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NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
LA ROY GOVRO, OF NEODESHA, KANSAS, 

DEACEABLE CASKET-HANDLE, 

1,185,655. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 6, 1916. 
Application filed October 6, 1915. Serial No. 54,447. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, LA Roy GovRo, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Neo 
desha, in the county of Wilson and State of 
Kansas, have invented a new and useful De 
tachable Casket-Handle, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
The present invention appertains to han 

dles, and aims to provide a novel and im 
proved detachable handle adapted especially 
for use on caskets, although the handle may 
be used for divers purposes. 

It is the object of the invention to pro 
vide novel means for detachably applying a 
handle to a casket or other object, whereby 
the handle is not liable to be detached acci 
dentally, although it can be removed readily 
by proper manipulation thereof. 
Another object of the invention is the 

provision of a device of the character indi 
cated wherein the working parts are nor 
mally concealed so as not to encumber or 
mar the appearance of the handle, although 
the handle may be readily applied to and 
removed from the casket or object. 

It is also within the Scope of the inven 
tion to provide a device of the nature indi 
cated which is comparatively simple and in 
expensive in construction, as well as being 
convenient, practical and effective in use. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the combi 
nation and arrangement of parts and in the 
details of construction hereinafter described 
and claimed, it being understood that 
changes in the precise embodiment of the in 
vention herein disclosed can be made within 
the scope of what is claimed without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing, wherein:- - , , - 
Figure 1 is an elevation of the improved 

handle. Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken. On 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, this view being on an 
enlarged scale. Fig. 3 is an enlarged eleva 
tion of the keeper plate. Fig. 4 is a rear 
view of one of the handle plates and accom 
panying parts. 
In the drawing, there is illustrated a por 

tion of one wall of a casket 1, which may be 
taken to typify any suitable object to which 
the present handle is applicable. The cas 
ket is usually covered or faced, as at 2, With 
velvet, plush, or other material. 

In carrying out the invention, there is 

provided a keeper plate 3 secured by means 
of Screws or in any other suitable manner to 
the Outer surface of the casket or object 1, 
preferably within a recess 4 with which the 
casket is provided, so that the plate 3 is 
flush with the body of the casket. 
keeper plate 3 has an upper opening or 
slot 5 and a lower opening 6 below the open 
ing 5, the lower end of the upper opening 5 
being beveled, as at 7, with the bevel fac 
ing outwardly. The facing or covering 2 
preferably covers the keeper plate 3, but 
does not extend across the openings 5 and 
6, whereby the keeper plate is concealed as 
much as possible. The casket 1 is provided 
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with a chamber or cavity 8 in rear of the 
openings 5 and 6. There are two of the 
keeper plates 3 for each handle. 
Each handle also embodies two handle 

plates 9 preferably of ornamental appear 
ance, and each provided with a central out 
standing ear 10. The bifurcated ends 11 of 
a pair of arms 12 straddle the ears 10, and 
are pivoted thereto by means of pivot pins 
or rivets 13 engaged through the bifurcated 
ends or forks 11 of the arms 12 and the ears 
10. The free ends of the arms 12 have rings 
or collars 14 through which the ends of the 
hand hold or handle proper 15 are engaged. 
The plates 9, arms 12 and hand hold 15 may 
be ornamented or embellished in any man 
ner preferred. Each of the handle plates 9 
has a pair of openings 16 at the opposite 
sides of the ear 10 for receiving the branches 
formed by the respective bifurcated portion 
or fork 11, and the bifurcated portion 11 is 
provided above the pivot 13 with inwardly 
projecting Spurs or lugs 17 projecting rear 
wardly from the plate 9. 
Each of the handle plates 9 is provided 

with a rearwardly projecting integral hook 
18, the bill or end of which projects, up 
wardly, and has its forward face beveled or 
inclined, as at 19. The hook 18 is inserti 
ble rearwardly through the opening 6 of the 
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respective keeper plate 3, whereby the plate. 
9 in being moved upwardly will bring the 
beveled face 19 of the hook into contact 
with the rear face of the keeper plate 3, for 
drawing the handle plate 9 toward and 
against the keeper plate 3. 

Each plate 9 is also provided with a rear 
Wardly projecting ear 20 in rear of the ear 
11, and a hook-shaped latch 21 has a bifur 
cated end pivoted, as at 22, to the ear 20. 
The free end or bill of the latch 20 projects 
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downwardly toward the hook 18, and the 
latch 21 is insertible through the opening 5 
of the respective keeper plate 3 to drop in 
back of the keeper plate, as illustrated in 
Fig. 2. 
The latch 21 is spring pressed, and to this 

end a wire or equivalent spring 23 has one 
end secured, as at 24, to the back of the 
plate 9 above the bifurcated end or portion 
11 of the respective arm 12, and the free end 
of the spring 23 bears against the rounded 
face 25 of the latch 21. The spring 23 has 
a coil 26 to increase the resiliency of the 
spring. The spring bears downwardly 
against the latch 21, and thereby normally 
swings the latch downwardly. 
The latches 21 have flat faces 27 above 

their pivots 22, upon which faces the lugs 
17 are adapted to rest, when the hand hold 
15 is swung away from the casket 1 where 
by the latches 21 are held in holding po 
sitions. 
To apply the handle to the casket 1, the 

