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(87) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to minimize
abrasion powder (dust) generated from the surface of a substrate holder
due to friction between a mask/blank substrate and the substrate holder
during transportation of the mask/blank substrate. This substrate hold-
er, which is provided to a substrate-housing case that houses a substrate
having two chamfered surfaces on one side and which comes into con-
tact with the substrate to hold the substrate, has a first holding surface
that comes into contact with part of a first chamfered surface of the two
chamfered surfaces to hold the substrate, and a second holding surface
that comes into contact with part of a second chamfered surface of the
two chamfered surfaces to hold the substrate. The substrate holder is
configured such that the first holding surface is brought into contact
with one of two ridges of the first chamfered surface, and the second
holding surface is brought into contact with one of two ridges of the
second chamfered surface, so as to hold the substrate.
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GO3F 1/66(2012.01)i; HOIL 21/673(2006.01)i
FI: GO3F1/66; HO1L21/68 T
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Y JP 2020-106721 A (HOYA CORP) 09 July 2020 (2020-07-09) 1-11, 13, 19-25
paragraphs [0042]-[0043], fig. 6-7

Y JP 2007-145398 A (HOYA CORP) 14 June 2007 (2007-06-14) 1-11, 13, 19-25
paragraph [0027], fig. 4

Y KR 0858634 B1 (BITM KK) 09 September 2008 (2008-09-09) 1-11, 13, 19-25
13th paragraph

Y JP 6-168445 A (SPEEDFAM CO LTD) 14 June 1994 (1994-06-14) 1-11, 13, 19-25
paragraphs [0004]-[0008]

Y JP 2006-5271 A (SHIN ETSU HANDOTAI CO LTD) 05 January 2006 (2006-01-05) 1-11, 13, 19-25
paragraph [0030], fig. 3

D Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

See patent family annex.
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«A” document defining the general state of the art which is not considered date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the
to be of particular relevance principle or theory underlying the invention

«g” earlier application or patent but published on or after the international «X» document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
filing date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step

«1» document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is when the document is taken alone
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other «y» document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
special reason (a§ specified) ) o considered to involve an inventive step when the document is

“0” document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
means being obvious to a person skilled in the art

«p>» document published prior to the international filing date but later than . & document member of the same patent family
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Date of mailing of the international search report
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Name and mailing address of the ISA/JP
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Claims are classified into three inventions below.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-11, claims 22-25, claims 13, 19-21 referring to any one of claims 1-11

A special technical feature is found from the invention in claim 1. Therefore, the invention in claim 1 is classified
as invention 1. Claims 2-11, and claims 13 and 19-21 referring to any one of claims 1-11 are dependent on claim 1,
and are thus classified as invention 1.

Claims 22-25 are substantially identical to or similarly closely related to claim 1 classified as invention 1, and thus
claims 22-25 are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 12, and claims 13, 19-21 referring to claim 12

Claim 12 shares, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of a “substrate holder” “that
is provided in a substrate accommodation case accommodating a substrate and holds the substrate while being in
contact with the substrate, the substrate holder comprising a holding surface that holds the substrate while being in
contact with a part of the substrate.” However, it is obvious that said technical feature does not make a contribution
over the prior art, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature.

There are no other same or corresponding special technical features between claim 12 and claim 1.

Claim 12 is not dependent on claim 1. Claim 12 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any
of the claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claim 12 cannot be classified as invention 1, and thus claim 12 is classified as invention 2.

Claims 13 and 19-21 referring to claim 12 are dependent on claim 12, and are thus classified as invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claims 14, and claims 15-21 referring to claim 14

Claim 14 shares, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of a “substrate holder” “that
is provided in a substrate accommodation case accommodating a substrate and holds the substrate while being in
contact with the substrate, the substrate holder comprising a holding surface that holds the substrate while being in
contact with a part of the substrate.” However, it is obvious that said technical feature does not make a contribution
over the prior art, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature.

There are no other same or corresponding special technical features between claim 14 and claim 1.

Claim 14 is not dependent on claim 1. Claim 14 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any
of the claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claim 14 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claim 14 shares, with claim 12 classified as invention 2, the common technical feature of a “substrate holder”
“that is provided in a substrate accommodation case accommodating a substrate and holds the substrate while being
in contact with the substrate, the substrate holder comprising a holding surface that holds the substrate while being
in contact with a part of the substrate.” It is obvious that said technical feature does not make a contribution over the
prior art, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature.

There are no other same or corresponding special technical features between claim 14 and claim 12.

Claim 14 is not dependent on claim 12.

Thus, claim 14 cannot be classified as invention 2.

Therefore, claim 14 is classified as invention 3.

Claims 15-21 referring to claim 14 are dependent on claim 14, and are thus classified as invention 3.
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: claims 1-11, claims 22-25, claims 13, 19-21
referring to any one of claims 1-11

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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