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No. 766,000. 

UNITED STATES 
Patented July 26, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

PATRICK D. SKAHEN, OF SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. 

BURAL CASE 

SPEuIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 766,000, dated July 26, 1904. 
Application filed April 6, 1904, Serial No. 20l.,806. (No model.) to "s ("gi", 

------ RESSUEO 
To r77, Tuhon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PATRICKD. SKAHEN, of 

Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in the 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Burial-Cases, of which 
the following, taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and 
exact description. 
This invention resides in an improved con 

struction of a burial-case which is designed 
to be used either as a casket or a rough box 
for inclosing a casket. 
The invention has special reference to the 

class of burial-cases which have their walls, 
bottom, and lid composed of separate sheet 
metal plates. 
The objects of the present invention are to 

produce a knockdown burial-case of the afore 
said character in which the component parts 
can be quickly and easily assembled in the 
process of construction, and thus cheapen the 
cost of manufacture, and at the same time 
produce a structure which shall possess great 
strength, rigidity, and durability and shall 
also present a neat appearance. These ob 
jects I attain in a simple and efficient manner 
of uniting the side walls and end walls and 
the bottom of said walls by the employment 
of vertically-grooved corner-posts in which 
the vertical edges of the walls are keyed and 
firmly anchored; and the invention consists 
in the novel details of construction, as here 
inafter fully described, and set forth in the 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a side view of a burial-case embodying my 
improvements. Fig. 2 is an enlarged bottom 
plan view of an end portion of the burial 
case. Fig. 3 is an enlarged transverse sec 
tion of a portion of the burial-case, taken on 
line XX in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a further en 
larged perspective view of a portion of the 
corner-postinverted and showing more clearly 
the attachment of the walls thereto. Fig. 5 
is a vertical longitudinal section of the case. 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged horizontal section of One 
corner of the case, taken on line YY in Fig. 
1; and Fig. 7 is an enlarged vertical sectional 
view taken on the line Z, Z in Fig. 2. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 

(l, a represent the side walls, and l l the 
end walls, of the burial-case, which walls are 
composed of separately-formed sheet-metal 
plates. 
cc denote posts which are disposed at the 

corners of the case and are preferably com 
posed of cast metal and are provided with en 
larged end portions, as indicated at 6' 6". 
These posts may be of any suitable form and 
style and are formed in their inner faces, near 
the top and bottom thereof, with pairs of 
grooves c. d, which are disposed vertically 
and are open in directions at right angles to 
each other. Said posts 6 c are also formed 
intermediate their ends with grooves d' d', 
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arranged in pairs and in line with the afore 
said grooves did, as more clearly shown in 
Fig. 4 of the drawings. 
9 g denote steps which are formed on the 

end faces of the posts 6 c and are provided 
with two edges disposed at right angles to 
each other, as indicated at ('g', and partly 
surrounding each of the lower steps is a 
curved rim h, formed on the post for the pur 
pose hereinafter explained. 
The side walls a. a. and end walls bib' have 

their vertical edges bent inwardly at right 
angles to form fanges i, which are inserted 
into the aforesaid grooves d did d in the 
posts and which bear against the rear walls 
of the grooves. The inner side walls of the 
said grooves are formed with vertical ribs ee, 
producing contracted side entrances k h be 
tween said walls and the opposite side walls of 
the grooves, which entrances are of Sufficient 
width to admit the said flanges i. i. These ribs 
e e constitute shoulders for the keysll, which 
are inserted into the grooves, as clearly shown 
in Figs. 4 and 6 of the drawings. Said keys 
consist of metal bars formed, preferably, 
square or rectangular in cross-section and 
which are driven endwise into the said grooves 
did did of the posts and caused to engage 
the flanges of the walls and the oppositely 
disposed ribs ee of the grooves, and thereby 
firmly anchor the flanges therein to lock the 
walls to the said posts. 
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The longitudinal edges of the side walls (t (t. 
and one of the end walls are bent outwardly 
to form ledges a , which terminate with 
inwardly-folded flanges n, n, thereby produc 
ing inwardly-opening channels 0 (0 between 
said ledges and flanges. The ends of said 
ledges an in extend beyond the aforesaid flanges 
a of the walls and bear on the ends of the 
posts cc and abut against the edges of the afore 
said steps g g and are substantially in a plane 
with the latter, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 
4 of the drawings. The lower edge of the 
end wall b is also formed with an outwardly 
projecting ledge 71 m, which terminates with 
an inwardly-folded flange n, bearing on the 
lower end faces of the posts. The upper 
edge of said latter wall has its outwardly-pro 
jecting ledge in terminating with a down 
wardly and inwardly folded flange n, bearing 
on the top faces of the adjacent posts. This 
flange is bent in the manner described for the 
purpose of allowing the lid r to be applied to 
the case, as hereinafter explained. 
p denotes the bottom of the case and which 

