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Toall 'LJ/’zomzt may concern:

Be it known that I, Awserr HETzNER, 2
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding 'at Chicago, in ‘the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in- Toy
Amusement  Apparatus, of which the fol-
lowing is a spemﬁca,tmn

This invention relates to that class of toys
in which a car or the like has rapid down-
ward travel in a track of a -tortuous or

- curved formation, and has for its objects:—
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To provide a- structural formation and
combination of ‘parts whereby a sectional
and folding structure is provided capable of
ready assemblage, disassemblage and com-
pact storage when not required for use, and
with which an effective connection and brac-
ing of the parts is attained in the assembled
condition thereof.

To provide a simple switch-back construc-

“tion of the track portlon of the structure

whereby an automatic return of the car is
effected in an efficient manner.

To provide -a structural track formation
adapted to provide a cheap and durable
construction with which the ends of the
sectiong of track are readily and securely
connected together, all as will. herelnafter
more fully appear.

In the accompanying drawing:

Fig. 1, is a pelspectlve view 111ustratmcr
the gene’ ral arrangement of parts in the
present improvement and in an assembled
condition ready for use.

Fig. 2, is a top view of the same.

Fig. 3, is a detail vertical section of the
track and its folding brace.

Tig. 4, is an enla,rcred detail perspectlvv
view of the startmg tucrgel at one end of

the track.
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Fig. 5, is an enla,rrred transverge sectional
elevation on a plane cutting. the center of
the circular loop portion of the track.

Like reference numerals indicate like parts
in the several views.

Referring to the dr awing, 1 designates the
supporting base, preferably of the rectangu-
lar sectional plate metal form shown; with
the side rails thereof formed into a plurahty
of two or more sections, adapted to be se-
cured together as a single rigid base struc-
ture by means of overlapping ends having
aligned lateral pins and orifices 2, and Wlth
aligned orifices 3 adapted to receive in a
detachable manner the laterally bent lower

Serial No. 53%,612.

~ ends of the central track brace herelnatte"

described. .

4 designates the seotional main track of
thev inclined and tortuous formation here-
mafter described, and. formed of strips of
sheet metal the margins of which are formed
with rolls or beads 5 which embrace wire
cores 6 to constitute a double line of rail-
way rails as shown. In the sectional forma-
tion of the present improvement, the wire
core 6 is omitted from one end of a track
section to leave a tubular recess, and the
wire cores 6 project from the adjacent end
of another track section, so that with the
insertion of the deseribed projecting por-
tions of the cores into the bore of the roll
or bend 5 of the other section, a simple, sub-
stantial and detachable connection of the
parts is attained ‘LS illustrated more par-
ticularly in Fig. 4

The sectional track 4 of the present im-

provement comprises, an elevated horizon-

tal starting portion or platform 7; an ex-.

tended inclined portion 8, descendmo from
the platform 7 to a pomt adjacent “to the
mid length of the base 1; a longitudinally
extendlng and spirally axrancred circular
loop portion 9, detachably connected to
lower end of the inclined portion 8:in man-
ner hereinafter described with the track
rails arranged in the interior  of said cir-
cular loop p01t10n a pair of aligned in-
clined portions 10 and 10" in- spaced or
gapped relation as shown, with the end of
the portion. 10 connecting with the adjacent

. end of the circular loop 9 in the above men-

tioned detachable manner and with the re-
mote end of the other portion 10’ having
an inclined lateral offset 11; a laterallv
and downwardly inclined return portion 12
connecting with the aforesaid offset 11 as
shown more particularly in Fig. 2, and an
approximately horizontal portlon 18 .in
aligned relation to the portion 12 and detach-
fxbly connected thereto in.manner above re-
ferred to.. The portions or sections 12 and
13 constitute a return track for the automatic
return of a toy car 14 or the like, and adapt-
ed to conduct said car to a point beneath the
starting platform 7 aforesaid, for con-
venient transfer by hand to said starting
platform for a succeeding operation of the
apparatus.

