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[57] ABSTRACT

My invention relates to means for manual use for eas-
ily and neatly picking up and disposing of obnoxious
or unwanted material and includes a relatively stiff,
approximately rectangular sheet which is partly in-
serted into and partly projects from a flexible sieeve
secured to the sheet by heat sealing or comparable
fastening. The sleeve is widened at its generally open
end and is foldable over the sheet. The sheet may have
a transverse slit in it to receive the user’s thumb in
order to make a better engagement with the sheet and
to stiffen the sheet.

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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SOIL CLEAN UP DEVICE

It is often desired to have ready an easy means for
picking up unwanted soil from various locations and to
disposed of the picked up material in a facile and clean
fashion. It is therefore an object of my invention to pro-
vide a simple, cheap and effective device for doing so.

Another object of the invention is to provide a soil
clean up device that is generally in flat, sheet-like form
that can be made available individually or in packets
and that can be utilized individually with little or no dif-
ficulty.

Another object of the invention is to provide a soil
clean up device that is extremely cheap to manufacture
and distribute so that such a device can economically
be used once and then disposed of,

A further object of the invention is to provide a soil
clean up device that can be quickly and easily manufac-
tured.

A further object of the invention is to provide a soil
clean up device that is not only effective for its own
purpose but is also effective to protect and shield the
person doing the clean up work.

Another object of the invention is to provide a soil
clean up device that is generally an improvement over
devices heretofore known for the purpose.

Other objects of the invention together with the fore-
going are attained in the embodiment of the invention
described in the accompanying description and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1'is a plan of a soil clean up device constructed
pursuant to the invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-section, the plane of which is indi-
cated by the line 2—2 of FIG. 1; and ,

FIG. 3 is a front elevation of the soil clean up device
as deployed for use.

While the soil clean up device of the invention can be
embodied in a large number of different forms, it has
with considerable success been embodied as disclosed
herein. In this instance the device includes a sleeve 6.
This is a tubular member having a central portion 7
bounded on its opposite extremities by an open end 8
and an open end 9. The sleeve is conveniently fabri-
cated of any light plastic material, conveniently trans-
parent, and is initially made of a strip of sheet which
can be folded over upon itself and then provided with
a seam 11, such as by stitching or by heat sealing. The
sleeve is conveniently cut with a predetermined dimen-
sion at the opening 8 and with a considerably greater
dimension at the opening 9 so that the intermediate
portion 7 of the sleeve flares rather widely toward the
opening 9. The sleeve material is quite soft and flexible
and is conveniently of a readily disposable, inexpensive
material,

Adjacent the leading open end 8 the sleeve encom-
passes or surrounds or overlies an intermediate portion
of a relatively stiff sheet 12 formed of cardboard, for
example, or a comparable plastic material which is
somewhat flexible yet has sufficient stiffness to retain
a predetermined shape. The sheet 12 is initially flat and
is made of card stock or the like. The sheet is bounded
-in a generally rectangular fashion or it can be tapered
or otherwise contoured but at least is afforded a leading
edge 13 extending transversely of the sheet and trans.
versely of the length of the sleeve 6. The sheet 12 has
side edges 14 and 16 that fit neatly into the opening 8
and continues to provide a trailing edge 17 usually par-
allel to the leading edge 13 and well disposed within the
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extended sleeve 6. Preferably; the sheet, in a portion
within the sleeve, is provided with a cut or opening 18
of any suitable shape and of a size to receive the thumb
of a user. In addition, the trailing edge 17 is interrupted
to provide a hook-like entry 19 to an aperture 21 effec-
tive to engage a hanging device.

The sleeve 6 and the sheet 12 are preferably united
by a row 22 of stitching or heat sealing which extends
generally parallel to the leading edge 13 adjacent the
midportion of the sheet. In effect, the two parts of the
device are permanently joined together and each be-
comes in effect a continuation of the other.

In the customary case the clean up device, as shown
in FIG. 1, is supplied as a unit in a packet of many such
devices piled one upon the other and conveniently
made available for prompt use. For use, one of the de-
vices is removed from the pack and the user introduces
his hand and forearm through the opening 9 and grasps
the portion of the sheet 12 within the sleeve. Prefera-
bly, he inserts his thumb through the cut portion 18 ei-
ther from above or from below, as shown in FIGS. 2
and 3. In either instance his thumb distorts the material
of the sheet giving it considerably greater stiffness or
apparent thickness. Usually the sheet 12 is bowed up-
wardly or downwardly so that it is nearly straight along
the leading edge 13 but is distorted to be somewhat
stiffer than otherwise would be the case.

The user, having donned the clean up device on his
hand and forearm, then utilizes the sheet as a scoop and
lifts the obnoxious material and supports it on the
sheet. The user then rolls the sleeve portion 7 upon it-
self. This is aided by the flared configuration of the
sleeve so that it is easy to move the end 9 toward the
end 8. The rolling of the sleeve upon itself is continued
by the user until the sleeve surrounds and encompasses
the sheet 12 and any material thereon. As particularly
shown in FIG. 2, the sleeve when thus deflected or in-
verted and folded can then be tied or twisted upon itself
to serve as a temporary closure. The closure can be
augmented by a wire tie'or the like. The user then can
withdraw his thumb from its engagement with the card
or sheet and the job is finished. The sleeve, therefore,
acts initially as a protector and guard for the user and
his garments and finally acts, when folded upon itself,
as an envelope or enclosure for the card and for any
material thereon.

What is claimed is:

1. A soil clean-up device comprising a flexible sleeve
of a size to receive a human hand and forearm and hav-
ing a central portion with opposite first and second
ends at least said first end being open to receive said
hand and forearm, a relatively stiff approximately rect-
angular sheet positioned to extend into said second end
and having a leading edge outside said sleeve and hav-
ing a trailing edge inside said second end of said sleeve,
and means for securing said second end of said sleeve

_ to'said trailing edge of said sheet.
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2. A device as in claim 1 in which said sleeve is elon-
gated and said leading edge extends transversely
thereof.

3. A device as in claim 1 in which said sleeve is flexi-
ble enough to be turned inside out to fold over said

* leading edge.
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4. A device as in claim 1 in which said sheet includes
means defining a thumb slit parallel-to said leading
edge.
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