plates 9 are brought adjacent the keeper 
plates 3, with the arms 12 in depending or 
pendant position, and the free ends of the 
latches 21 are brought against the bevels 7 
of the keeper plates. The handle plates 9 
are then moved downwardly, the latches 21 
being held by the bevels 7, so that the latches 
21 are swung upwardly relative to the plates 
9. The hooks 18 are then brought down 
wardly into alinement with the openings 6, 
and the plates 9 are forced rearwardly to 
move the hooks 18 through said openings 6, 
so that the hooks can engage in rear of the 
keeper plates. The plates 9 in being forced 
rearwardly will cause the latches 21 to Snap 
through the openings 5, and then by moving 
the plates 9 upwardly, the inclined faces 19 
of the hooks 18 bear against the rear sides 
of the keeper plates 3 for wedgedly securing 
the plates 9 to the casket. The latches 21 
will spring downwardly to engage in rear 
of the plates 3, which will assistinholding the 
handle plates 9 in place, and this will also 
assist in lifting the plates 9 for holding the 
hooks 18 in engagement therewith. Then, 
when the hand hold 15 is grasped and moved 
outwardly, the lugs 17 in bearing upon the 
faces 27 of the latches 21, will limit the up 
Ward movement of the hand hold, and fur 
thermore, this will prevent the latches 21 
from swinging upwardly. As a conse 
quence, the latches 21 cannot be accidentally 
disengaged from the keeper plates 3 when 
the hand hold is swung outwardly. 
To remove the handle, the arms 12 are 

swung downwardly to remove the lugs 17 
from the latches 21, which permits the 
latches to swing upwardly, and the plates 9 
are then slid downwardly, to allow the hooks 
18 to be retracted through the openings 6. 
The plates 9 are then raised to disengage 
the hooks 18 from the keeper plates, and the 
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latches 21 may then be retracted out of the keeper plates. During the removal of the 
handle from the casket, as well as during the 
application of the handle to the casket, the 
handle must be left in a depending position, 
to allow the latches 21 to swing. Otherwise 
the handle cannot be applied or removed. 
The advantages of the device will Sug 

gest themselves from the foregoing taken in 
connection with the drawing, it being evi 
dent that one set of handles may be used re 
peatedly, since they can be readily applied 
to the caskets before interment, the handles 
being removed before the casket is lowered 
into the grave. It will be evident by refer 
ence to Figs. 1 and 2, that the Working parts 
are concealed in back of the handle plates 9, 
so that the appearance of the handle is not 
destroyed or marred by any objectionable 
protuberances. - 

Having thus described the 
what is claimed as new is: 

1. in a device of the character described, a 
keeper plate having upper and lower open 
ings, a handle plate having a rearwardly pro 
jecting hook movable through the lower 
opening, the bill of the hook projecting up 
wardly into contact with the rear side of 
the keeper plate by an upward movement, a 
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hook-shaped latch pivoted to the handle 
plate to swing upwardly and downwardly 
and projecting rearwardly therefrom to 
move through the upper opening, and a 
spring to swing said latch downwardly to 
engage in rear of the keeper plate. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
a keeper plate having upper and lower open 
ings, the upper opening having its lower 
end beveled, a handle plate having a rear 
Wardly projecting hook movable through 
the lower opening, the bill of the hook pro 
jecting upwardly and having a beveled face 
to contact with the rear side of the keeper 
plate, a hook-shaped latch pivoted to the 
handle plate to swing upwardly and down 
Wardly and projecting rearwardly there 
from to engage said beveled end of the up 
per opening and to move through said open 
ing, and a spring attached to the handle 
plate and bearing downwardly upon the 
latch to Swing the same downwardly to en 
gage in rear of the keeper plate. 

3. In a device of the character described, 
a keeper plate having an opening, a handle 
plate having a hook engageable through 
said opening with the keeper plate, a latch 
carried by one of said plates and engage 
able with the other for holding the plates 
assembled, and an arm pivoted to the han 
dle plate and having means for holding said 
latch in place when the arm is swung. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
a keeper plate having two openings, a han 
dle plate having a hook engageable through 
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a hook-shaped latch pivoted to the handle 
plate to move through the other opening. 
and to swing toward said hook for holding 
the plates assembled, and an arm pivoted to 
the handle plate, said arm and latch having 
coöperable means whereby when said arm 
is swung it will hold the latch in engage 
ment with the keeper plate. 

5. In a device of the character described, 
a keeper plate having upper and lower open 
ings, a handie plate having a rearwardly 
projecting hook engageable through the 
lower opening and having its bill projecting 
upwardly, said handle plate having an out 
standing ear and a rearwardly projecting 
ear in rear of Said outstanding ear, a hook 
shaped latch having a bifurcated end piv 
oted to the rearwardly projecting ear, said 
latch being movable rearwardly through the 

upper opening to swing downwardly into 
engagement with the keeper plate, and an 
arm having a bifurcated portion straddling 
and pivoted to the outstanding ear, the han 
dle plate having openings at the opposite 
side of Said outstanding ear for accommo 
dating said bifurcated portion of said arm, 
and said bifurcated portion having rear 
Wardly projecting lugs movable 
Wardly upon the latch for holding the latch. 
in engagement With the keeper plate. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. 

LA ROY GOVRO. 
Witnesses: 

B. H. GooDSON, 
E. H. MERKLE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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