary 
depending upon the model of vehicle, most vehicles have an 
angle of between 25 and 50 degrees between the portions of 
the floorboards. Therefore, an angle of 30-35% between the 
sidewall 30 and the extension plate 36 is sufficient to allow 
the platform 20 to be properly positioned in most vehicles. 
As the extension plate 36 is attached to the sidewall 30 by 
means of a fillet weld the angle of the extension plate 36 
relative to the sidewall 30 may be adjusted, withoutbreaking 
the weld, to fit virtually any year, make, or model of vehicle. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, the platform 20 with the 
temporary or auxiliary brake 10 mounted thereon is posi 
tioned in the passenger compartment of the vehicle. The 
brake mounting portion 40 of the platform 20 is positioned 
on a sloped portion 16 of the floorboard 12. In this position, 
sidewalls 24, 26, 28, 30 and the stabilization flanges 34 
engage the sloped portion 16 of the floorboards 12 to 
stabilize the platform 10 relative to the sloped portion 16. 
The raised or top wall 22 is elevated from the sloped portion 
16, thereby allowing the mounting hardware 14 to extend 
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through the raised or top wall 22 without engaging the 
sloped portion 16 of the floorboard 12. 
The extension plate 36 is positioned on the flat portion 18 

of the floorboard 12. The positioning of the extension plate 
36 on the flat portion 18 provides increased stabilization of 5 
the platform 20. In addition, the frictional cooperation of the 
extension plate 36 with the flat portion 18 helps to ensure 
that the platform will be maintained in proper position 
relative to the floorboard 12 without the need to physically 
and permanently mount the platform 20 or the temporary or 
auxiliary brake 10 to the floorboard 12 of the vehicle. The 
extension plate 36 provides a type of cantilevering action 
which compliments and balances the upper portion 40 to 
hold the platform 20, including both the upper portion 40 
and the extension plate 36 in place. 
The platform 20 is configured to allow the upper portion 

40 of the platform 20, to which the temporary or auxiliary 
brake 10 is mounted or bolted, to be tilted and placed on the 
inclined or sloped portion 16 of the floorboard 10. In 
addition, the upper portion 40 conforms to most every 
configuration of floorboards used in driver training vehicles 
and the like. 
The extension plate 36 can be manipulated in the field to 

conform to or fit model specific vehicle floorboards 12. This 
allows the upper portion 40 of the platform 20 and the 
temporary or auxiliary brake 10 to be placed and maintained 
in proper position during all types of braking conditions, i.e. 
subtle, firm and emergency braking, initiated by the driver 
education instructor or the like during on-road driving 
lessons. 

The use of the platform 20 allows the temporary or 
auxiliary brake 10 to be used without mounting the platform 
20 or the temporary or auxiliary brake 10 to the floorboard 
12 or any portion of the vehicle. This allows the platform 20 
and the temporary or auxiliary brake 10 to be portable, 
permitting the platform 20 and the temporary or auxiliary 
brake 10 to be moved from vehicle to vehicle. In addition, 
as the platform 20 and the temporary or auxiliary brake 10 
can be easily removed, servicing of the unit is facilitated. 
As the use of the platform 20 and the temporary or 

auxiliary brake 10 does not require drilling or deformation 
of the vehicle, the value of the vehicle is not reduced by the 
use of the platform 20 and the temporary or auxiliary brake 
10. 

While the invention has been described with reference to 
a preferred embodiment, it will be understood by those 
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and 
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without 
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6 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the accompanying claims. In particular, it will be 
clear to those skilled in the art that the present invention may 
be embodied in other specific forms, structures, arrange 
ments, proportions, sizes, and with other elements, materials 
and components, without departing from the spirit or essen 
tial characteristics thereof. One skilled in the art will appre 
ciate that the invention may be used with many modifica 
tions of structure, arrangement, proportions, sizes, materials 
and components and otherwise used in the practice of the 
invention, which are particularly adapted to specific envi 
ronments and operative requirements without departing 
from the principles of the present invention. The presently 
disclosed embodiments are therefore to be considered in all 
respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the scope of the 
invention being defined by the appended claims, and not 
limited to the foregoing description or embodiments. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A platform for use with a temporary or auxiliary brake 

in a vehicle, the platform comprising: 
a raised wall on which the temporary or auxiliary brake is 

mounted, the raised wall being spaced from a floor 
board of the vehicle by sidewalls; 

stabilization flanges extending from the sidewalls; 
an extension plate extends from and is welded to a 

respective sidewall to provide increased stabilization of 
the platform and maintain the platform and the tempo 
rary or auxiliary brake in position on the floorboard of 
the vehicle 

wherein the positioning of the platform and the temporary 
or auxiliary brake in the vehicle does not require 
drilling or deformation of the vehicle. 

2. The platform as recited in claim 1, wherein the side 
walls extend perpendicular from the raised wall. 

3. The platform as recited in claim 2, wherein the stabi 
lization flanges extend perpendicular to respective opposed 
sidewalls. 

4. The platform as recited in claim 1, wherein the raised 
wall has mounting openings for receiving mounting hard 
ware of the temporary or auxiliary brake. 

5. The platform as recited in claim 1, wherein the exten 
Sion plate extends from the sidewall at an angle of greater 
than 90 degrees and less than 180 degrees. 

6. The platform as recited in claim 1, wherein the exten 
Sion plate has a non-skid surface. 

7. The platform as recited in claim 6, wherein the non-skid 
Surface is a non-skid tape. 


