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This invention relates to paper smoothing tools 
and more particularly to a hand tool for Smooth 
ing tape, lining paper or wall paperin corners for 
pressing the paperneatly into place so asto form 
neat, sharply turned corners. 
Tools for Smoothing wall paper, tape or the 

like have been proposed heretofore, but these 
have not besem generally accepted by the trade 
because they could not be used without laying 
them down to pick up other tools, they Were 
cumbersome, and not entirely effective in use. 
The present tool can be worn on the hand all 

during the papering process; on the back of the 
hand when not in use, and then quickly thrust 
forward into operating position when needed, and 
with no interruption of Work for laying doWn and 
picking up tools. It can quickly be brought into 
position when desired to smooth paper, tape or 
the like into a corner so asto form a neat, right 
angle corner, whether at the corner Of a r00m, Or 
at the juncture of wall and ceiling or wall and 
a molding. 
The primary object of this invention is to pro 

vide a hand tool for Smoothing paper or tape as 
it is being applied, to form neat, right angle cor 
16'S. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a smoothing tool that can be worn on the 
hand While using other tools, and that is always 
accessible without interfering with the use of 
the other tools. 
Another object of this invention is to prowide 

a papering tool that can be easily and inexpen 
sively made and which will be effective in use. 
A preferred embodiment of this invention is '8 

ilustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a Side view of the invention in Operat 
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After the tool is formed, with the Corner 3 

being approximately a right angle, the slit 4 is of 
Suficient Width to admit of the Sides 5 being 
moved inward oroutward Sothat the corner 3 will 
define more Or less than a right angle, as re 
quired. 
The metal 2 is cut so as to form an outwardly 

extending angular tail portion terminating in a 
point 6 at: one end of the fold, and the cut a Way 
portion of the slit 4 is cutaway to form a rounded 
nose portion 1 in the Opposite end of the tool. 
The Sides 5 extend downwardly and curve inward 
to form oppositely disposed finger loops 8, which 
makes it possible for the tool to be placed. On the 
first and third fingers Of the WOrkman”S hand SO 
it may be held in the position as indicated in 
Fig. 1. 
The Sides 5 each have a re-entrant portion 9 

formed into a groove 0, each of Which grooves 
is adapted to receive and bindingly engage a re 
silient member i f, Such as a Squeegee member. 
The inner ends of the resilient Squeegee mem 
bers i are angularly cut, as indicated at: 12, so 
that when the tool is pressed into a corner, the 
squeegee memberswill exerta Smoothing or flat 
tening action on the paper or tape by assuming 
the position as indicated in dot-dash outline in 
Fig. 1. 

i The tool is preferably made of metal or plastic 
that has suficient flexibility to make possible the 
movement Of the finger loOps 8 inward Or Outward 
so asto wary the angular divergence of the sides 
5 so the tool may be used to apply paper or tape 

i into a corner that may be greater than or less 
35 

ing position on the hand; with the hand shown 
in dot-dash outline; 

Fig. 2 is a front wiew of the tool; and 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the underside of 

the tool. 
With more detailed reference to the drawing, 

the numeral i designates the tool generally, the 
body of Which is adapted to be formed from a 
single piece of sheet metal. The piece of metal 
2 is folded allong a line SO aS to form an approxi 
mately right angle corner 3, for a distance of 
slightly more than half its length. The corner 
3 coincides with a cut away portion which forms 
a slit 4, which when formed into the finished tool, 
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, giwes resilience and 
makes possible adjustment to the Work and to the 
hand of the Worker. 
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than a right angle. This flexibility enables the 
tool to be used on all corners, whereas, with tools 
in general use heretofore, they could be used Only 
to form true right angles, otherwise the tool 
Would not properly Smooth the paper into the 
CO"l6". * 

In the Operation of the device the paper or 
tape may belaid into the corner, and when evenly 
positioned, the tool can be rocked So the rounded 
nose portion will urge the paper inward against 
the base to which it is to be adhered without cut 
ting or wrinkling, and then, by rocking the tool 
slightly, the angular corner, as indicated at 3, will 
Smooth the tape or paper into the corner, while 
the squeegee i will flatten the paper or tape from 
the Corner Outward to Smooth it Out Onto the Sur 
face to Which it is being applied, Without Wrin 
kling, and the paper, under the tension of the 
resilient squeegee, Will be pressed closely against 
the surface so that it will adhere closely and 
evenly. The sharp outwardy extending point 6 
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of the angular protruding tail portion enables 
the tool to be used in the corner of the room so 
the hand H does not interfere with the proper 
positioning of the tool. 
By positioning the tool on the hand H, asshown 

