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My invention relates to women's wearing ap 
parel and particularly an artificial build-up for 
the shoulders used in combination with a 
brassière. 
Among the objects of my invention is to provide 

a combined brassière and shoulder build-up pad 
so arranged that the shoulder pad forms a part 
of the shoulder straps and is retained in place by 
the brassière when worn. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

new and improved shoulder pad useful in com 
bination with the brassière, which contains a pad 
or bat of Soft material for giving the device Sub 
stantial thickness, the bat being held in place by 
an arrangement of the fabric comprising the 
shoulder pad in such manner that the bat is se 
cured in place as long as the shoulder pad re 
mains in place on the shoulder of a wearer. 

Also among the objects of my invention is to 
provide a shoulder pad adapted to be worn in com 
bination with a brassière which is made entirely 
of fabric thereby eliminating the necessity for in 
corporating a metal fastener element into the 
garment but in which the fabric is so designed 
that a pocket for holding a thick bat of soft mater 
rial is firmly closed whenever the garment is Worn 
and can be readily opened for removal of the bat 
any time when the garment is removed. 
With these and other objects in view my in 

vention consists in the construction, arrange 
ment and combination of the various parts of my 
device whereby the objects contemplated are at 
tained, as hereinafter more fully set forth, point 
ed out in my claims and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a front view in perspective of the com 
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styled garment itself a foundation garment such 
as the shoulder pad here described becomes ad 
vantageous. To keep the foundation garment as 
simple as possible it has been further found ad 
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bined brassière and shoulder build-up pad shown 
in place upon a wearer. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the device 
stretched out and removed from the Wearer. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the shoulder 
pad taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the shoulder pad 
spread out. 
As styles of wearing apparel change it becomes 

advisable to provide under garments which will 
fit the changes in style and permit a new drape 
in dress design to fit the human figure properly. 
Frequently the changes in style do not conform 
to the anatomy of the figure and certain parts 
need to be exaggerated. 
There has been a change in the trend of style 

for certain types of ladies' apparel which de 
mands a wide Straight shoulder effect. So as to 
make it unnecessary to build the effect into the 
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vantageous to incorporate it into a brassière of 
the type customarily worn so that the shoulder 
pad comprises a part of the shoulder strap of 
the brassière. 

In view of the fact that foundation garments 
of this kind which are built up by pads absorb 
moisture and become dirty in time, it is necessary 
to provide an easy means of washing the gar 
ment. With this purpose in mind, the invention 
contemplates a padded foundation garment so 
constructed that the pad can be easily and con 
veniently removed while the garment is being 
washed and then easily and readily reinserted 
whenever the garment is to be worn again. 

1 In the drawing there is shown a brassière 0 of 
relatively conventional design in place upon the 
bust of a wearer 2. The brassière is provided 
with breast pockets 4 placed in the usual man 
ner and a hook arrangement 5, 6, for holding 
the garment at the rear. 
Shoulder straps 8, 9, are shown one at each 

side with the parts attached respectively by loops, 
20 and 2 to the top of the breast pocket at the 
front edge and at one side of the fastener in the 
rear. Adjusting buckles 22 are also provided. 
A shoulder build-up pad generally designated 

as a shoulder pad 24 forms a portion of the shoul 
der strap as is apparent from an examination of 
the Figs. 1 and 2. It will be noted that the shoul 
der pad is substantially wider at the mid-portion 
than the straps to which it is connected as can 
best be seen by Fig.4. This greatest width at the 
transverse axis of the pad or shoulder saddle is 
normally at the apex of the shoulder of the 
wearer. At the ends 25 and 26 where the shoul 
der pad is attached to the shoulder straps 8 and 
9, the width is reduced to substantially the 
width of the straps, the edges of the pads con 
verging from the maximum Width of each pad at 
its transverse axis to the ends 25 and 26. The 
straps 8 and 9 are in alignment, as shown in 
Fig. 4, and a line connecting such straps and 
passing through the pad 24 may be said to be a 
median line or longitudinal axis of the pad. 
Within the shoulder pad there is provided a 

pocket which is formed by placing together an 
upper layer of fabric 28 and a lower layer of fab 
ric 30. The layers are of different Over-all 
length so that the layer 28 extends in a curve 
above the layer 30 as best seen in Fig. 2. In prac 
tice it has been found that these layers are most 
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suitable when they contain more than one layer 
of fabric as indicated in the cross-section of Fig, 
3. The layers are sewed directly together at the 
edge 32 which is adjacent the neck whereas the 
edge 34 of the upper layer and the edge 36 of the 
lower layer are left separated and unattached. 
The shape of the open side of the shoulder pad 

