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7 Claims. (Cl. 169-31) 
For extinguishing smaller fires, especially carburetor 

fires in motor vehicles, so-called hand fire extinguishers 
are used which are easily portable and can be refilled 
after use. After opening a valve by means of a small 
hand wheel, extinguishing liquid is projected under pres 
sure and can be sprayed into the centre of the fire. 
Many hand fire extinguishers heretofore available are 

open to the objection that they are difficult to manipulate 
and must be hung in a special holding device so that they 
are in a certain position. When carrying such extin 
guishers in a motor vehicle, there is always the danger 
that, in the event of an accident, the apparatus becomes 
jammed in its holder and cannot be removed therefrom. 
Owing to the shock which many people experience at the 
outbreak of a fire, it may easily happen that the extin 
guisher is wrongly handled and does not operate; thus, 
for example, the hand wheel may, in the agitation, be 
turned the wrong way and tightened instead of being 
unscrewed. Moreover, the hand wheel is difficult to turn, 
especially when the extinguisher has not been used for 
a long while. Another disadvantage is that the com 
pressed gas container of the known extinguishers is sealed 
by stuffing boxes which become defective in the course 
of time and then allow the compressed gas to escape. If 
spring loaded valves are used, the spring can fatigue in 
time with the result that the valve seat will leak and the 
compressed gas be lost. 
The object of the invention is to overcome the above 

mentioned objections. Its aim is therefore to produce a 
practical hand fire extinguisher which is easy to operate 
and reliable and which serves at the same time as a 
defensive weapon which is of simple construction, cheap 
to produce and can be easily refilled after use, 
To solve this problem, it is proposed, according to the 

invention, to construct the hand fire extinguisher in the 
form of a pistol, the internal space of which constitutes 
a container for the extinguishing liquid, and which has a 
compressed gas device connected with the trigger and 
serving for forcing the extinguishing liquid out at the 
front end of the pistol. 
The pistol shape of the extinguisher primarily presents 

the advantage that it is possible to aim the extinguishing 
liquid accurately into the heart of the fire. In addition 
the pistol can also be used as a defensive weapon against 
attack, because the attacker will at first assume that it is 
a ball pistol and because the extinguishing liquid, for ex 
ample chloropromethane, has a similar effect to tear gas. 
By aiming the spray of extinguishing liquid, any attacker 
can be held at bay and rendered harmless at a distance of 
about 10 meters. 
The extinguisher pistol according to the invention is 

operated just like any other pistol, by pressing a trigger. 
After use, the blowout foils fitted on the apertures pro 
vided for the passage of the extinguishing liquid so that 
they cannot be damaged from outside, must be replaced 
by fresh ones so that the pistol can be refilled with ex 
tinguishing liquid. A new compressed gas cartridge must 
also be screwed into the compressed gas device. The pis 
tol can be carried without weapon permit and can be 
easily accommodated, particularly in a motor car, so that 
it is always ready at hand, for example in the glove box, 
under a seat or in a side pocket, no special holding device 
being required. 
In a further development of the invention, a riser tube 
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can be arranged in the inner space of the pistol so that 
one end extends into the pistol handle or butt and the 
other end is connected to a nozzle constituting the muzzle 
of the pistol. For closing the nozzle blowout foils are 
preferably used which are torn open at a certain pressure 
and allow the passage of the extinguishing liquid. In 
order, in the event of the nozzle failing to act, to provide 
another possible outlet for the extinguishing liquid under 
pressure, a reserve nozzle is arranged on the front end of 
the pistol under the main nozzle and is also connected up 
with the riser tube. An opening with a screw closure 
may be provided on the underside of the pistol butt for 
recharging the extinguishing liquid. The compressed gas 
device preferably consists of an exchangeable pressure 
gas container, for example an ordinary commercial car 
bonic acid gas cartridge, and of a mechanism actuated 
by the trigger for opening the compressed gas container. 
This mechanism is at the same time provided with a sys 
tem of passages through which the compressed gas can 
flow into the extinguishing liquid container. The com 
pressed gas container is closed by a blowout diaphragm 
which is pierced by a sharp-edged tube fitted on the front 
end of a striker in the opening mechanism and thus 
allows the compressed gas to escape. The front end of 
the housing for the opening mechanism may be provided 
with a screw connection piece on which the gas container 
is screwed with the aid of a laterally slotted cap nut. 
The compressed air container is preferably fitted on a 
sleeve connected with the pistol housing on which it is 
fixed by a screw. The sleeve has an admission aperture 
for the extinguishing liquid container of the pistol which 
is also covered by a blowout foil. The compressed gas 
device is protected by a cover cap which fits on the pistol 
housing. To prevent the trigger from being pulled unin 
tentionally, a special safety device may be provided on 
the piston. This safety device preferably consists of a 
pivoted angle piece which in the safety position blocks a 
shoulder on the upper end of the trigger. The angle piece 
may be held in the housing of the compressed gas device 
by means of a screw supported by a spiral spring and 
carrying an adjustable safety vane. A set screw can be 
provided in the shoulder of the trigger for adjusting the 
trigger. 

Other features of the invention will become apparent 
from the description of an embodiment of the invention 
illustrated by way of example in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

FIG. 1 shows the extinguisher pistol in longitudinal 
section; 

FIGS. 2 and 3 are top plan views of the compressed gas 
device of the pistol with the trigger in its two extreme 
positions, and 

FIG. 4 is a section through a safety device for the 
trigger, taken on line IV-IV of FIG. 2. 
The pistol illustrated in FIG. 1 consists substantially 

of a housing 1 constructed as container for the extinguish 
ing liquid and a compressed gas device 2 which is ar 
ranged below the pistol barrel. A riser tube 3 extends 
inside the pistol housing 1 with one end, on which a 
strainer 4 is fitted, projecting into the pistol butt 5. The 
other end of the riser tube 3 ends in a nozzle 6 on the 
front end 7 of the pistol. This nozzle is closed by a 
blowout foil 8 which is held in position by a tubular 
slotted nut 10 screwed into a tube length 9. A reserve 
nozzle 11, fitted under the nozzle 6 and closed by a blow 
out foil 12, communicates with the nozzle 6 through a 
connecting passage 13 and becomes operative in the 
event of failure of the nozzle 6. The blowout foil 12 
of the reserve nozzle bursts only under a somewhat higher 
pressure than the blowout foil 8 of the nozzle 6, that is 
it is made stronger than the latter. An aperture with a 
screw closure 14 is provided in the underside of the pistol 