is composed of sheet metal. Said bottom is 
inserted with its marginal portions into the 
lower channels () () of the walls and has its 
corner portions rounded and bearing on the 
aforesaid steps g g and abutting against the 
curved rims or guards h, which are flush 
with the lower face of said corner portions. 

In assembling the said parts I first unite 
the two side walls ( ( and the end wall b to two 
of the corner-posts coin the manner described 
and then apply the bottom p by inserting 
the same endwise into lower channels of the 
side walls and sliding it forwardly sufficient 
to cause the front edge thereof to enter the 
lower channel of Said end wall and at the 
same time cause its rounded corners to abut 
against the aforesaid curved rims on the end 
faces of the posts, and then drive the said 
keys endwise into the grooves in said posts 
to firmly anchor the flanges in said grooves. 
The other corner-postsc care then keyed to the 
corresponding end wall, and these posts are 
firmly united to the vertical flanges at the 
rear of the side walls in like manner, whereby 
the rear edge of the bottom is caused to enter 
the lower channel of the latter end wall and 
its rounded corner portions made to abut 
against the curved rims on the lower faces of 
the said posts in the manner aforesaid. These 
rims constitute guards which serve to protect 
the corner portions of the bottom. 
The lid r, which is also composed of sheet 

metal, may be of any suitable form and de 
sign. Said lid is applied by inserting the 
same with its marginal portions lengthwise 
into the upper channels 00 of the side walls 
( (t, whereby its forward end is caused to en 
ter the upper channel of the corresponding 
end wall, and its rounded corner portions are 
caused to lie upon the top steps of the front 
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I prefer to dispense with the curved rims 
or guards on the upper end faces of the posts 
and make the lid sufficiently long to lie with 
its rounded corner portions contiguous to the 
curved edges of the posts. I also prefer to 
fold the rear edge of the lid upon itself to 
strengthen the same, as indicated at '. It 
will be understood that the bottom flanges in 
m of the walls are to be firmly clenched onto 
the marginal portions of the bottom p. Any 
suitable means may be employed for locking 
the said lid in its closed position on the case, 
and, if desired, the top flanges of the walls 
may be clenched onto the lid. 

t it represent additional posts, which I pre 
fer to employ and which are formed of cast 
metal and are secured to the outer faces of 
the side walls (, a by means of rivets t t , as 
more clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 6 of the 
drawings. These posts serve to stiffen the 
said side walls, and thus add strength and 
rigidity to the burial-case, and they are formed 
with enlarged end portions, as indicated at 
at u, which abut against the aforesaid ledges 
an in of said walls and brace the same. 

It is obvious that a separate key may be 
used at each of the grooved portions (ld for 
fastening the walls to the corner-posts. I 
prefer, however, to employ keys of sufficient 
lengths to extend through both the upper and 
lower grooves (ld and through the interme 
diate grooves d' d', so as to cause Said keys 
to bear on the inner sides of the walls from 
top to bottom thereof and effectually brace 
said walls and press them outward onto the 
edges of the posts, so as to closely fit them 
thereto. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. In a knockdown burial-case, the combi 

nation of the end walls and side walls com 
posed of separate sheet-metal plates and 
formed at their vertical edges with inwardly 
projecting flanges, corner-posts formed with 
vertical grooves having contracted side en 
trances and receiving the flanged portions of 
said walls, and keys inserted endwise in Said 
grooves and engaging said flanges and con 
tracted portions of the grooves and firmly 
locking the walls in said grooves as set forth. 

