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PATENT OFFICE.

ALLEN B. ASHBY, OF BONNERS FERRY, IDAHO.

ENVELOYE PROTECTOR.

Applicaﬁon filed January 29, 1921, Serial No, 440,981.

To all whom, it may. concern:

Be it known that I, Artex B. Asmsy,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Bonners Ferry, in the county of Boundary
and State of Idaho, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Envelope Protec-
tors, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
envelopes and has to do more particularly
with protecting devices for envelopes.

In one utility, the device of my invention
is a specially advantageous for C. O. D. en-
velopes used by express companies and which
are now tacked on to a box.or package for des-
tination direction of shipment, the envelope
being removed from the package at the point
of consignment or receipt of the box or pack-
age. Now this envelope contains the C. Q. D.
returns and may contain other information,
and it frequently happens that in removing
this envelope from a box or package not
only is the envelope torn and rendered un-
fit Tor remailing, but frequently the contents

" of the envelope are mutilated and rendered
llegible. Care is not always taken, and it
is some times difficult to determine whether
the tacks are being driven merely through
the envelopes or through the contents there-
of. ‘

Now in accordance with my invention a
protecting strip is detachably secured to
the envelope in such a manner as to form a
pasting surface whereby when this strip is
pasted to the box or package, the envelope
will be firmly secured thereto, -and the con-
signee or operatives at the place of destina-
tion, can rip or tear the envelope quickly
off from the strip without in any way muti-
lating or damaging the envelope or its con-
tents; and therefore all the matter is not only
legible, but the envelope is in good condi-
tion for remailing.

Tt is also a feature .of my invention to pro-
vide an envelope which is specially adapted
as a return envelope, with a protecting flap
adapted to take the address of the receiver,
said flap being disposed in superimposed re-
lation over the addressing face of the en-
velope which has been previously addressed
with the sender’s name. : ey
. My invention has many other objects and
features which will be more fully described
in the accompanying drawing and which will

‘moved from the package.

be more particularly pointed out in and by
the appended claims.

In the drawing :—

Figure 1 is a view of a package or box
showing the application thereto of my pre-
ferred form of envelope protector. ,

Figure 2 is a view of the reverse side of
said envelope after the same has been re-

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing one
end of the envelope attached to the protec-
tor strip and showing the flap end of the en-
velope elevated or separated from the re-
maining end of the strip.. :

Figure 4 is a plan view of the box showing
the envelope and the protecting strip in
edge view with the thicknesses somewhat ex-
aggerated for purposes of illustration.

igure 5 is a view similar to Figure 1
showing a modified form of envelope where-
in the protecting strip extends abreast of
both faces of the envelope:

Figure 6 is a perspective view of this
form before the parts are finally sealed.

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 4.

Figure 8 is a view of a further modifica-
tion showing the protecting flap functioning
as an addressing face.

Figure 9 is a view of the same side of this
envelope after the addressing strip has been
torn off. ‘

Tigure 10 is an end edge view of the en-
velope shown in Figure 8,

Like characters of reference designate sim-
ilar parts throughout the different figures
of the drawing. ‘ )

Tirst referring to Figures 1 to 4, 1 desig-

of my invention is applied. The envelope,
which is a common form of C. O. D express
envelope is designated at 2 and has an end
flap 8. The face 4 of said envelope is de-
signed to bear the consignee’s name and ad-
dress whereas the face 5, or reverse side,
bears the consignor’s name and address.
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nates a box or package to which the device
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These C. O. D. envelopes contain collection

and other valuable papers which are inspect-
ed at the point of destination to obtain the
shipper’s instructions. If these papers are
mutilated and become. illegible, the delay
and cost in the loss of time is very consider-
able.  Furthermore, it is the practice to
re-mail this envelope with the C. O. D. col-
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'perromtlons 14 on one or both ends.

in
‘funcmon as in the pleferred form, excepting

2 and has a O'ummed margin 18 ;

lection back to the consignor, and hence it
is desirable to have the envelope intact and
it is a great advantage to avoid tacking or
nailing the envelope to the package.

