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UNITED STATES 
THOMAS J. HARTMAN, 

1,514,459 
PATENT OFFICE. 
OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

SHOULDER PAD. 

Application filed March 12, i923. Serial No. 624,529. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAs J. HARTMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and 

5 State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Shoulder Pads, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

shoulder pads especially adapted for use by 
10 foot-ball players and the like, and has for its 

object the provision of an improved construc 
tion of this character especially adapted and 
arranged for the protection of the arm sockets 
of joints of the wearer and affording perfect 

15 freedom of movement of the arms, the pres 
ent invention being an improvement on that 
disclosed in my prior Patent No. 1,310,477 
granted July 22, 1919. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 

20 The invention consists in the combinations 
and arrangements of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
25 forming a part of this specification, and in 

which, 
Fig. 1, is a front view of a shoulder pad 

embodying the present invention; 
Fig. 2, is an enlarged top plan view of one 

30 side thereof; 
Fig. 3, is a view similar to Fig. 2, but 

showing the gap guard Swung upwardly, and 
Fig. 4, is a section taken on line 4-4 of 

Fig. 2. 
The preferred form of construction as il 

lustrated in the drawings, comprises two 
lower felt strips 5 adapted to pass over the 
shoulders of the wearer and each carrying on 
its top a strip of hard leather 6 stitched 

40 thereto. The leather strips 6 are laced to 
gether by means of lacing 7 at the front and 
rear and Suitable straps provided for secur 
ing the pad about the body of the wearer 
whereby a sort of upper jacket or large col 

45 lar is provided. A shoulder joint cap, sub 
stantially in shallow cup form and consist 
ing of an uppel' hard leather piece 8 and a 
lower felt piece 10 stitched together as shown 
and connected by flexible straps 9 with the 

50 corresponding edges of the shoulder strap 
6, one of the shoulder joint caps being pro 
vided at each side as shown. Each shoulder 
joint cap is provided with a strap 11 adapt 
ed to pass under the arm of the Wearer to 

55 hold the same in place and the inner edge 12 
of each cap is made outwardly curved in 

3 5 

form as shown. A gap guard 13 consisting 
of a strip of hard leather is arranged to cover 
the gap thus formed between the shoulder 
guard and the joint guard, said gap guard 
being connected by a piece of fiexible webbing 
14 with the corresponding leather guard 6 at 
a point located some distance back from the 
edge as shown. 
By this arrangement a shoulder pad is pro 

vided which will afford adequate protection 
and at the same time permit of the greatest, 
possible freedom of movement. The illne' 
edges 12 of the joint caps are made outwardly 
curved in form so as to permit of free up 
Ward Swinging thereof as indicated in dotted 
lines in Fig. 4. it will be noted that each 
leather strip 6 is necessarily upwardly curved 
to pass over the shoulder and this outward 
concavity of the inner edges of the shoulder 
caps permits of such upward swinging with 
out contact with the corresponding leather 
guard 6. This flexibility permits the wearer 
to extend his arms freely upwardly. The 
gap guard 13 covers the gap between the 
shoulder cap and the main guard and thus protects the underlying parts. 
While have illustrated and described the 

preferred form of construction for carrying 
my invention into effect, this is capable of 
variation and modification without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. I, 
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the 
precise details of construction set forth, but 
desire to avail myself of such variations and 
modifications as come within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
Having described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. The combination with a guard curved 
to fit on top of the shoulder, of a shoulder 
ioint cap flexibly connected with said guard, 
the inner edge of said cap being outwardly 
curved in form to form a recess fitting over 
the shoulder guard when swung upwardly, 
substantially as described. 

2. The combination with a guard curved 
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to fit on the top of the shoulder, of a shoul 
der joint cap flexibly connected with said 
guard, the inner edge of Said cap being out 
wardly curved in form to form a recess fit 
ting Over the shoulder guard when swung 
upwardly; and a flexibly mounted guard 
member overlying the gap between the shoul 
der guard and cap, substantially as de 
scribed. 
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3. A shoulder pad comprising a guard 
adapted to rest on top of the shoulder. Said 
guard consisting of a lower felt portion and 
an upper hard leather portion: a shoulder 
joint cap Substantially in cup form and con 
sisting of a lower felt portion and an upper 
hard leather portion, the inner edge of said 
cap being outwardly curved in for in; and a 
fiexible strap connection between said cap 
and said guard, Substantially as described. 

4. A shoulder pad comprising a guard 
adapted to rest on top of the shoulder, said 
guard consisting of a lower felt portion and 
an upper hard eatheir portion; a shoulder 
joint cap substantially in cup form and con 
sisting of a lowe' felt portion and an upper 
hard leather portion, the inner edge of said 
cap being outwardly cu'ved in form; a flexi 
he strap connection between said cap and 
said girl I'd; a cap guard inell be: consisting 
of a strip of hard leather overlying the gap 
hetween said first anentioned gard and said 
cap; and a flexible strap connection between 
said cap guard member and said first men 
tioned guard member and attached to said 
second guard member at a distance from the 
outer edge thereof, substantially as de 
scribed. 

5. The combination with a shoulder guard 
member adapted to rest on top of the shoul 
der, of a joint cap member flexibly connect 
ed with said guard member; a gap guard 
overlying the gap between said cap and 
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shoulder guard members and composed of 
relatively stiff and hard material; and a 
flexible strap mounting for said gap guard 
of relatively soft and flexible material, said 
strap having one end Secured to said gap 
guard and the other end secured to one of 
said members at a point located well back 
from the gap between the shoulder guard 
and the cap member's, substantially as de 
scribed. 

6. The combination with a guard member 
adapted to rest upon the top of a shoulder, 
of a shoulder joint cap member flexibly con 
nected to said guard by means of a flexible 
strap, said shoulder guard and cap being 
made of a relatively stiff and hard material, 
and said strap of relatively soft and flexible 
material; a gap guard Overlying the gap be 
tween said cap and shoulder guard and com 
posed of relatively stift and hard material; 
and a fiexible strap Yaounting for said gap 
guard, said flexible strap being of compara 
tively soft and flexible material and at 
tached to said shoulder guard at a distance s 

from the gap between it and said cap, sub 
stantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

THOMAS ... HARTMAN. 
Witnesses: 

JosFIUA R. H. PoTTs, 
CLARENCE E. THREEDY. 
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