in Fig. 1, and with the loops 8, which are of a 
widthslightly less than the finger joint, the loops 
are inserted over the proper fingers, and the tool 
held in position for use, or rocked backout of the 
Way on the back of the hand whennot-in use, and 
therefore it will not interfere with the use of 
other tools, and will always be available for use 
when needed. By wearing the tool during the 
papering process, it enables the workman to work 
much faster, and obwiates loss of time that would 
otherwise be spent in changing fromonetool to 
another. 
While the tool has been described in some 

detail, as used in applying lining paper, tape and 
the like, it is to be understood that it is applicable 
to applying paper to other :surfaces, su?h as 
boxes, chests, cases and the like, whichtare sur 
faced withia coating of paper, and the applicant 
does not wish to limit hinself to:any particular 
use of the tool, except as specified in the 
appended claims. 
Having thus described the invention, I claim: 
1. In an apparatus for smoothing paper a 

body, comprising a pair of plane surface mem 
bers, which plane surface members convergetat 
an angle on a medial lin?, said plane surface 
members being Founded to formia nose portion 
at. One end; of Said medial:line, and the Opposite 
end of said medial line protruding into za tail 
portion, said protiuding tail portion being 
formed from:a part of Said planie SurfaceS On 
either side of Said medial line, gripping means 
formed on a side of said apparatus, Fresilient 
means forminga side ofeach plane surface for 
Smoothing paper. z w 
2. In a papersmoothingtool a body.comprising 

a pair of body members converging at an angle 
on a medial line, a cut-away portion.co-extensive 
with-saidmedial-lineso said body members may 
be formed into a rounded nose portion, -a, pro-. 
trudingtailportion formed from-Said body. mem 
bers at the opposite end of said:medial line, up 
wardy extending resilient members Secured, one 
on.either side of said:body, each resilient member 
having an end thereof : abutting said tail por 
tion, said body portions being formed into loops 
for receiving the fingers of an operator. So the 
tool may be used to smooth paperinto, a corner 
and onto the surfaces immediatély adiacent the 
(308”. w 

3. In an apparatus for Smoothing.paper, a body 
comprising a pair of plane surfaces converging 
atan angle ona medial line, Said plane Surfaces 
being roundedon either side of...said.medialline 
at one end so as to form a rounded nose portion, 
at the opposite end of saidmedialline-Said.plane 
surfaces being cut-away to formanangular, pro 
truding tail portion, said medial "line being 
adapted to fit paper smoothlyintoia corner, Said 
body membersbeing curved downwardly andin 
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4 
wardly to form loops to receive the fingers of the 
operator for operating the tool, resilient members 
attached to Said body surfaces on either side of 
Said tail portion in position to Smooth paper to 
the Surface immediately adjacent the corner. 

4. In an apparatus for Smoothing paper a body 
comprising a pair of plane surface members 
converging at an angle to form a medial line, 
Said plane surface members being rounded on 
either side of Said medial line at one end thereof 
to form a rounded nose portion, said plane sur 
face members being cut-away from the opposite 
*end of Said medial line to form a protruding tail 
sportion, Said body members being bent on said 
medial line to give a sharp, corner to be pressed 

i into a room: corner to fit the paper snugly there 
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into, Said plane Surface members extending 
downwardly and inwardy to form loops to re 
ceive the fingers for operating the tool, grooves 
formed in Said plane surface members between 
said, tail portion and said finger loops, said 
gFooves being adapted to receive resilient mem 
bers therein, which resilient members act as 
Smoothing members on the paper immediately 
adja cent the Corner. 
5. An article of manufacture comprising a 

shaped :sheet of metal folded allong a medial 
line to define an angle having plane surfaces 
angularly disposed on either side thereof, por 
Jtions of Said sheet metal surfaces extending 
downwardly and inwardly to form loops, an end 
of Said Sheet metal being-slittedalong a portion 
of Said medial line, and the ends of the, metal be 
ing turned inwardly to define a rounded nose 
portion, ?at the Opposite end of Said medial line 
Said Sheet metal being cut-away to form an 
argular protruding tail portion, extending along 
said, sheet metal:from the angle formed by the 
tail portion a re-entrant sportion formed in the 

i metal in the form-of a grgowe,which grooves are 
adapted to binding?y receive :resilient members 
to form Smoothing wing members on either side 
Of Said tai? portion, an end of Teach wing being 
Shaped to conform to the angle of the tail 
portion. 

6. A paper Smoothing toOl having Sides angu 
larly disposed with reSpect to each other and 
joinedalong a medial line, a round end portion 
on-one end of:Said.tool, oppositely. disposed finger 
loops forholding said tool, said finger loops ex 
tending from said Sides. 
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