is much like that shown in Fig. 2 when the gar 
ment is in place upon the shoulder. In order to 
close the open side of the shoulder paid there is 
provided a curtain 38 of fabric which is substan 
tially the same shape as the opening. The cur 
tain is customarily stitched along the line 30 to 
the upper layer with the stitching extending 
down into corners 42 and 44. The lower edge 46 
of the curtain lies adjacent the edge 36 of the 
lower layer of fabric and is not attached thereto, 
thereby leaving an opening in the pocket between 
lower edge of the curtain and the layer of fabric. 
To distend the pocket there is provided a pad or 
bat 48 of some fluffy material which will hold its 
shape and thickness. The pad has substantial 
thickness at the side adjacent the curtain and 
tapers to a wedge shape at the side adjacent the 
neck. The dimensions generally of the pad will 
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be about the same or slightly smaller than the . 
isions of the fabric layers, as best shown in 
Fig. 4. 
Certain advantages have also been found in 

the manner of constructing the various layers of 
fabric which form the shoulder pad. The por 
tions of fabric wall which lie adjacent the shoul 
der can be made so that the inner layer 50 of the 
fabric is of heavier material which easily holds its 
shape, the lower surface being covered with some 
softer fabric Such as muslin or cambric which will 
lie immediately adjacent the skin. When these 
fabrics are Stitched together, either at the edges 
only or by lines of stitching, (and particularly if 
Stitched together so that the warp of one is diag 
onal to the warp of the other) they will more 
readily retain their initial shape and still con 
form to the contours of the wearer's shoulder. 
The layers forming the fabric wall on the top 

side of the pad are shown to be three in num 
ber with a reinforcing center layer 54 comprising 
a relatively stiff fabric which when stitched to 
gether with the other layers will tend to retain 
the original shape. An outer layer 56 on the 
upper fabric wall may be of lace or some deco 
rative fabric. 

Similarly the curtain may be provided with two 
Or perhaps more than two layers of fabric with 
only the outer layer of decorative fabric similar to 
the layer 56 on top. 
As a further strengthening effect it may be 

come advisable to stitch the upper and lower fab 
ric Wall together between the point 26 and the 
point 58 at the rear side and between 25 and 59 
at the front side. When the upper and lower 
wall are stitched together throughout this portion 
of their length they tend to render the shoulder 
pad structure considerably stiffer so that it more 
readily holds its original shape and form. 
Therefore the loop will be formed only at approx 
imately the center of the edge remote from the 
skin in the part of the pad which normally rests 
precisely at the top of the shoulder. Since only 
the center portion of the fabric wall is looped it 
will be the only portion to which the curtain need 
be stitched. 

e When the device is to be used bats having the 
Size and shape defined are inserted one in each 
shoulder pad. This is done before the garment. 
is placed upon the wearer and is accomplished by 

4. 
merely separating the edges 36 and 46 and push 
ing the pad into the pocket formed between the 
upper and lower layers of fabric. As soon as the 
bat has been placed therein the layers are 
stretched out into a form substantially like the 
form shown in Fig.2 and the device is placed upon 
the Wearer. 
So long as the shoulder pad remains upon a 

shoulder the ends 25 and 26 will be kept sub 
stantially separated One from the other since they 
lie on opposite sides of the body. This means 
that the corners 42 and 4 will be kept stretched 
out and away from each other. In this case the 
curtain 38 will be firmly retained in its position 
closing the open space between the layers 28 and 
30. Although there is an unattached section be 
tween the edge 46 of the curtain and the edge 36 
of the lower layer of the fabric this will not Sep 
arate sufficiently to permit the thick bat to fall 
out so long as the garment is being worn. 
The wedge-shaped bat or resilient filler within 

the shoulder device may be of precut or preformed 
sponge rubber, lamb's wool, cotton batting within 
a textile cover, or any other yielding material 
capable of conforming to the contours of the 
shoulder. 

It will be observed that the outer edges of each 
of the enlarged shoulder pad portions are dis 
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placed from the median of the shoulder straps a 
greater distance than the inner edges. In this 
manner the weight of the busts is more equally 
and uniformly distributed over the shoulders and 
the discomfort which many Women experience 
due to the chafing and cutting action of narrow 
shoulder straps is obviated. Simultaneously, the 
shoulder has a desired square or wider contour 
imparted thereto. Since the upper portion or 
upper face of the pad-receiving element is prefer 
ably stitched to the lower element at the inner 
edge only, the upper face or element assumes a 
more horizontal position and imparts a desired 
square effect to the shoulders. Not only is weight 
more uniformly distributed over a greater area 
but proper contours are imparted to the sil 
houette. 

It is also to be noted that by embodying the 
pad or shaping element on the brassière shoul 
der straps, it is possible to wear light garments, 
such as blouses, and impart thereto the desired 
mannish or square contour, whereas this has not 
been successfully accomplished heretofore. When 
the device of the present invention is utilized it 
is unnecessary to build in pads to the numerous garments which may be successively worn but in 
stead a single, light, comfortably fitting pad in 
parts the desired contours to all of the garments. 

