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2 Claims. 

This invention relates to racks for displaying 
merchandise, particularly canned goods and 
Similarly packaged articles, and has for its 
principal objects to provide a rack construction 
for Supporting cans at an inclined angle; and to 
provide a rack that is readily adjusted to accom 
modate cans of different sizes. 
Other important objects of the invention are 

to provide a skeleton rack that is adapted to be 
knocked down and readily assembled to form a 
strong, rigid, light-weight structure of attrac 
tive appearance; to provide the rack with can 
Supporting rails having pin ends that are en 
gageable in any one of a Series of apertures in 
the rack to vary the spacing for cans of different 
diameter; and to provide a rack that may be 
used individually or With similar racks arranged 
in rows to form a system of shelving. 
In accomplishing these and other objects of 

... the invention, as hereinafter pointed out, I have 
provided improved details of structure, the pre 
ferred form of which is illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a display rack 
constructed in accordance with the present in 
wention. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section through the 
rack. | 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section through the rack 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of One of 
the removable can Supporting rails. 

Figs. 5 and 6 are detail perspective views of 
portions of the rack, particularly illustrating the 
apertured flanged members for Selectively posi 
tioning the can supporting rails. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
designates a display rack constructed in 

accordance with the present invention and 
which includes a skeleton frame comprising end 
members 2 and 3. The end members 2 and 3 
are of identical construction and each includes 
legs 4 and 5 preferably formed of a single angle 
having one flange 6 notched at its center, as at 7, 
and bent on the other flange 8, as at 9, to form 
downwardly and outwardly diverging leg por 
tions 0 and , which extend along the sides 
of the display portions of the rack and terminate 
in vertical leg portions 2 and 3. The leg por 
tions 2 and 3 are connected at a point spaced 
above their lower end by connecting members 
4, secured to the flanges 6 by fastening devices, 

such as bolts 5. The end frames are arranged 
relatively to each other so that the flanges 9 are 
directed inwardly for connection at the apex of 

(CI, 211-49) 
the frame by horizontal angle members 6 and 

and at a point adjacent the lower ends of the 
diverging portions 0 and With angle mem 
bers 8 and 9. 
The angle members 6-7 and f-9 have 

their ends overlying the flanges and rigidly 
secured thereto by fastening devices, such as 
bolts 20. The flanges 6-T and 8-9 are 
thus arranged so that their free flanges 2 and 
22 extend outwardly to cooperate with the 
flanges 6 to form Substantially inclined rectan 
gular shaped frames forming inclined display 
sites 23. 
The outwardly directed flanges 22 of the lower 

angle members constitute ledge-like shelves for 
supportingly engaging the articles to be dis 
played, such as canned goods 24. The cans 24 
are arranged on end so that the bottom of the 
lower can rests upon the flanges 22, and the 
bottoms of the cans in the upper rows rest upon 
the tops of the cans in the next lower rows, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 1. 

In order to Support the cans with their axes 
at an inclined angle within the respective sides, 
I provide can supporting rails 25 which are illus 
trated in Fig. 4 as comprising T-shaped struc 
tural members of Sufficient length so that when 
they are arranged in parallel relation with in 
clined portions of the side frames, the lower 
ends 26 abut against the flanges 22 and their 
upper ends seatingly engage on flanges 27 of the 
upper members 6 and 7 as clearly shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2. 
The base or head flanges 28 of the T-shaped 

rails are provided at their upper ends with 
laterally extending pins 29, and the lateral or 
web flange 30 is provided at its opposite end with 
a pin 3 projecting from the end thereof as 
shown in Fig. 4. The flanges 22 of the lower 
members 8 and f9, and the flanges 27 of the 
upper members 6 and 7, are provided with a 
series of aligning apertures 32 and 33 extending 
along the length thereof to selectively receive the 
respective pins of the can Supporting rails as 
shown in Fig. 2. The base flanges 28 of the 
T-shaped rails cooperate With each other and 
with the inwardly directed flanges 8 of the end 
frames to form can Supporting seats there 
between for the respective rows of cans which 
are kept in slightly spaced relation by the webs 
30 of the respective rails, as shown in Fig. 3. 
With the structure thus described it is obvious 

that the can supporting rails may be located in 
Selective apertures to vary the Spaces therebe 
tween in accordance With the diameters of the 
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cans to be carried in the rack as ShoWn in Fig. 3. 

If cans of the same diameter are to be inserted 
on the respective sides of the rack, the pins of 
the can supporting rails are mounted in the 
equally spaced openings as shown, however, With 
the structure illustrated adjacent roWS of large 
and small cans may be arranged on the same 
side of the rack by spacing the can Supporting 
rails accordingly, the rails being in Sufficient 
number to provide Supports for the number of 
cans required to fill the rack. 
The display rack may be shipped knocked down 

and readily assembled by connecting the angle 
members - and 8-9 with their end frameS 
by inserting the fastening devices 20. The can 
supporting rails are then inserted so that the pins 
3 on the lower ends engage Within the apertures 
32 of the shelf-like ledge whereupon the upper 
ends of the rails are moved into seating engage 
ment with the flanges 27 of the upper angles f6 
and so that the pins 29 thereon enter aligning 
apeltures therein, the rails, of course, being 
spaced according to the diameter of the cans 
to be inserted. The cans are then applied. So that 
the ends are in abutting engagement, With the 
bottom of the lower can resting directly upon 
the ledge-like shelves of the lower angle members 
as clearly shown in Fig. 1 and shown in dotted 
lines in Fig. 2. When thus supported the cans 
are retained with their labels in a position where 
they are most prominent and attractive to proS 
pective customers. 
The racks assembled as described may be used 

individually for store or sidewalk displays, or they 
may be arranged in roWS to form a System of 
shelving, Such as used in the present day Self 
Service Stores. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A display rack including an Open frame 

having an upper transverse member provided With 
a series of apertures and arranged to form a rest, 

2,173,152 
a lower transverse member having Similar Series 
of apertures and arranged to form a Shelf posi 
tioned at Substantially right angles to the plane 
of the rest, means spacing said members to main 
tain a fixed relationship between the respective 
series of apertures, a plurality of laterally ad 
justable article Supporting rails having their up 
per ends Supported on said rest and their lower 
ends abutted against said shelf, said rails having 
article engaging side portions located at right 
angles to the shelf, and pins fixed to the respec 
tive ends of said rails and engageable With Select 
ed, apertures of the respective Series upon place 
ment of the rails. On Said transverse members for 
preventing lateral movement of Said rails under 
Weight of a tier of articles When seated on Said 
shelf with their sides Supported by said side 
portions. 

2. A display rack including an open frame 
having an upper transverse member forming a 
rest provided With a series of apertures, a lower 
transversely extending angle member having one 
flange thereof forming a shelf at Substantially 
right angles to the plane of said rest and the 
other' flange depending thereflon to enhance ri 
gidity of said shelf, said flange forming the shelf 
having a plurality of apertures Spaced relatively 
to the apertures in the upper transverse member, 
means Spacing said members to maintain a fixed 
relationship therebetween, a plurality of laterally 
adjustable article Supporting rails having their 
upper ends Supported upon Said rest and their 
lower ends abutting against Said shelf flange, 
Said rails being of T-shaped cross-section to pro 
Wide laterally extending article supporting flanges 
and a Separating flange, and pins projecting re 
Spectively from the rest engaging faces and the 
abutting ends of Said rails for preventing lateral 
movement of said rails when a tier of articles is 
seated on Said shelf flange with sides thereof 
Supported by the lateral flanges of adjacent rails. 

PHILIP J. BAUER. 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40. 


