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To all whom it maey concermn:

Be it known that I, ORVILLE A, STONEMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Nor--
folk, in the county of Norfolk and State of.

5 Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Trunk-Straps; and I do
hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact desecription of the invention, such
aswillenable others skilled in theart to which

10 it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to fastening means
for the ends of straps designed for securing
trunks, packages, and bundles, and which
comprise pivoted or hinged members, one of

15 the members constituting a lever to foreibly
draw the ends of the strap together, and said-
strap havingadjustable connection therewith.
to adapt its effective length or the part en-
compassing the trunk or package to the size

20 thereof. X ’

For a full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the details of construction of the means
foreffecting the resultreferenceistobe hadto

25 thefollowing description and drawings hereto
attached.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are necessarily sus-
ceptible of modification, still the preferred

30 embodiment of the invention is illustrated in

the accompanying drawings, in which— 7

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of a trunk-
strap embodying the invention. Fig. 21is a
central longitudinal section of the fastener,
showing the manner of attaching the end por-
tions of the strap thereto. Fig. 3isa perspec-
tive view of the fastener having the members
or parts thrown open. Fig. 41s a view simi-
larto Fig. 3 looking at the reverse side of the

40 fastener. :

Corresponding and like parts are referred’
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

45 The fastener is adapted for use in connec-
tion with a strap 1, of leather or textile; and
comprises members 2 and 3, pivoted or con-
nected by a hinge-joint. The member 2 is

w
e

fixed and the member 3 movable and consti-
so tutingtheoperatingor lever element for forei-
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bly drawing the endsof thestrapl close about
the trunk, package, or bundle to be secured.
The fixed member 2 consists, essentially, of
a frame or plate provided at one end with a
loop 4 and having a shoulder 5 adjacent said 55
loop for the end of the pivoted member to
abut against, said shoulder having an open-
ing for the reception of the latch-bolt 7at the
free end of the pivoted member 3 for secur-
ing the members when closed and the strap 6o
tightened about the trunk or package. Par-
allel arms 8 project from the opposite end of
the member 2, and their terminal portionsare
transversely pierced to receive the pintle rod
or bar 9, by means of which the two mem- 63
bers are pivoted or hingedly connected. A

-transverse slot 10 isprovided in the frame or
‘plate nearer the pivot end thereof to-afford
“clearance for the folded end of the strap at-

tached to the pivoted member 3 whenthe two 7o
members are closed. The frame or plate is
stiffened and reinforced at its longitudinal
edges by flanges 11, which project from the
rear side thereof a short distance and which
also serve to protect the edges of the folded 75
end portion of the strap connected tothe bar 2.
The hinged or pivoted member 3, consti-
tuting the operating or lever element, com-
prises spaced longitudinal bars 12 and a plate
13, the latter being joined at itslongitudinal 8o

1'edges to the outer or top edges of the bars12.

The bars 12 are extended beyond the inner
or pivot end of the plate 13 and overlap theend
portions of the arms 8 and are formed with
transversely-alining openings to receive the 85
outer ends of the pintle rod or bar 9. The
bars 12 are spaced apart a distance so as to
embrace the edges of the member 2 and in-
close thesame. A transverseslot 14is formed
in the plate 13 at a point ‘between its ends go

‘to receive the folded end portion of the strap

attached to the pivoted member. A cross-
bar 16 is located opposite the slot 14 and is

| supported at its ends by the bars 12 and is

adapted to lie in the fold or bight of the strap 95
attached to the member3. Alock 16 of any

pattern or make is applied to the free end of

the pivoted member 3 and is adapted to co-
operate with the outer end of the fixed mem-
ber 2 to secure the members or parts of the 100
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fastener when closed and the strap drawn
tight around the trunk, package, or bundle.
This lock comprises a latch-bolt 7, which is
spring-actuated and normally projects, there-
by enabling it to automatically lock by asnap
action when closing the member 3 upon the
member 2, the beveled end of the latch-bolt
riding upon the shoulder 5 and entering the
opening 6 when in full register therewith.
This latch-bolt is key-operated and is with-
drawn from engagement with the shouldered
end of the member 2 by means of a suitable
key 17, fitted in a keyhole 18, provided in the
plate 13, which constitutes the outer wall of
the case inclosing the operating parts of the
lock mechanism. When the pivoted or lever
member 3 is closed upon the fixed member 2,
the end thereof abuts against the shoulder 5
and the outer side of the plate 13 comesflush
with the outer side of the part of the member
2 between the loop 4 and shoulder 4. The
bars 12, embracing the edges of the member
2, prevent lateral displacement of the parts
when subjected to transverse strain or & lat-
eral blow.