It is also to be noted that the pad may be 
readily removed from the brassière in order to fa 
cilitate laundering and that metallic fasteners or 
other forms of connection are dispensed with. 

I claim: 
1. A foundation garment comprising, a shoul 

der pad forming part of a shoulder strap for the 
garment adapted to be worn on the shoulder, said 
pad having substantial breadth between the side 
adjacent the neck and the edge remote from the 
neck, fabric material forming respectively the 
upper and lower faces of the pad sewed together 
at the neck side and unattached at the side re 
mote from the neck forming an opening, a fabric 
curtain for the opening having ends narrower 
than the mid-portion attached to the upper layer 
of fabric at the upper side edge and adapted to 
retain its position closing the opening while the 
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pad is in place for the shoulder, and a relatively 
thick bat having a position between the layers of 
fabric and adapted to be inserted and removed 
through the space at one edge of the curtain. 

2. A foundation garment comprising a bras 
sière adapted to be secured around the breasts 
and a pair of shoulder straps each secured at the 
front and at the rear, a relatively thick shoulder 
pad forming part of each shoulder strap adapted 
to be worn on the shoulder, said pad having Sub 
stantial breadth between the side adjacent the 
neck and the side remote from the neck, fabric 
material forming respectively the upper and 
lower faces of the pad sewed together at the neck 
side and unattached at the other side forming an 
opening, a fabric curtain for the opening attached 
to the upper layer of fabric at the upper side edge 
and at the ends and adapted to retain its posi 
tion closing the opening while the pad is in place 
for the shoulder, and a relatively thick absorbent 
bat having a position between tale layers of fabric 
and adapted to be inserted and removed through 
the space at One edge of the curtain. 

3. A foundation garment comprising a shoul 
der pad including a multiple layer of fabric form 
ing a shoulder contacting fabric wall, the inner 
layer thereof being relatively stiff, a second mull 
tiple layer of fabric forming an upper fabric wall 
wherein an intermediate layer is relatively stiff, 
stitching at the edge of the fabric walls for hold 
ing said walls together at the neck side and stitch 
ing throughout a portion of the edges of the Walls 
inWard from the ends on the side remote from 
the neck for holding a portion of said walls to 
gether and leaving the center portions thereof 
unattached, said upper Wall being longer than 
the lower wa at the center portion and forming 
an upward extending Oop, and a curtain wall of a 
multiple layer of fabric positioned within the loop 
and stitched to the upper fabric wall thereby 
forming a closure for the loop and leaving an 
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the region of the bust and including bust-receiv 
ing pockets, the provision of: a short front shoul 
der strap portion connected to each bust-receiv 
ing pocket and terminating below the shoulder; 
relatively short back strap portions connected to 
rear portions of the brassière and terminating 
below the shoulder; length adjusting means in 
the front shoulder strap portions; a shoulder pad 
connected at its end portions to the upper ends 
of said short front and back strap portions, said 
shoulder pad including a continuous, soft fabric 
lower surface layer having convex. edges, whereby 
each of Said shoulder pads gradually increases 
and then decreases in width and is of maximum 
width above the shoulders, said shoulder pad be 
ing appreciably wider than said strap portions, 
the outer edges of such lower surface layer being 
displaced outwardly to a greater extent from the 
median than the inner edge; an upper surface 
element attached to each lower surface layer of 
the shoulder pad, and a removable wedge-shaped 
pad between said upper surface element and lower 
surfacelayer. 

5. In a brassiere adapted to encircle the body 
in the region of the bust and including bust-re 
ceiving pockets, the provision of: a short front 
shoulder strap portion connected to each bust 
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elongated narrow opening between the free edge 
of the curtain and the lower fabric wall to facili 
tate insertion of and removal of material from 
between the fabric Walls. 

4. In a brassière adapted to encircle the body in 
45 

receiving pocket and terminating below the shoul 
der; relatively short back strap portions connect 
ed to rear portions of the brassiere and terminat 
ing below the shoulder, said front and back strap 
portions being in alignment;. and a shoulder pad 
connected at its end portions to the upper ends 
of said short front and back strap portions, said 
shoulder pad being appreciably wider than said 
strapportions and of maximum width at the apex 
of the shoulders of the Wearer, each shoulder pad 
including a soft fabric lower surface layer, an 
upper surface element attached to the lower sur 
face layer and a removable wedge-shaped pad 
between said upper surface element and lower 
surface layer; the marginal edges of each pad 
curving from the maximum width at the apex of 
the shoulder to the end portions to which the 
strap portions are connected. 

BERTIENICHOLS, 


