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HARRY D. ALLEN, OF WATERLOO, IOWA.

BANK-BILL BINDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 467,967, dated February 2, 1892,
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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, HARRY D. ALLEN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Water-
100, in the county of Black Iawk and State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Currency-Binders; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, suchas
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention has for its object to provide
a simple and serviceable binder for currency,
bank-bills, and similar flexible packages. To
this end I employ a strip of some flexible ma-
terial, such as paperhaving aseries of straight
transverse slits on one end and a backwardly
single extended tongue on the other. In vir-
tue of this construction the ends may be made
to overlap and be secured by simply passing
the tongue downward through one of theslits.
Pressure from the elasticity of the bills will
prevent upward displacement and the hook-
like engagement of the parts will prevent
the ends from separating lateraliy. The se-
ries of slits adapts the binders to different-
sized packages.

The device is readily stamped out of paper
and very cheaply made. .

Tn the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of the device detached. Fig.2is
an end elevation of the same, showing the
manner of engaging the ends of the strip.
Tig. 3 is a sectional elevation showing the
final position of the parts, and Tig. 4 isa plan
view showing the application to a package.

A is the strip, o the transverse slits on one

end of the same, and b the tongue at the

other. This tongue is conveniently formed
by simply severing on three sides a part of
the strip by a suitable stamp or otherwise.

B represents a packade of bank-notes or
other similar papers.

The application is evident. The strip is
passed about the package with the tongue-
carrying end overlapping the slitted end.
When drawn to the requisite tightness, the
tongue is passed downward through one of
1he slits and backward under the slitted end.
The package is then allowed to assume its
natural form and the elasticity therefrom will
hold the tongne flat against the under side of

the slitted end. The package is in this man-
ner securely and equally bound. No adhe-
sivematerial, pin, or metallic claspis required.
When used for bank-notes, the strip may be
stamped with the value of the package and
the name of the bank. Byactualusagelhave
found this a convenient and reliable device.
It should be particularly noted that the
transverseslitsarestraight and that the back-
wardly-extended tongueis flexible and of suf-
ficient length to pass downward through any
selected slit and underlap the slitted end or
overlapped parts of the binder. In virtue of
this fact the elasticity of the packageholdsthe
tongue flat against the under surface of the
overlapped parts of the binder, thereby pre-
venting it from being turned backward and
the parts from becoming disen gaged, as would
otherwise naturally result. .
Another fact to be noted is that the fasten-
ing is equally secure in any slit, provided only
that the binder be drawn sufficiently tight to

‘permit or cause the elasticity of the package

to come into effect. The tongue will under-
lap to the same extent, whether its engage-
ment be with the outermost, innermost, or
any other of the slits.

The binder is made of a length approxi-
mately three times the width of a bank-bill,
and an outer third thereof is provided with
the transverse slits. Hence the binder will
apply either to a single bill or many bills.
Such a binder, properly made, will bind any
currency-package of from one to three hun-
dred separate bills.

Another resulting advantage of the con-
struction is that when the parts are in posi-
tion there are no projecting ends. There is
therefore nothing to catch, tear, or disengage
under rough usage.

It is obvious that this binder may be used
over and over again.

Though primarily designed for bank-bills
and described as applied thereto, it will be
readily understood that the device is gener-
ally applicable to all kinds of small packages
of flexible material—such, for example, as
gloves, laces, samples of cloth, &e.

What T claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is as follows:

A binder for currency and similar flexible
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packages, consisting of a strip of flexible ma-
terial having adjacent to one end a series of
straight transverse slits and at the other a
single backwardly-extended flexible tongue
of sufficient length to pass down through the
selected slit and underlap the slitted end of
the binder, whereby the parts are held in po-
sition by the elasticity of the package.

467,867

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HARRY D. ALLEN.

Witnesses:
FrANK J. EIGHMEY,
EminL BrLowss.