The fastener admits of end portions of the
strap 1 being firmly attached thereto without
requiring the use of bueckles, rivets, or like
securing means. As shown, an end portion
of the strap is passed through the loop 4 of
the member 2, thence around the pintle rod
or bar 9, and beneath the said member, the
loose end being confined between the fixed
member and the part of the strap in the rear
of said member and between the loop 4 and
rod 9. A tension on the strap serves toclamp
the loose end tight against the member 2, the
clamping actiorn being proportionate to the
degree of lineal tension upon the strap. The

opposite end portion of the strap is passed.

through the transverse slot 14 from the outer
side of the member 3, thence around the
cross-bar 15, and back to the slot 14, the loose
end portion being clamped between the outer
part of the strap and the member 3 and the
side of the trunk, package, or bundle, around
which the strap may be drawn. Should the
strap be too loose when thé members are
closed, the proper degree of tension may be
maintained by throwing open the pivoted
member and adjusting the end portion of
the strap, so as to take up the slack and se-
cure the requisite amount of tension upon
the strap when the members of the fastener
are closed. Afterthelength of the strap has
been adjusted to the size of the trunk or
package the strap after being placed in posi-

tion is drawn tight about the trunk or pack-.

age by folding the member 3 upon the mem-
ber 2, the pivoted member automatically
locking when its end abuts against the shoul-

" der 5 and the latch-bolt comes in register with

65

the opening 6. When it is required to re-

move the strap, the lateh-bolt is withdrawn
by means of the key 17 in the manner well
understood. The folded end of the strap re-
ceiving the cross-bar 15 enters the transverse
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slot 10 when the members are closed, there-
by preventing outward pressure upon the piv-
oted member, which would be the case if said
folded end were crowded between the parts of
the fastener when closed and locked.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. In a trunk-strap, a fastener for the ends
thereof comprising a fixed member having a
shoulder near its outer end and having an
opening in the said shoulder, a second mem-
ber pivoted to the inner end of the fixed
member and adapted to close against the
shoulder thereof and having side portions to
embrace the sides of the fixed member, and
a lock applied to the outer end of the pivoted
member and adapted to abut against the said
shoulder of the fixed member and adapted to
have its latch-bolt enter the opening thereof,
substantially as set forth.

2. Atrunk-strapfastenercomprising a fixed
member having a loop at one end, spaced ex-
tensions at its opposite end and a transverse
slot at a point between its ends, a pivoted
member having a key-operated lock at one
end, spaced extensions at its opposite end

70

75

8o

85

go

overlapping the spaced extensions of the fixed .

member and a transverse slot between its
ends to register with the transverse slot of
the fixed member, a rod pivotally connecting
the overlapped portions of the said exten-
sions and adapted to lie in the fold at one end
of the strap, and a bar supported at its ends
in portions of the pivoted member and ar-
ranged to come between the transverse slots
of.the two members when closed and to lie in
the fold at the opposite end of the strap, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. A fastener for securing and drawing the
end portions of a trunk-strap together, the
same consisting of a fixed member having a
loop and a shouldered portion at one end and
having a transverse slot and projeeting arms
at the opposite end, a pivoted member com-
prising longitudinal bars and a plate joined
at its edges to the outer edges of the longi-
tudinal bars and having a transverse slot in-
termediate of its ends, the longitudinal bars
being extended beyond the inner end of the
plate and overlapping the aforementioned
arms, a pintle rod or bar connecting the over-
lapping ends of the arms and longitudinal
bars, a cross-bar located opposite the slot in
the plate of the pivoted member and adapted
to come opposite the transverse slot of the

‘fixed member when the members are closed,

and a lock applied to the outer end of the piv-
oted member and adapted to abut against and
interlock with the shouldered end portion of
the fixed member, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ORVILLE A. STONEMAN. [L s]

Witne’ssés:
I.. E. DODGE,
LuraEr I.. FENTRESS.
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