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FXEAHE (A £4% 0 VEHICLE' S COMMUNICATION APPARATUS)

[Object] How to set a pseudo creature to be
expressed 1n a vehicle as desired by the user, to
increase the user’'s feeling that the pseudo
creature expressed 1n the vehicle and the vehicle
are one, to allow information generated by the
pseudo creature to be recognized with ease and to
allow the user to communicate with a plurality of
other users through the pseudo creature.

[Solving Means] A CPU 50 employed in a meter unit
9 is capable of communicating with external

g
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EXEAME (A 44 VEHICLE'S COMMUNICATION APPARATUS)

apparatuses such as a PC, a hand phone and a game
machine through a connection interface 65 and a
transmission & reception unit 63. The meter CPU 50
1s capable of transmitting information on the
vehicle to an external apparatus such a PC and
acquiring a character of a game or the like as a
pseudo creature from electronic media or an
electronic information-processing apparatus such
as a PC. Thus, in addition to a pseudo creature
set 1n advance, pseudo creatures matching hobbies
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R HAME (B8 445 VEHICLE'S COMMUNICATION APPARATUS)

of a broad range of users can also be expressed in
the vehicle. The CPU 50 lets other drivers
recognize an intention and a feeling of the pseudo
creature through auxiliary instruments, which are
functional components of the vehicle such as a
head light, winkers and a horn. For example, the
head light or the winkers provided on the front
portion of the vehicle are put in a blinking state
for expressing winks of the pseudo creature. On

the other hand, a tail light or the winkers

g
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AR E (A2 445 : VEHICLE' S COMMUNICATION APPARATUS)

provided on the rear portion of the vehicle are
put 1n a blinking state to express movements of
the tail of the pseudo creature. In addition, a
horn 10 is activated to express a cry of the
pseudo creature. The CPU 50 1s capable of
transmitting information on the position of the
vehicle, i1ts own state and others to a pseudo
creature set in another vehicle by way of a GPS
unit 62 or the transmission & reception unit 63.
meter unit 9 provided on a vehicle receiving the

i N
bl
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AXEAME (482 %45 - VEHICLE'S COMMUNICATION APPARATUS)

transmitted information displays the information
as a picture or a string of characters. In
addition, a voice input via a microphone 54 can
also be transmitted to another vehicle by way of
the transmission & reception unit 63 to be
reproduced by a speaker system b3 provided on the

other vehicle.
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