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Claims. 

My invention relates to an improvement in an 
adjustable Snap folder closure designed to hold 
the cover of a file or wallet, or other similar de 
Vice in closed position. 

Files of the general type of the present ap 
plication have been formed for a great number 
of years and are Widely used to contain papers 
or other documents. These files are Ordinarily 
constructed With guSSet portions between the 
front and back, portions of the file to enable the 
file to assume the proper thickness to accommo 
date the papers contained therein. 
The COver flap is usually provided with a series 

Of parallel score lines So that the cover may fold 
in the proper position, depending upon the thick 
ness. Of the file. Because of the fact that the 
files vary considerably in thickness, the cover 
overlaps the front surface of the file a greater 
or lesser degree, it has therefore been difficult 
to provide a Snap closure of any known type be 
cause if Such a closure were Secursed in position 
to hold the flap closed. When there were few 
papers in the file, this closure would be in the 
Wrong place Whien the thickness of the fie Was 
increased. It has therefore been customary prac 
tice to hold such folders closed by tapes or cords 
which encircle the folder and tie the same in 
closed position. 

It is the object of the present invention to 
provide a snap closure for folders or the like, 
which may be used to hold the cover flap of the 
folder in closed position regardless of the thick 
ness of the file. This I accomplish by noting 
the Snap closure adjustably on the front of the 
file so that the position of the Snap closure may 
be moved as the thickness of the file is increased 
Or decreased. 

It is a feature of my invention to provide a 
slide which is attached to the front of a file or 
folder and in Which may be slidably mounted a 
snap closing device. This device cooperates with 
the Slidable member in Such a Way that the clo 
Sure device is held in adjusted position by Spring 
tension when the folder is closed. The Spring 
tension. On the Snap closure is released When the 
closure is in open position, permitting ready ad 
justment of the device within the slide instan 
taneously. 

It is a purpose of the present invention to pro 
Wide a closing device which will engage the cover 
flap of a folder or the like, and which when in 
position to engage this flap may be readily moved 
from one position to another. By this construc 
tion, the position of the closure device is adjusted 
as the cover flap engages the closure device auto 
matically positioning the device proper. As the 
cover flap is secured closed by operation of the 
Snap closure the closure automatically locks in 
said position and cannot be moved in the slide 
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until the closure is again moved into open posi 
tion. 
These and other objects and novel features of 

ny invention Will be more clearly and fully set 
forth in the following Specification and clains. 

In the drawing forming a part of ny Specifi 
cation: - 

Figure i is a front elevation View of a folder, 
showing my Snap closure in closed position, 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view 
on an enlarged scale through the closure and 
taken on a line indicated by the line 2-2 of 
Figure . 

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, illustrat 
ing the Snap closure in closed position. 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the closure illustrat 
ing the arrangement of the parts thereof. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the slide for 
the Snap closure, with the Snap closure renoved. 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of one portion . 

of the Snap closure. 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of the Snap clo 

Sre. 
Figure 8 is a longitudinal cross-sectional WieW 
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similar to Figure 3, with parts broken away, but 
illustrating a slightly different, form of Snap 
closure. 

Figure 9 is a view similar to Figure 8, illustrat 
ing a slightly modified form of construction. 
The file or folder A is of any common type of '30 

construction, having a body portiCn and a 
cover portion attached thereto. Score lines 2 
are provided at the connection between the cover 

and the body portion C to enable the cover 
f to fold along any one of a number of parallel 
lines to accommodate for various thicknesses of 
papers within the file or folder. 
The closing device B comprises a slide 3, hav 

ing a snap closure including the Snap partS or 
members 4 and 5 slidably mounted therein. 
The slide 3 is mounted parallel the sides of the 
body 0 at right angles to the score lines 2. 
This slide in preferred form comprises a base 6 
having a pair of spaced in Wardly turned opposed 
side flanges 1 extending longitudinally thereof. 
As illustrated in Figures 2, 3 and 5 of the draw 
ing, the ends f9 of these flanges are bent 
down adjacent the base 6 in order to close the 
ends of the flanges 7. 

