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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A display for a product wherein a product card has
one or more slots and cooperating with each such slot is
an elastic loop which is projected through said slot and
is engaged about a product positioned under the loop
and across the slot. The position of the product there-
fore prevents the elastic loop from being withdrawn from
the slot and in functioning as such the product is held
firmly in place against the product card by the elastic
loop.

The present invention relates to a product display,
and more particularly to improvements in products dis-
played for sale on cards or the like and in methods of
assembling this type of product display.

A product display which is widely used, particularly for
jewelry products such as cuff links, collarpins, etc., con-
sists of a product-displaying member such as a card, us-
ually fabricated with a simulated felt surface, having the
jewelry products mounted thereon with an elastomeric
cord. The prior art method of assembling this type of
product display generally entails providing spaced pairs
of openings in the product card and an initial step of
hand-threading the elastomeric cord through the open-
ings so that length portions thereof extend between each
pair of openings, on the display or felt side of the product
card, and thereby form loops for holding the products
on the product card. In a subsequent and independent
operation, these exposed lengths of cord are lifted from
the surface of the product card and are looped over the
products being displayed on the product card. Although
the resulting product display presents products in an at-
tractive and advantageous manner for sale, insofar as
the display requires and the assembling thereof entails
the foregoing manual operations, it is not particularly
adapted for economical mass production and is therefore
unnecessarily limited in use.

Broadly, it is an object of the present invention fo
provide an improved product display and method of as-
sembly thereof overcoming the foregoing and other short-
comings of the prior art. Specifically, and in accordance
with article aspects of the present invention, it is an ob-
ject to provide a product display of the type hereinbefore
referred to which has significant structural changes for
facilitating the assembly thereof. In this respect, an im-
portant aspect of the invention hereof is the recognition
that the displayed product can be significantly functional
in achieving the resultant product display and the im-
plementation of this in the display article of manufacture
according to the present invention.

Other objects of the invention are to provide a method
of assembly and a fixture for practicing said method
which eliminate tedious and costly manual operations
in producing a product display hereof.

An exemplary article of manufacture demonstrating
article and method aspects of the present invention in-
cludes a product card having an arrangement of gener-
ally rectangular slots therein and wherein an elastomeric
cord, held at prescribed points in a position on the un-
derside of the card, has select length portions therealong
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located between said points which are projected, in the
form of loops, to the display side of the card through
each slot. While each loop is in its operative location on
the display side of the card, the product is interposed
between the loop and card transversely across a slot.
The loop thus serves as a holding means to confine the
product to the card, aided in part by the interposed po-
sition of the product which prevents the loop from being
drawn to the underside of the card and losing its effec-
tiveness as a holding means.

The above brief description, as well as further objects,
features and advantages of the present invention, will
be more fully appreciated by reference to the following
detailed description of an exemplary article of manufac-
ture hereof, a preferred method of assembly thereof and
a presently preferred and illustrative embodiment of a
mounting fixture for producing said article of manufac-
ture and practicing said method, said detailed description
including the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary article
of manufacture according to the present invention, said
article including jewelry products held by an elastomeric
cord in a mounted position of display on a product card;

FIGS. 2-6 illustrate, in sequence, a preferred method
and mounting fixture used in the practice of said method
for achieving the article of manufacture of FIG. 1,
namely, to wit:

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the mounting fixture
illustrating the manner of arranging the elastomeric cord
on holding members thereof;

FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view illustrating the
product card in an operative position over the mounting
fixture for forming length portions of the elastomeric
cord into product-holding loops;

FIG. 4 is an elevational view, in section taken on line
4—4 of FIG. 3, illustrating details in the formation of
a product-holding loop;

FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view illustrating the
placement of a jewelry article in position to be engaged
by one of the elastomeric loops; and

FIG. 6 is a partial perspective view of the completed
article of manufacture after the product card, with the
jewelry thereon, is removed from the mounting fiixture.

Reference is now made to the drawings wherein there
is shown a product-displaying article of manufacture 10
of the type which is typically used for merchandising
jewelry 12, such as the cuff links 12a-d and collar pins
12¢, f. As is the custom in the merchandising of these
jewelry products 12, use is made of a product-mounting
base preferably in the specific form of a product card
14, fabricated of cardboard or a similar material and
having a simulated felt surface thereon, to serve as a
background for presenting the jewelry products 12 in an
attractive manner for sale. As is further the custom, the
jewelry products 12 are mounted on the card 14 by an
elastomeric ribbon, band or cord-like material 16 which
has prescribed length portions therealong projected to the
felt or display surface 14a of the card 14 and forming
product-engaging loops 16a which, as clearly shown in
FIG. 1, are disposed about each of the jewelry products
12 and are effective to hold these products in place on
the card 14. In the illustrated embodiment hereof, the
opposite ends of the cord 16 are appropriately connected
to pins 18 and 20, of metal or plastic, which are effective
to maintain the operative location of the cord ends on
the undersurface of the product card 14. Alternatively,
a closed loop of elastomeric cord can be used which is
effective to maintain length portions of the cord in op-
erative positions beneath the card 14 while length por-
tions therebetween are available for forming the loops
16a.
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To form the loops 16z, select length portions between
the points or cord ends 18 and 20 are projected through
rectangular slots 22 in the card 14 (see in particular
FIGS. 3-5) thus forming a loop above each slot. Further
each loop 16a is maintained on the visible or felt side
of the product card 14 by interposing one of the jewelry
products 12 beneath it and the card 14. Thus each loop
16a engages the product and holds it in place on the
product card 14, and such product, by virtue of its inter-
posed position across a slot 22 and beneath a loop 164,
contributes to the functioning of the article 10 by pre-
venting the loop from being drawn from its operative pro-
jected position on the visible side of the product card
14 to the undersurface of the card where it would be
totally ineffective to function as a product-holding means.

