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My invention relates to locking means for elec 
tric cords for preventing their accidental discon 
nection from wall plugs, and it has for its object 
the provision of a new and improved form and 
arrangement of parts whereby a cord can 3e 
readily secured releasably in Operative relation 
ship to an outlet box. For attaining my desired 
result, I have provided a retainer clip in the 
form of a cup-shaped sheet metal hood split at 
one side so as to enable it to be spread to the 
necessary extent for forcing it into operative en 
gagement with the cord adjacent to the plug cap 
to which the end of the cord is attached, such 
hood member being provided with outwardly ex 
tending lugs at opposite sides which are capable 
of being brought into detachable engagement 
with wings in forwardly offset relation to the face 
of the Wall plate which covers the mouth of the 
outlet box. For making the clip readily engage 
able with the wings of the plate, and clip is 
made So as to be easily rotatable with respect 
to the plug cap and the wings are open at one 
side So as to receive the lugs slidably into posi 
tion as the hood is rotated with respect to the 
plug cap. 

It is another object of my invention to improve 
devices of this type in sundry details hereinafter 
pointed out. The preferred means by which I 
have accomplished my several objects are illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a face view of a portion of wall having 
an outlet box secured therein, and with a cord 
attached to the outlet box and held in position 
by my improved means. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical cross sectional view taken 
Substantially at line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the wall plate 
shown in Figs, l and 2. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the hood member 
forming a part of my improved construction; and 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the hood member 
from a different angle, with the hood spread 
slightly as for application to a cord., 

Referring now to the several figures of the 
drawing, in which corresponding parts are indi 
cated by the same reference characters, indi 
cates a wall of any approved type having an open 
ing therein within which an outlet box 2 of 
any approved type is secured by means of a re 
taining strap 3 or in any other suitable manner, 
In the arrangement shown, the usual receptacle 

is secured in position by means of a metal 
strap 5 secured by screws 6 to lugs extending 
outwardly from the ends of the box 2. Upon the 
front face of the box 2 and the receptacle 4, 
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there is the usual wall plate 8, secured in post 
tion by means of screws 9 taking into the strap 
5. 
The parts above described are all of any ap 

proved type, except that the plate 8 is provided 
with outwardly offset wing portions 20 at oppo 
site sides of the usual opening through the plate, 
Such Wing portions being open at one side so as 
to receive retaining lugs slidably into engage 
ment thereWith. In the arrangement shown in 
Fig. 1, the Wing 20 at the top is open at the left, 
while the wing 20 below is open at the right. 

In Fig. 2, I have shown an electric cord 2 
provided with the ordinary plug cap 22 on its end 
portion, the prongs 23 of such plug cap being 
mounted in the receptacle 4 of the outlet box 
in the ordinary manner. About the plug cap 22, 
there is mounted a cup-shaped hood 24 formed of 
sheet metal pressed into shape and split at one 
side as indicated at 25 in Fig. 4 for enabling the 
hood to be spread slightly against the resiliency 
of the metal for application to a cord such as 
the cord 2 as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. At oppo 
site sides, the hood member 24 is provided with 
outwardly extending lugs 26 which are engage 
able with the Wings 20 of the plate 8, as is best 
shown in Fig. 2. 
As will be readily understood, the cup-shaped 

hood member 24 is readily applicable to an ord 
nary extension cord adjacent to the plug cap 22 
in Substantially the relation as shown in Fig. 2. 
As is clearly shown in said figure, the opening at 
the center of the hood member 24 is of such size 
as to cause the hood to grip the cord 2 lightly 
for holding the hood normally in operative rela, 
tion to the plug cap 22 as shown. In use, the cap 
22 is connected in the usual manner with the re 
ceptacle 4 by pushing the prongs 23 directly into 
engaging position, whereupon the hood member 
24 is rotated in clockwise direction in Fig. for 
bringing the lugs 26 of the hood member into en 
gagement with the wings 20 of the plate. The 
arrangement is such that the lugs 26 have a fric 
tional engagement with the wings so as normally 
to hold the retainer clip 24 in adjusted holding 
position as shown in Figs, 1 and 2, When how 
ever it is necessary to disconnect the cord from 
the outlet box, the hood or clip member 24 is 
readily rotatable in counterclockwise direction 
in Said Fig, for disengaging the lugs 26 for 
the Wings 20 so as to permit the cord to be dis 
connected in the usual manner, 
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While I prefer to employ the arrangement as 
shown in the drawing and as above described, it 
is to be understood that my invention is not lin, 