In order to secure the slide 3 in place, i? pro 
vide anchoring ends 2 bent downwardly from 
the base 6 at the ends of the Slide 3 and I 
also provide ears 2 cut from the base 8 and 
extending downwardly. These ears 2 extend 
through the sheet 22 forming the front of the 
body of the folder and are bent parallel to the 
base S as illustrated in Figures 2 and 3 of the 
drawing, to camp the slide 3 securely in the 
desired position. On the front of the folder. 
Within the slide formed by the base 6, and 
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the opposed flanges T, I provide the guiding 
end 23 of the spring member 4. This guide end 
23 as illustrated in Figure 4 of the drawing, ex 
tends virtually the internal width of the slide 3, 
the side edges 24 of the end 23 extending closely 
adjacent the flanges . As this end 23 is sub 
stantially wider than the Space between the 
flanges , this end 23 securely anchors the por 
tion 4 of the snap fastener in position in the 
slide. 
The spring portion 4 is provided with an up 

Wardly extending arcuated portion 25 adjacent 
the end 23 and terminates in a spring end por 
tion 26, the function of which will be later de 
scribed. The portion 5 of the snap fastener is 
connected to the spring portion 4 by extending 
the end 26 through a suitable opening 2 in the 
portion f 5. This portion 5 comprises a Substan 
tially flat plate portion 29 connected to a second 
substantially flat portion 30 which is angularly 
disposed with respect to the part 29. A hump 
3 is provided between the portions 29 and 30 
which hump prevents the cover of the folder 
from sliding downwardly upon the portion 30. 
The extreme edge 32 of the portion 39 is bent 
upwardly slightly to enable the portion 30 to be 
easily engaged. When the portion 5 of the 
snap closure is engaged with the Spring portion 
| 4 thereof, and this portion 4 is slidably en 
gaged in the slide 3, as illustrated in Figures 
3, 4 and 5, the portion of the plate 29 between the 
aperture 27 and the edge 33 of this plate extends 
substantially parallel with the upper Surfaces 
of the flanges f when the member 5 is in Open 
position. This is illustrated clearly in Figure 2 
of the drawing. The member 5 is sufficiently 
wide to overlie both of the flanges il. When the 
snap fastener is in the position illustrated in 
Figure 2 of the drawing, this closure may be 
readily slid throughout the length of the slide 
f3. In this way, the member 5 may be moved 
into proper position to extend through the open 
ing 34 in the cover flap . 

In order to hold the cover flap in closed posi 
tion, the member 5 is engaged and is pivoted 
into the position illustrated in Figure 3 of the 
drawing. The portion of the plate 29 between 
the opening 27 and the edge 33 acts to engage 
the arcuated portion 25 of the spring member 
14, thus tending to raise the spring end 26 of this 
member. The edge 33 of the member 5 en 
gages the top of the flanges 7 and the plate 
29 adjacent the opening 27 engages the arcu 
ated portion 25. The raising of the arcuated 
portion 25 acts to wedge the guide portion 23 
of the spring member 4 in the space between 
the fianges f T and the base 6 and draws the 
spring end 26 adjacent the cover flap ff. The 
plate 30 of the snap member 5 overlies the cover 

opposite the spring end 26 and the cover flap 
is clamped between these two members. The 
hump or ridge 3 engages the cover flap ad 
jacent the opening 34 and prevents movement of 
the cover f with respect to the Snap member 
5. When the fastener B is in the position illus 

trated in Figure 2 of the drawing, it is obvious 
that the slidable portions comprising members 
4 and 5 may freely slide beneath the flanges 7. 
However, when in the position illustrated in Fig 
ure 3, the guide portion 23 is wedged between the 
flanges f T and the base 6 and the member 5 is 
wedged between the arcuated portion 25 and the 
flanges 7, thus holding these members securely 
in adjusted position. 