In accordance with my invention, a pro-
tecting strip 6, preferably of paper, ‘and
havm(r a width and a length in excess of the
dimensions of the envelope is employed.
Initially, the end 7 overlaps end 8, of the
envelope, and is secured thereto by being
pasted, gummed or otherwise. It will ‘Le
noted that end 8 of the envelope is that end
remote from the flap end, therefore, the flap
end is free to receive the contents of the .
O. D. papers. After the envelope 1ll” been
addressed on face 4 and face 5 and the con-
tents inserted, then the flap 3 is folded but
not nenessarﬂy secured in 'the position shovwn

in Figure 2, and the end margin 9 is folded

over the flap end. This margin'9 is gummed,
as indicated at 10 and is past od qlono the
flap end as shown in Figure 1.~ Thus it will
be seen that the main body of the protecting
strip extends abreast of and in slight lnterﬂl
projection to the ‘entire rear hce 5 OL the
envelope. Thus the rear face 11, of said
strip constitutes a pasting shrpace Paste
may either be applied direcily to this sur-
face, or to the package, and when the united
parts are applied to this Uasued surface the
envelope will be firmly at tache ¢ to the pack-
age without thie use of tacks or nails. Be-
cause of the fact that the protecting strip 'is
coextensive with the env llope the lamz1 is
fully protected from the paste and is not
directly secured to the package. Therefore,
when the envelope is removed or torn away
from the protectmo strip, at.the place of
destination, it is wholly intact. likewise its
contents. I*mfheimo*'eu 1t 1s *mt necessary
to seal the flap 3, in sending the package, be-
cause the protectlno strip holds this flap
closed and prevents accidental (:.Ls(,haroe of
the contents. Thus the usual reinforced
openings 12 and 13, mav bhe dispensed with.
In order to facilitate removal of the envel-

ope, the pro‘reetmg strip may have a line of
This

01

1s not essential however becauss the prmeet—
ing strlp is preferably formed of a paper
Wthh is much more fragile than the paper
of which the envelope is composed It will
also be noted that by reason of the fact that
the flap 8 need not necessarily he'seciired or
sealed initially by the sender, that this ren-
ders the envelope ffu more avaﬂable for re-
mailing.

\Text referring to the form shown in Fig-
ures 5, 6 and 7, it W111 be seen that the ﬁa,p
15, secured to the envelope at' 16 is the same
every I espect recrardlncr s@fucuure and
that this protector has an extension 17 which

extends completely across the address face

vhich may

1,434,765

be applied in supeumoosed 1e1at10n to the
margin 16. The extension 17 has an open-
ing 19 thrm oh which the address is disclos-
able and this extension 1) may be prmtell
with C. O. D. and corner card insiructions.
The extension 17 may have lines of periova-
tions 20 and 21 to facilitate detachment.

In shipping packages where Lhe same are
closely disposed, mbbmo and jestling in
slupment ‘frequently injure the omemue
some times render the address iile
Therefore, in this form of xhe invention |
not only provide a pasting surface buL also
protect dle xposefl {face m‘ the envel ope.

In Figures 8 to 10 I have car ried out, this
protecmno ides in a subsmhaly form but
within the generic scope. of the invention,
the idea bemo to render an e”nelope avail-
able for 1ema11mo itrespective as to whether

or not it was evmm(ﬂlv attached to another
object: .

In this form of the mveition the envelope
92 has a flap 23 on one end thereof. An ad-
dressing protector strip or flap 24 has one

edge 25 1n1ulal1y secured to the envelope and

plomded with a perforated line 26. The
envelope is initially addressed or has print-
ed on the face to be protected the sender’s
address 27. The envelope may be placed in
a typewriter and the receiver’s address ¢
may be typed on the flap 24 The lower
edge 98 of said flap is provided with a
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oummed strip anfl may be attac ‘hed as shown

in Figure i0.

promded
Thus when the receiver gets this envelope,

he will tear off the strlp 94 and this will

A tedr-off line 29 1s sdvisedly

free the ﬂap 23 to permit.the envelope to be

opened and the contents yemoved. In re-
turn use, it is merely necessary to replace
or insert the proper contents, seal and stamp