2. A burial-case comprising sheet-metal 
side walls and end walls formed at their ver 
tical edges with flanges, corner-posts formed 
with vertical grooves receiving said flanges 
and each groove provided with a vertical rib 
on one of its sides, and keys inserted in Said 
grooves and engaging said flanges and ribs 
and locking the walls to the posts as set forth 
and shown. 

3. In a burial-case, the combination of cor 
ner-posts formed with vertical grooves, the 
side walls and end walls formed at their ver 
tical edges with flanges entering said grooves 
and at their lower longitudinal edges with out 
wardly-projecting ledges bearing on the ends 
of the posts, keys inserted in Said grooves and 

75 

9o 

95 

IOO 

IO5 

O 

II5 

I 25 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



O 

766,000 

locking the flanges therein, and the bottom 
secured to the lower ledges of the walls as set 
forth and shown. 

4. In a burial-case, the combination of cor 
ner-posts, each formed at its top and bottom 
with a pair of vertical grooves and at its inter 
mediate portion with a pair of grooves dis 
posed in line with the end grooves, the side 
walls and end walls formed at their vertical 
edges with flanges entering said grooves, and 
keys inserted in said grooves and engaging 
said flanges to lock the walls to said posts as 
set forth and shown. 

5. In a burial-case, the combination of me 
tallic corner - posts formed with vertical 
grooves, sheet-metal side walls and end walls 
formed with flanges entering said grooves, 
keys inserted in Said grooves and locking the 
flanges therein, the longitudinal edges of the 
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walls formed with outwardly - projecting 
ledges bearing on the ends of the posts and ter 
minating with inwardly-folded flanges pro 
ducing channels, and the bottom and lid in 
serted in said channels as set forth and shown. 

6. In a burial-case, the combination of cor 
ner-posts formed with vertical grooves in the 
inner sides and with steps projecting from the 
end faces of the posts, the walls formed with 
vertical flanges locked in said grooves and at 
their longitudinal edges with outwardly-pro 
jecting ledges bearing on the ends of the posts 
and abutting against said steps and in a plane 
there with and terminating with inwardly 
folded flanges producing channels, and the lid 
and bottom inserted in the upper and lower 
channels respectively as set forth and shown. 

7. In a burial-case, the combination of cor 
ner-posts formed in the inner sides with ver 
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tical grooves, and with steps projecting from 
their end faces and rims or guards partly sur 
rounding the lower steps, sheet-metal side and 
end walls formed at their vertical edges with 
inwardly - projecting flanges entering said 
grooves, keys inserted in said grooves and 
locking the said flanges therein, the longitudi 
nal edges of the walls formed with outwardly 
projecting ledges bearing on the end faces of 
the posts and abutting against the aforesaid 
steps and terminating with inwardly-folded 
flanges producing inwardly-open channels, the 
lid removably inserted in the upper channels, 
and the bottom inserted in the lower chan 
nels and having its corner portions abutting 
against the said rims or guards as set forth and 
shown. 

8. In a burial-case, the combination of cor 
ner-posts formed with enlarged end portions 
and provided in their inner sides with verti 
cal grooves, the side walls and end walls 
formed at their vertical edges with inwardly 
projecting flanges entering said grooves, keys 
inserted in said grooves and locking the flanges 
therein, the longitudinal edges of the walls 
formed with outwardly-projecting ledges ex 
tending beyond said flanges and bearing on 
the end faces of the posts, said ledges termi 
nating with inwardly-folded flanges produc 
ing channels, the bottom inserted in the lower 
channels and locked permanently therein, and 
the lid seated removably in the upper chan 
nels as set forth and shown. 

PATRICK D. SKAHEN. 
Witnesses: 

J. J. LAASS, 
F. Z. KENT. 
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