15 designates a pivoted trigger plate
mounted transversely at an end of the plat-
form 7 and adapted to provide means, under
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the control of the operator for LVlng a
more or less energetic starting push to: the
car 14 in the startlncr the same in its travel
upon the track 4. Wlth the described con-
struction the extended inclined portion &

of the track is adapted to impart added

momentum to the car 14 sufficient to carry
the same around the circular loop portien
9 and from thence along the track por-
tions- 10, 10’ and across The gap between
the same. As the car 14 reaches the in-
clined offset portion 11 it drops onto the
remote end of the inclined portion 12, upon
which it moves by gravity and momentum
along said portion and the portion 13 to a
position beneath- the starting platform 7
aforesaid.

16 designates an arched brace of wire, the
apex of which has: detachable connection
with the crown of the loop portion 9, with
the lower ends-of its spreading arms formed
with laterally extending prongs or bends 17
adapted to engage in the heretofore de-
scribed aligned “orifices 3 of the overlapping
side rails of the sectional base 1 to secure

" the parts together in assembled relation.

18 deslomte a series of braces or sup-
ports of a V or arched shape hinged to dif-
ferent portions of track 4 and hmvmo' at
their lower ends prongs or bends adapted
to engage in orifices formed therefor in the
bars or plates which constitute the base 1

- of the apparatus.

Having thus fully descmbed my invention,
what T claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

1. In an amusement apparatus, the combi-
nation of a sectional track adapted to sup-
port a moving car and formed with an
aligned startmo platform, a main inclined
port1on an mtermedmte loop portion and
secondary inclined portions, a supporting
base formed in sections having overlapping
ends, lateral stud and orifice connections
for said ends, and an arched brace engaging
the crown of the loop portion of the track

and having prongs al its lower ends for

engagement in aligned orifices in the over-
lapplno ends of the track sections.

2. In an amusement apparatus, the com-
bination of a track adapted to support a

- moving car and formed with an aligned

starting platform, a main inclined portlon
and intermediate loop portion, and second
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ary inclined portions, said track compris-
ing sections of sheet ‘metal having folded
margms enclosing wire cores and constltut—

ing the side 1‘1113 of the track, and a base

suppm ting the track.

In an amusement apparatus, the com-
bmatlon of a track adapted to support a
moving car and formed with an aligned
starting platform, a main inclined portion,
and intermediate loop portion, and second-
ary inclined portions, said track comprising
sections of sheet metal having folded mar-
gins enclosing wire cores and constituting
the side rails of the track, the end of one
track section having its cores removed to
provide receiving sockets and the end of
an adjacent track section its wire cores pro-
jecting to engage in said sockets, and a base
supporting the track.

4. In an amusement apparatus, the com-
bination of a track adapted to support a
moving car and formed with an aligned
starting platform, a main inclined portion,
and intermediate loop portion, and second-
ary inclined portions having at a remote end
an inclined offset, a- return track compris-
ing a downwardly inclined and aligned
horizontal portion, and a base supporting
the tracks.

5. In an amusement apparatus, the com-
bination ‘of a track adapted to support a
moving car and formed with an aligned
starting platform, a main inclined portion,
and intermediate loop portion, and second-
ary inclined portions separated by a 2ap,
the remote end of one of said secondary in-
clined portions having ‘an inclined offset, a
return track comprising a downwardly in-
clined and aligned horizontal portion, and
a base supportlnb said tracks.

6. In an amusement apparatus, the com-
bination of a track adapted to supnort a
moving car and formed with an' aligned
stflrtmg platform, a main inclined portion,
and intermediate loop portion, and second-
ary inclined' portions, a plurality of fu'ched
braces pivotally connected tosaid track with
their lower ends formed with lateral prongs,
and a supporting base formed for detachable

engagement with said prongs.

§1g11ed at Chicago, Tllinois, this 25th day
of Febrmry, 1922,

ALBERT HET7 N‘?‘R
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