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This invention relates to means for sealing
wrappers or packages so that they may be
easily and conveniently opened when desired.

It is the object of my invention to provide

& sealing means by which two adjacent or over-
lapping portions of covering or wrapping
material may be firmly secured together but
in such manner that they may be quickly
separated without the use of a knife or other

10 tool.
In its preferred form, my invention com-

prises a strip of sealing material having
spaced longitudinal edge portions thereof

treated with a suitable gum or adhesive 'and
18 having a central non-adhesive portion be-
tween said adhesive edge portions: .
The non-adhesive middle portion consti-
tutes a tearing or severing strip which may be
readily removed, thus freeing the adjacent
20 edges of the wrapper or pacl?:age. The re-
moval of the tearing sttip may be facilitated
by providing one or more ’cags by which it

may be more easily grasped, and also by scor- .

ing or perforating the sealing strip longitudi-
W nally between the adhesive and non-adhesive
portions. ‘

My invention further relates to arrange-
ments and combinations of parts which will
be hereinafter described and more particu-

80 larly pointed out in the appended claims.

A preferred form of the invention and cer-
tain modifications and developments thereof
are shown in the drawings in which

Fig. 1is a'plan view of a portion of a pack-
age or wrapping having my improved sealing
strip applied thereto;

- Fig. 2is a transverse sectional view, taken
along the line 2—2 in Fig. 1;
Fig. 8 is a plan view of a portion of a seal-
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tions; - .

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing longitudi-
nal scoring of the sealing strip;

Fig. 5 is a plan view of an additional modi-
fication, adapted to be' manufactured in a

- continuous strip or roll; ‘

Fig. 6 is a plan view of an additional modi-
fication involving the use of a supplementary
severing member; and

45

50

ing strip provided with longitudinal perfora--

Fig. 7 is a sectional view, taken along the
line 7—7 in Fig, 6.

Referring particularly to Figs. 1 and 2, I
have shown my invention applied to a con-
tainer or wrapping having an outer portion
8 overlapping an under portion 9. The edge
of the under portion is indicated at 10 and
obviously may be extended any distance with-

-in the outer portion 8.

My improved sealing strip S is applied
along the edge of the overlapping portion 8
and comprises a strip of suitable material
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provided with adhesively treated or gummed -

portions 11 along éach longitudinal edge
thereof.

The middle portion 14 of the strip S is not
treated with adhesive and when in use does
not attach itself to the wrapper or container
to which the strip is applied. ’

It will be evident that a sealing strip as
above described, when applied to a wrapper
or container, will firmly secure the overlap-
ging or adjacent parts together and will ef-

ectively seal the package, while at the same
time the wrapper or package may be readily
opened by removing the middle portion 14.

This may be readily done, due to the fact
that the middle portion is not treated with ad-
hesive and thus constitutes an eflective tear-
ing strip. The removal of this strip 14 is
facilitated by providing an extension 15 at
one or both ends of the portion 14, this ex-
tension forming a tab by which the portion
14 may be readily grasped and torn away
from the adhesive portions 11. After this
is donme, the overlapping portion 8 of the
wrapper is entirely free and the package may
be opened or unfolded.

Certain modifications of my invention are
shown in Figs. 3 to 7, to which reference will
now be made. '

In'Fig. 3 I have indicated the provision
of longitudinal lines of perforations 16 be-
tween the adhesive and non-adhesive por-
tions, which facilitate the removal of the tear-
ing strip and assure the severing thereof
along the desired lines.

In Fig. 4 T have indicated the attainment
of similar results by scoring the strip longi-
tudinally, as indicated at 17,
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The form shown in Fig. 5 is particularly
designed for production in continuous strips
or rolls and in this form adjacent tabs 18,
separated by an opening 19, are provided.

s A strip thus constructed may be cut or torn

‘from a continuous roll and the tearing strip

may be removed by starting at the middle of

its length and tearing toward each end

thereof. .

10 . In Fig. 6 I have indicated a fprm of my
invention in which a separate strip 21 is se-
cured to the under side of a sedling strip S,
the strip 21 being preferably gummed to the
strip S’ along the middle portion thereof,
18 but substantially separated from the adhesive
; areas 11, The strip 21 may be extended to
* provide a tab 15* and the strip may be readily
"severed as previously described.

While I have shown my improved sealing
means as applied to a package having an
overlapping covering, it will be evident that
the invention is equally applicable to fibre
board boxes and other containers in which
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the edges to be secured abut rather than -

overlap.

Having thus described my invention and
the advantages thereof, I do not wish to, be
~ limited to the details herein disclosed, other-
" wise than as set forth in the claims, but what
30 I claim. is:—
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1. A sealed package comprising a container

having an edge portion thereof adjacent some
other portion of said container, and a separate
sealing means consisting of a sheet having
two integral, longitudinally extended edge
portions secured to said two adjacent por-
tions of said container respectively, and a
middle longitudinal portion integral with
said edge portions, said middle portion of
said sealing means being free from said con-
tainer but overlying the extreme outer cdge
of one portion thereof, said free portion of
the sealing means having an integral tab by
means of which it may be readily grasped
and severed from said attached portions of
the sealing means. ,

2. As an article of manufacture, a sealing
strip consisting of a sheet having integral,
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longitudinally extended edge portions treat-
ed with adhesive, and having its longitudinal -

0
middle portion free from adhesive, said

-middle portion being integral with said edge
portions, and provided with an integral tab
by means of which said middle portion may
be - conveniently detached from said edge
portions. ' :
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said edge portions, and said sheet befng pro-
vided with weakened tearing lines longitudi-

nally extended between said middle-portion

and said edge portions. '

4. In a sealing strip, a plurality of body ¥

elements each comprising a single sheet hav-

ing an intermediate portion and plural edge
portions integral witﬁ said intermediate por-
tion, one of said edge portions being provided
with an adhesive area adapted when mois-
tened to engage adjacent the line of june-
ture, the overlapping surface of a package
wrapper, and the other edge portion bein
provided with an adhesive area and adapte
to engage "the overlrpping surface thereof,
the said intermediate portion being non-ad-
hesive and having means integral therewith,
to which force may be applied for tearin
awey said intermediaie portion from sauid
edge portions, said body elements being par-
tially separated from each other by cutouts.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
affixed my signature. ‘

CHARLES H. AMES.

8. As an article of manufacture, a sealing

strip consisting of a sheet having integral,

longitudinally extended edge portions treated

with adhesive, and having its longitudinal

middle portion free from adhesive, said -

middle portion being integral with said edge
-portions, and extended at one end to provide
an integral tab by means of which said middle

8 portion may be conveniently detached from
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