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To all whvon, it may concern: breaking of the quarter, as would be the case 
Be it known that I, JOHN C. DAGGETT, of if the counter at its top bore directly against 

Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu 
Setts, have invented an Improvement in 
Shoes, of which the following description, in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, 
is a specification, like letters and figures on 
the drawings representing like parts. 
This invention has for its object to improve 

that class of shoe designated as “seamless 
Quarter, my improvements enabling me to 
give to that class of shoe a properly-shaped 
Spring and yet obviate the cracking and 
breaking through of the quarter above the 
top of the usual counter. 

Prior to my invention it has been custom 
ary to cut an irregular slit in the top part of 
the quarter at one side of the point where 
the usual heel-seam of the two-part quarter 
shoes falls, and a gore-piece has been inserted 
in the space left by expanding the top of the 
quarter, and S0, also, it has been customary 
to cut into the quarter from its top an invert 
ed-V-shaped slit, leaving a central tongue ex 
tending upwardly toward but not to the edge 
of the top, and this top having been expand 
ed OutWardly a breeches-shaped gusset in 
One piece with two legs has been stitched into 
the top, the tongue on the top filling the space 
between the legs of the gusset. In this class 
of shoe it has been found difficult to always 
get the desired spring for the top, and so, 
also, difficulty is experienced in the horizon 
tal cracking of the quarter just above the top 
of the counter and between the said top and 
the lower end of the gore or gusset referred 
to. In my experiments to improve this class 
of shoe to gain greater spring, much desired 
for comfort to the leg, and also to obviate the 
cracking I have devised a gusset composed 
of two pieces having concaved edges such 
that when they are stitched together they es 
tablish the spring for the top. I cut in from 
the top edge of the seamless quarter two sub 
stantially parallel slits, leaving a narrow cen 
tral tongue extended up to the edge of the 
top to constitute a stay on the outside and as 
Well a covering for the outturned seam made 
by uniting the two pieces of the gusset, as 
above stated. This gusset is left with its 
ends long enough to envelop the top or upper 
edge of the counter, thus preventing the 

the quarter, and, further, which is of greatim 
portance, the lower end of the gusset inter 
posed between the counter and quarter con 
stitutes an effective and valuable inside stay. 

Figure 1 shows a quarter-blank slitted. Fig. 
2 shows the gusset folded, one piece on the 
other, and stitched together. Fig. 3 shows 
the gusset Stitched in place after expanding 
the top, said figure showing by dotted lines 
the usual counter and the outline of the gus 
Set. Fig. 4 is a section in the line ac, and Fig. 
5 is a section in the line ac' ac'. 
In my improved shoe, inasmuch as the Vamp 

and Soles may be of any usual construction, 
material, and shape I have considered it un 
necessary to show them. 
The quarter A (shown best in Fig. 1) is 

and may be of any usual shape, it being seam 
less. The quarter is slitted at a, so as to leave 
a central staying-tongue a? extended substan 
tially to the upper edge of the top. I then 
take two gore-shaped pieces b b, cut their in 
ner edges at a suitable curve to afford the 
desired spring for the top of the shoe, the 
greater the variation in the width of the 
pieces from end to end the greater the spring, 
and I then stitch the edges of the pieces b to 
gether at b, thus forming a gusset, which is 
then inserted into the back of the top of the 
shoe, with the edges of the gusset next the 
seam lo' turned outwardly, and thereafter the 
side edges of the gusset are stitched to the 
top by Stitches, as at 22, and the tongue C is 
stitched down upon the gusset in the lines 3 
3 by Suitable Stitches, the said tongue thus 
overlapping the outturned but closed inner 
edges of the gusSet, thus concealing the out 
turned sealm and forming an outside stay. 
This guSSet as I prefer to make it and as I 
have shown it made herein is of sufficient 
length to overlap the upper edge of the usual 
counter c, and by coming in between the 
counter and quarter the said gusset becomes 
not only an effective inside stay, but it also 
prevents the counter by its action on the 
quarter from cracking or breaking the same 
through. Usually the overlapping lower ends 
of the pieces b b, constituting the gusset, are 
chamfered or skived to avoid a bunch. 

Prior to my invention I am not aware that 
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the spring-producing gusset put into a slit of 
a seamless - quarter shoe has ever been ex 
tended below the inner end of the slit and far 
enough to overlap the upper edge of the coun 
ter to thus protect the quarter at that point, 
and herein as to this part of my invention the 
same is not limited to the exact shape shown 
for the gusset or to the exact shape or direc 
tion of the slit or slits. 

I am aware that two pieces of elastic goring 
have had their edges stitched to portions of 
an upper at the top of a shoe at each side of 
the rear side of the top; but prior to my in 
vention I am not aware that two pieces to con 
stitute a gore have ever had their edges 
stitched together and inserted in the rear 
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concaved edges stitched together to give the 
requisite spring to the top of the shoe, said 
gusset being stitched at its outer edges to the 
quarter, the tongue being stitched upon the 
central portion of the gusset to cover the Seam 
uniting the two parts of the gusset, Said 
tongue also constituting an outside stay, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A seamless quarter slitted from its up 
per toward its lower edge, a staying-tongue 
extended upwardly from the lower end of the 
slit, and a stiffening-counter for said quarter, 
combined with a gusset stitched to said quar 
ter and extended down below the end of the 
said slit and tongue and between the quarter 
and the upper edge of the counter to consti 

part of the shoe to fill two slits therein, as tute an inside stay and to protect the quarter 
described and provided for in my invention. 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

1. In a shoe, a seamless quarter having two 
slits made therein from its upper edge and a 
staying-tongue intermediate said slits, com 
bined with a gusset composed of pieces b, 
having each a concaved edge and having said 

between the top of the counter and the slitted 
part above, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN C. DAGGETT. 
Witnesses: 

FREDERICK T. EMERY, 
FRANCES M. NOBLE. 
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