In Figure 8 of the drawing, I disclose a slightly 

2,192,874 
different form of construction. In this form, the 
slide f3 is identical to that which has been de 
scribed, having a base 6 and opposed flanges 7' 
and the Spring member 4 is also identical to 
that described and accordingly the same num 
bers have been used to designate the various 
parts thereof. The fastener member correspond 
ing to the member 5, however, has been changed 
and this member 5’ is provided with a hook end 
35 which engages the outer edge of the spring 
member 26'. It is understood that the opening 
34 through the cover flap is sufficiently close 
to the edge thereof to permit the member 5' to 
extend beyond the edge of the same so that the 
hook end 35 will snap into engagement with the 
end of the Spring portion 26 of the member f4 
and lock the members 4' and 5' together. 
In Figure 9 I illustrate a slightly modified form 

of construction. In this construction, the slid 
able Snap fastener comprises a pair of members 
39 and 40. The member 39 is provided with a 
guiding portion 4?, an arcuated portion 42, and 
a spring end 43, corresponding to the elements 
23, 25 and 26 of the member f4. In this modifi. 
cation, however, the extreme end 44 of the spring 
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member 43 is bent upwardly as illustrated, and 
the end of the cover flap extends adjacent this 
upturned edge 44. The Snap member 49 is con 
Structed identical to the construction of the mem 
ber 5 and when in closed position contacts the 
upturned end 44. The marginal edge of the 
cover flap. is thus supported in position be 
tween the members 40 and the spring end 43 and 
is held by the end flange 44 from slipping out of 
place. 
The operation of my device will be clearly ap 

parent from the foregoing description. The 
cover flap is folded over the body ) and the 
position of the fastener member 5 is adjusted 
When in this Open position. When the member 
5 is in proper position extending through the 
opening 34, this member 5 is pivoted into the 
position illustrated in Figure 3, locking the mem 
ber 4 from movement in the slide 3 and the 
Spring tension of the member 4 holding the 
member 5 in closed position. 
In accordance with the patent statutes, I have 

described the principles of construction of my 
closure fastener, and while I have endeavored to 
Set forth the best embodiment thereof, I desire to 
have it understood that this is only illustrative of 
a means of carrying out my invention and that 
obvious changes may be made within the scope of 
the following claims Without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 
I claim: 
1. A fastener including a guideway, a latching 

means slidably mounted on Said guideway, coop 
erating means on said guideway and said latching 
means to retain said latching means on said 
guideway, said guideway being smooth and unob 
structed throughout a range of movement of said 
latching means, whereby said latching means 
may be moved to any desired position through 
out said range, said latching means including an 
upwardly extending loop of resilient material, a 
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locking lever pivotally supported on said loop, . 
said lever provided with means to flex said loop 
and Simultaneously to grip said guideway and 
retain said latching means in position thereon, 
the resiliency of said loop clamping said lock 
ing lever against said guideway to resist move 
ment in either direction. - . . . . 

2. A fastener including a guideway, a latching 
means slidably mounted on said guideway, coop-75 
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erating means on said guideway and said latching 
means for holding said latching means on said 
guideway, said guideway being Smooth and lan 
obstructed throughout a range of movement of 
said latching means, whereby said latching means 
may be moved to any desired position through 
out said range, said latching means including 2. 
locking lever provided with means to grip said 
guideWay, and resilient means on said latching 
means pivotally supporting said locking lever to 
resiliently urge said lever against said guideway. 

3. A fastener including a guideway, a resilient 
latching means slidably mounted on said guide 
Way, cooperating means on said guideway and 
said latching means to retain said latching means 
On Said guideway, said latching means including 
a locking lever pivotally mounted near one end 
thereof, said one end of said lever provided with 
means to grip said guideway and retain said 
latching means in place, and hook means on the 
other end of said lever contacting said latching 
leanS. 
4. A fastener including a guideway, a resilient 

latching means slidably mounted on said guide 
Way, cooperating means on said guideway and 
said latching means to retain said latching means 
On Said guideway, said guideway being Smooth 
and unobstructed throughout a range of move 
ment of said latching means, whereby said latch 
ing means may be moved to any desired position 
throughout Said range, said latching means in 
cluding means mounted thereupon to bend said 
latching means resiliently flexing the same and 
to grip said guideWay and retain said latching 
means in position thereupon. 