Particular reference is now made to FIGS. 2-6 which
illustrate, in sequence, the use of a mounting fixture,
generally designated 24 in FIG. 2, and the practice of
a preferred method in conjunction with the mounting
fixture 24 for producing a product-displaying article of
manufacture 10 as has just been described in connection
with FIG. 1. The mounting fixture 24 includes a base 26
having plural identically constructed holding members
28 thereon which are arranged in pairs, such as is exem-
plified by the pair of holding members 28z and 285 in
FIG. 2. The overall arrangement of the holding members
28 on the base 26 will be understood to correspond with
the pattern in which the slots 22 are provided in the prod-
uct card 14. That is, each pair of holding members 28 is
at an appropriate location on the base 26 so as to project
through a slot 22 when the product card 14 is moved into
an operative position on top of the mounting fixture 24.

As is best shown in FIG. 2, the upper end of each hold-
ing member 28 is formed as a U-shaped configuration
presenting spaced bifurcated arms 28c. The first step in
the method of mounting jewelry products 12 on a product
card 14 consists of threading the elastic cord 16 in the
clearance spaces C between the bifurcated arms 28¢ in
the manner illustrated in FIG. 2. In this threaded position
of the elastomeric cord 16, all portions thereof, and par-
ticularly the select portions thereof between each pair
of holding members 28, are in an elevated position rela-
tive to the surface of the base 26.

The next step in accordance with the method hereof,
is to place the product card 14 over the mounting fixture
24 in the manner illustrated in FIGS. 3, 4. During this
placement, each pair of holding members 28 will align
with a particular slot 22 and downward movement of
the product card 14 against the base 26 will, of necessity,
result in that pair of the holding members 2§ projecting
through that slot 22. This, in turn, results in the length
portions of the elastomeric cord 16 which are extended
between each pair of the holding members 28 being pro-
jected to the display surface side of the product card 14
and thereby forming a loop 16a above this surface of
the product card, while remaining interconnecting cord
lengths 165 yield to card movement, all as is clearly
shown in FIG. 4.

Turning now to FIG. 5, the next contemplated step in
the method hereof is to interpose one of the jewelry prod-
ucts, such as the collar pin 12e¢ as shown in this figure,
beneath the elastic loop 162 and transversely across the
rectangular slot 22. In this position, the collar pin 12e
bridges the long edges of the rectangular slot 22 and
prevents the projected loop 16a from being withdrawn to
the underside of the product card 14 and, additionally, the
collar pin 12¢ is held in place against the product card
14 by the urgency in the elastomeric material of construc-
tion of the loop 16a.
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Once the product to be displayed is properly oriented
beneath an elastomeric loop 16a and across a siot 22, the
product card 14 is then lifted from its operative position
on the mounting fixture 24 to a position clear of this
fixture, as is illustrated in FIG. 6. This clearance position
disengages the cord 16 from the holding members 28 and
permits contraction in the elastomeric cord 16 with the
result that each loop 164 draws firmly about the product
and maintains it in a proper position on the product
card 14.

From the foregoing, it should be readily appreciated
that an exemplary display article of manufacture 16 ac-
cording to the present invention employs elastic cord 16
in the form of loops 164 to maintain products 12 in proper
display on a display card 14 or the like, and is particu-
larly characterized in that the product itself is functional
in achieving this result insofar as its interposed position
between the product card and the loop prevents the loop
from being withdrawn to the underside of the card and
thereby losing its effectiveness as a holding means.

Althongh a preferred embodiment of a mounting fix-
ture 24 and a sequence of steps for assembling a product
12e on a product card 14 have been described herein, it
will be understood that the invention is not to be limited
strictly to the materials described herein. For example,
the elastomeric material 16 may take any shape or form,
such as a cord, ribbon or the like. In other respects, as
well, a latitude of modification, change and substitution
is intended in the foregoing disclosure and in some in-
stances some features of the invention will be employed
without a corresponding use of other features.

What is claimed is:

1. As an article of manufacture, the combination of
at least one product and product-displaying means com-
prising a product mounting member having an upper dis-
play surface and a bottom surface, said member having
at least one slot formed therein of a generally rectangular
shape including a pair of comparatively long edges in
facing relation to each other, a product-holding means in
the form of an elastomeric cord-like material secured at
prescribed locations in positions beneath said member
along said bottom surface and having at least one inter-
mediate portion therealong between said prescribed loca-
tions projecting through said one slot and forming a loop
above said slot, and said one product mounted for dis-
play on saild member having a predetermined mounted
position thereon oriented transversely across said long
edges of said one slot and engaged on one side by the
area of said upper display surface adjacent said long
edges and on the other side by said elastomeric loop,
whereby the urgency of said elastomeric material main-
tains the position of said product on said member.
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