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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN J. CUNNINGHAM, oE VIANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

LEATHER-CUTTING MACHINE, 
1,297,108. . . . 

To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, JoHN J. CUNNINGHAM, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Manchester, in the county of Hillsborough 
and State of New Hampshire, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Leather-Cutting Machines; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to the cutting of 

leather and more particularly to a machine 
for stripping Texas oak leather bends. It 
is Well known that oak leather bends cannot 
be cut by the now used circular disk method 
or by the gage chopping machine, and the 
use of leather cutting saws is undesirable on 
account of the necessary waste of material 
and the ragged edges produced. The object 
of my invention therefore is the provision 
of a simple and efficient machine for cutting 
oak leather bends into strips of any required 
width. w 

With the foregoing general object in view, 
the invention resides in the novel features 
of construction and unique combinations of 
parts to be hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, the descriptive matter being sup 
plemented by the accompanying drawings 
which form a part of this specification and 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation partly in sec 
tion of the improved machine; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view; 
Fig. 3 is an end elevation partly in sec 

tion; and 
Fig. 4 is a detail vertical transverse section 

showing more particularly the manner in 
which the coiled springs connect the presser 
bar with the set Screws. 
In the drawings above briefly described, 

the numeral 1 designates an appropriate ta 
ble preferably supported on legs 2, said table 
having near one edge a longitudinal slot 3 
in which the upper horizontal reach of a 
pronged feed chain 4 travels, said chain 
passing around suitable sprockets 5 and an 
appropriate chain tightener 6 and being 
driven in any preferred manner. 
Above the slot 3 is a longitudinal presser 

bar 7 having its ends turned upwardly at 8, 
it being the office of this bar to hold the 
leather in anti-slipping engagement with the 

specification of Letters Patent. Patented Mar. 11, 199. 
Application filed February 9, 1918. Serial No. 216,376, 

feed chain 4. The upper side of bar 7 is 
provided with suitable necks 9 having heads 
10 on their upper ends, and immediately 
above these heads are located similar heads 
11 formed on necks 12 which depend from 
a plurality of vertical set screws 13, these 
screws being threaded through horizontal 
arms 14 which are disposed above the table 
1, one end of said arms being directed down 
Wardly at 15 and secured to the table a suit 
able distance from the slot 3. Coiled springs 
16 are interposed between the set screws 13 
and the presser bar 7, the end most convolu 
tions of said springs being coiled around 
the necks 9 and 12 so that the springs are 
carried by the set screws and said presser 
bar is supported by said springs, the en 
gagement of the springs and set screws being 
sufficiently loose to form a swivel, so that 
the Screws may be tightened or loosened as 
required to vary the force with which the 
presser bar 7 is engaged with the leather by 
the springs 16. 
The free end of the rearmost transverse 

arm 14 is provided with a vertically extend 
ing lug 17 which preferably projects down 
wardly, and below this lug the table 1 is 
formed with an opening 18. An inclined 
knife 19 is secured by a suitable clamping 
bolt 20 to the lug 17 and projects at its 
lower end through the opening 18, this knife 
being spaced laterally an appropriate dis 
tance from the slot 3 and the chain 4. 

Preferably located under the arm 14 last 
referred to, but otherwise positioned at any 
suitable point, is a gage 21 Secured adjust 
ably to the table 1 by a bolt and slot con 
nection 22 or by any other preferred means, 
this gage serving to abut the edge of the 
leather to control the width of the strips to 
be cut therefrom. 
In operation, the leather is fed along the 

table 1 beneath the presser bar 7 by means 
of the feed chain 4 and the knife 19 comes 
into play to cut such leather into strips. 
The width of these strips may be controlled 
by adjusting the gage 21 and whenever nec 
essary more or less pressure may be applied 
to the bar 7 by tightening or loosening the 
set screws 13. The improved machine is de 
signed particularly for cutting Texas oak 
leather bends as will be clear from the in 
troductory paragraphs, and it performs this 
function to great advantage, but I wish it 
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understood that its use is not restricted to 
any particular field and in fact that within 
the Scope of the invention as claimed, nu 
merous minor changes may well be made. 

claim: 
1. A leather cutting machine comprising 

a table having a longitudinal slot, an end 
less feed chain whose upper reach travels 
in Said slot, a longitudinal presser bar above 
said slot, springs attached to said bar and 
rising therefrom, set screws connected to the 
upper ends of said springs, horizontal trans 
verse arms Supporting said set screws and 
having downturned ends secured to said ta 

5 ble at points spaced laterally from said slot, 
one of said arms having a vertically extend 
ing lug on its free end, said table having an 
opening below said lug, and a leather cut 
ting blade secured at its upper end to said 

1,297,108 

lug and extending at its lower end through 
Said opening. 

2. In a leather cutting machine, a knife, 
means for feeding the leather to said knife 
consisting of a feed chain and a presser bar 
parallel thereto, heads having necks secured 
to the side of said bar opposite said chain, 
set Screws alined with said heads and hav 
ing other heads joined by necks to their free 
ends, coiled springs having their end most 
convolutions coiled around said necks, and 
Supporting means for said screws. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

JOHN J. CUNNINGHAM. 
Witnesses: 

ARCHIE G. BAKER, 
LOUIS A TURCOTTE. 

(Copies of his patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of eatents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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