5. A fastener including a guideway, a latching 
means slidably mounted on said guideway, coop 
erating means on said guideway and said latch 
ing means to retain said latching means on said 
guideway, said latching means including a body 
formed of resilient material, having said cooper 
atting means thereupon, and a lever pivoted to 
said body provided with means to grip said guide 
Way to retain said latching means in adjusted 
position thereon, the resiliency of said body urg 
ing Said lever against said guideway under spring 
tension. 

6. A fastener including a guideway, a latching 
means including a body of resilient material slid 
ably mounted on said guideway, cooperating 
means on said guideway and on One end of said 
body to retain said latching means on said guide 
way, the other end of said body being free of 
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Said guideway, said latching means also includ 
ing a locking lever pivotally mounted on said 
other end of said body and urged by the resil 
ience of said body against said guideway. 

7. A fastener including a guideway, a latching 
means slidably mounted on said guideway, coop 
erating means on said guideway and said latch 
ing means for holding said latching means on 
Said guideway, said guideway being smooth and 
unobstructed throughout a range of movement 
of said latching means, whereby said latehing 
means may be moved to any desired position 
throughout Said range, said latching means in 
cluding a body portion including said cooperat 
ing means, and a locking lever pivoted to said 
body portion to pivot between a position pro 
jecting outwardly from said body portion and a 
position substantially flat and parallel said body . 
portion, and means on said lever clamping said 
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guideway when said lever is pivoted into said last 
named position and relatively free of said guide 
way in said first named position. 

8. A fastener including a guideway, a latch 
ing means slidably mounted on s2.id guideway, 
COOperating means on said guideway and said 
latching means for holding said latching means 
on said, guideWay, said guideway being smooth 
and unobstructed throughout a range of move 
ment of said latching means, whereby said latch 
ing means may be moved to any desired position 
throughout Said range, said latching means in 
cluding a body portion including said cooperat 
ing means, and a locking lever pivotally secured 
at one end to said body portion and having a free 
end movable between two positions, in one of 
said positions extending outwardly from said body 
portion and guideway, and in the other position 
Substantially flat, with relation to said body por 
tion and guideway, said one end of said lever 
clamping said guideway in said last named posi 
tion. 

9. A fastener including a guideway, a latching 
means slidably mounted on said guideway, coop 
erating means on said guideway and said latching 
means for holding said latching means on said 
guideway, said guideway being smooth and un 
obstructed throughout a range of movement of 
said latching means, whereby said latching means 
may be moved to any desired position through 
Out Said range, said latching means including a 
body portion including said cooperating means, 
and a locking lever pivotally secured at one end 
to said body, said one end of said lever pivotal 
between a position substantially parallel to said 
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guideway and a position at a considerable angle 
to said guideway to clamp said guideway in said 
last named position. 

10. A fastener including a guideway, a resilient 
latching means slidably mounted on said guide 
Way, said latching means including a body, coop 

40 

erating means on said body and said guideway. 
for holding said latching means on said guideway, 
resilient loop means on said body, a locking lever 
having an end interposed between said loop 
means and said guideway, pivotally supporting 
said lever, said end flexing said resilient loop 
means in One position thereof to clamp said end 
against Said guideway, and decreasing tension 
On said loop in another position thereof to per 
mit sliding of said latching means on said guide 
Way. 

11. A fastener for a folder having a perforated 
closing flap including a guideway on said folder, 
a resilient latching means slidably mounted on 
said guideway, said latching means including a 
body, cooperating means on said body and said 
guideway for holding said latching means on said. 
guideway, resilient loop means on said body, a 
locking lever designed to extend through the per 
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foration on said closing flap pivotally supported 
on Said loop means and having an end thereon 
interposed between said loop means and said 
guideway, said end flexing said resilient loop in 
One pivoted position, said loop clamping said end 
against Said guideway, said end releasing tension 
On Said loop in another pivoted position to re 
lease said clamping action, and means on said 
lever to hold, said closing flap impaled on said 
lever from slipping off the other lever end. 
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