D
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the envelope which 1s a} rewdy addressed and _

deposit the same in the mails.” Thus in ﬂns

form of the invention the swlp or flap 24
Tunctions as a protector i
it not only protects the :

in the sense that
addressed side of
the envelope but - it adchtm*mllv prevents
confusing disclosure thereof.
It is believed that my invention will be
clearly understood from the foregoing de-
scription and while T have shown dlﬁ'erem
specific forms of my invention, I do not
wish to be limited thereto except for such
limitations as the claims may 11nport

T claim :—

1. An envelope adapted to be attached to
a package and later returned after the pack-
age has reached its destination, and a pro-

'tector strip having its ends pasted to the

ends of said envelope and the remainder of
said strip extending abreast of the back of
said envelope, whereby paste applied to
either the package or the back of said strip-
will secure the envelope to said ‘package
When pressed thereaaaln t and protect sald
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envelope from the paste, and whereby
manual pulling stress applied to detach the
envelope will tear the strip leaving the en-
velope intact for re-mailing.

2. In combination, an envelope, and a pro-
tector strip having its edges secured to the
edges of said envelope and extending abreast
of the back of said envelope to form a pack-
age pasting surface and maintain the en-
velope free from paste, and whereby stress
applied to detach the envelope will tear
the strip free from the envelope thereby
leaving the Jatter intact for re-mailing.

3. In combination, an envelope, and a pro-
tecting strip extending along the address
side and also along the back of the envelope,
the address side portion of said strip hav-
ing an opening to disclose the address on
the envelope, and the rear portion of said
strip forming a pasting surface whereby the
envelope may be pasted to a package with-
out contacting with said envelope.

4. In combination, an envelope having a
flap, a strip extending along the front and
back of said envelope and having both of
its ends secured to one end of the envelope
and said strip having an opening abreast of
one face of the envelope.

5. An envelope adapted to be attached to
a package and later returned after the pack-
age has reached its destination, said en-
velope having on one face thereof the con-
signee’s name and address and on the other
face thereof the consignor’s name and ad-
dress, and a protector strip at least coexten-
sive with and covering that face of the en-
velope bearing the consignor’s name and
address and being secured to the envelope
and forming a pasting surface whereby paste
applied to said strip or to the package will
secure the envelope to the Jatter when
pressed thereagainst and protect the en-
velope from paste and disclose only the con-
signee’s name and address, and whereby
stress applied to the envelope will tear the
strip loose from said envelope with the latter
intact and leaving the consignor’s name and

8

address readable for re-mailing the envelope
after the consignee’s name and address have
been crossed out.

6. An envelope adapted to be attached to
a package and later re-mailed after the
package has reached its destination and said
envelope having a consignor face and a con-
signee face, and end flap for said envelope
overlapping the consignor’s face thereof,
and a protector strip coextensive with the
consignor’s face of said envelope and ini-
tially pasted to that end remote from the
flap end of the envelope and extending along
the consignor’s face but leaving both faces
accessible for application of the consignor’s
and consignee’s addresses on the said respec-
tive faces of the envelope and leaving the
flap free for filling the envelope, the free
end of said strip being later pasted or se-
cured to the flap end of said envelope to
close the flap, said strip when thus secured
forming a pasting surface whereby paste
applied thereto will secure the envelope to
the package when pressed thereagainst and
protect the envelope from the paste, and
whereby stress applied to the envelope after
reaching its destination will tear the strip
and free the envelope intact for removal of
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the contents and insertion of returns and -

sealing of the flap for re-mailing.
7. A strip having a perforated line adja-
cent each end, adhesive between said lines

on one side of the strip and at the ends on .

the other side.

8. In combination, an envelope initially
provided with a protector strip attached
thereto and extending abreast of one side
of the envelope to form a package pasting
surface and maintain the envelope free from
paste, whereby stress applied to defach the
envelope will tear the strip free from the
envelope thereby leading the latter intact
for re-mailing.

In testimony that T claim the foregoing
as my own, I hereby affix my signature.

ALLEN B. ASHBY.
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