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The present invention relates to an at-
tachment for loading machines such as run
along railroad tracks and the like, and has
for its prime object to provide a structure

5 which is capable of cleaning the tracks as
the loading machine progresses forwardly.

A further and important object of the in-
vention resides in the provision of an attach-
ment of this nature which is simple in its

" construction, inexpensive to manufacture,
strong and durable, thoroughly efficient and
reliable in operation, and otherwise well
adapted to the purpose for which it is de-
signed.

With the above and numerous other ob-
jects in view as will appear as the descrip-
tion proceeds, the invention resides in cer-
tain novel features of construction, and in
the combination and arrangement of parts
as will be hereinafter more fully described
and claimed.

In the drawing . —

Figure 1 is an elevation of our attachment
on a conventional loading machine,

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the central
plate,

Fig. 3 is a front edge elevation thereof,

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of one of the side
plates,

Fig. 5 is a front edge elevation thereof,
and

Fig. 6 is a side edge elevation thereof.

Referring to the drawing in detail, it
will be seen that in Fig. 1, we have illus-
trated fragmentarily the front portion of a
conventional coal loading machine of the
Joy type. Our attachment is mounted on
what is known as a gathering head 5 of
the loading machine. The attachment com-
prises a central plate 6 and a pair of side
plates 7. The central plate 6 is oblong
transversely and has its rear portion mount-
ed on the front central portion of the gath-
ering heads 5 and secured thereto by suit-
able fastening elements 8. The forward
corners of the central plate 6 are bent up-
wardly to provide forward side wings 9.

Each side plate 7 is of oblong construction
transversely and has its outer side edge
curved upwardly as is indicated at 10, while
the forward inner corner thereof is bent up-
wardly to provide a wing 11 corresponding
to the adjacent wing 9. There will be one
wing 9 and one wing 11 on each side of the
rail, as is clearly illustrated in Fig. 1.
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As the loading machine moves forwardly
folly over the track, and the heavy steel plates
are properly mounted so as to just skim over

the surface of the ties, these plates will

scoop up the refuse along the roadway, and
the gathering arms 13 which operate on re-
volving disks 14 will gather the material
back onto the conveyor 15, where it is car-
ried to the rear of the machine and deposit-
ed into mine cars, not shown. ,

The plates on the gathering head may be
made adjustable so as to suit the different
sizes of tracks, for instance, sixty pound
steel, is much higher from the ties than
thirty pound steel, the larger rails requir-
ing the plates to project a little farther
below the gathering head of the machine,
The sizes and dimensions, however, are not
of the essence of the invention,

From the above detailed description, it
will be seen that we have devised an exceed-
ingly simple attachment for a coal loading
machine or other like machines, said attach-
ment being thoroughly efficient and reliable
in use, yet it may be manufactured at a low
cost, and be made thoroughly strong and
durable,

The present embodiment of the invention
has been disclosed in detail merely by way

of example, since in actual practice it at- !

tains the features of advantage enumerated
as desirable in the statement of the inven-
tion, and the above description. It will be
apparent that changes in the details of con-
struction, and in the combination and ar-
rangement of parts may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as hereinafter claimed, or sac-
rificing any of its advantages.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new is:—

1. In combination, a coal loading ma-
chine, said machine comprising almong
other elements a gathering head, a central
plate fixed to the gathering head and pro-
Jecting forwardly therefrom, and a plate
attached to each side of the gathering head
in spaced relation to the central plate, the
forward end corners of the central plate be-
ing directed upwardly, the forward inner
corners of the side plates being bent up-
wardly. ‘

2. In combination, a coal loading ma-
chine, said machine comprising amaong other
elements a gathering head, a central plate
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fixed to the gathering head and projecting outer ends of the side plates being curved
forwardly therefrom, and a plate attached upwardly.

to each side of the gathering head in spaced  In testimony whereof we affix our signa- 10
relation to the central plate, the forward tures.

end corners of the central plate being di-

rected upwardly, the forward inner corners EDWARD BOTTOMLEY.

of the side plates being bent upwardly, the FRANK WELCH.