  



ited thereto except so far as the claims may be 
SQ inited, it being understood that changes 
might well be made in the form and arrangement 
of the parts without departing from the spirit 
of my invention. 

claim: 
1. Locking means for electric cords, compris 

ing in combination a hood member shaped Sub 
stantially to fit the plug cap of a cord and Split 
at one side portion so it may be positioned readily 
around the cord and in self-conformable en 
gagement with the plug cap by spreading the hood 
slightly against the force of its resiliency, a wall 
plate associated With the usual type of Wall 
socket having wings struck up from the surface 
thereof in outwardly offset relation to the face 
thereof, and lugs extending outwardly from said 
hood at opposite sides thereof in position to en 
gage said wings. 

2. Locking means for electric plug caps and 
Sockets of the class described herein, comprising 
in combination a hood member shaped substan 
tially to fit the plug cap of a cord and split at one 
side portion so as to be positioned readily around 
the cord and in engagement with the plug cap 
by spreading the hood slightly against the force 
of its resiliency, an interchangeable wall plate 
apertured to permit access to said socket and 
having struck up wings on opposite sides of said 
aperture, and lugs extending outwardly from said 
hood at opposite sides thereof in position to en 
gage frictionally the underside of said wings and 
the outer surface of said face plate upon rotary 
movement of the hood after the plug cap is in 
operative position in the receptacle adapted by 
such engagement with said wings to hold the plug 
cap releasably in operative position, said hood 
member being formed of a metal which is suff 
ciently deformable so as to be disengaged from 
said wall plate by a pull on said cord of less 
strength than that necessary to tear said wall 
plate from the Wall. 
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3. Locking means for electric plug caps and 

sockets of the class described herein, comprising 
in combination a hood member formed of sheet 
metal and shaped substantially to fit the plug. 
cap of a cord and Split at One side portion. So as 
to be engageable readily over the cord by spread 
ing the hood slightly against the force of resil 
iency of the metal, said hood being arranged to 
have effective engagement with the cord adjacent 
to the plug cap for holding the hood member 
normally in operative position with respect to 
said plug cap, and lugs extending outwardly from 
said hood at opposite sides thereof in position 
to engage Wings in outwardly offset relation to 
the face of the Wall plate of an outlet box and 
integral with said wall plate, said lugs being of 
Such thickness With respect to the relative posi 
tion of the wings as to have a frictional engage 
ment with the wings for preventing accidental 
disengagement of the lugs from the wings, 

4. Locking means for electric plug caps and 
sockets of the class described herein, comprising 
in combination a hood member formed of sheet 
metal and shaped substantially to fit the plug cap 
of a cord and Split at One side portion so that it 
may be positioned readily around the cord by 
spreading the hood slightly against the force of 
resiliency of the metal, said hood being arranged 
to have effective engagement with the plug cap 
for holding the plug cap normally in operative po 
sition with respect to a Wall plate, and lugs ex 
tending outwardly from Said hood at opposite 
sides thereof in position to engage wings in out 
wardly offset relation to the face of the wall plate 
of an outlet box and integral with said wall plate, 
said lugs being of such thickness with respect to 
the relative position of the wings as to have a 
frictional engagement with the Wings for pre 
venting accidental disengagement of the lugs 
from the Wings. 

JOHN NUEBLING. 
  


